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PURPOSE AND SCOPE

Turkmen are the third largest ethnic group in Iraq after Arabs and
Kurds. Turkmen of Irag have been settled in Iraq since before the
Ottoman Empire in 1516 A.D. Today, the Iraqi Turkmen population is
estimated to be at around 2.5 to 3 million, considering all available
estimates of towns and townships in which they live. The Turkmens
may constitute around 10% of the population in Iraqg; however, earlier
sources estimate the Turkmens to be as much as 14%-16% of the Iraqi
population. Turkmen speak the Turkmen language which is one of the
Turkish languages like the Azerbaijani language.

In general terms, 60% of Iragi Turkmen are Sunni, while 40% of them
are Shi’a Muslims. In addition, there are also Christian Turkmen
living in Kirkuk (Qalla Gawerri). The Turkmen in modern Iraqi
history has been undergoing decades of assimilation campaigns in
Irag, often in a more brutal fashion than the one conducted against
Kurds by the Saddam Hussein government. This book was written
with several clear purposes in mind.

Firstly, to assess the position of Turkmen in Turkmen Eli and to
highlight the oppression of Turkmen after the toppling of Saddam
Hussein’s regime in 2003.

Secondly, to introduce a brief history of the Turkmen in Iraqg to the
world, and to draw the world’s attention to the situation and
oppression of Turkmen in Irag. Thirdly, to highlight the assimilation,
and changing the demography of Kirkuk, the support, and the Israeli
interference in northern Irag, reveal the Turkmen reaction to the
Kurdish referendum, and finally reveal the Kurdish forces' defeat in
Kirkuk, and Kurdish and Israeli aspiration in northern of Iraq in
general and especially the city of Kirkuk.

I would like to dedicate this book to every Turkmen who has been
detained in Iragi prisons; to Turkmen who died due to being tortured
in Iragi prisons; to all Turkmen whose sons and daughters were
executed by the Iragi regime; to all Turkmen who fought and died
without seeing a free Turkmen homeland; and to the Turkmen city of
Kirkuk, Erbil, Telfer an Tuz Khormatu, which are a bastion of cultural
and political life for those Turkmen resisting the Kurdish occupation.
This book would not have been written without the support of
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Turkmen all over the world. Therefore, primarily, my sincere thanks
are to my son Bozkurt Cormac Salman. | would also like to thank my
family, and finally, my thanks go to my martyred brother, surgeon Dr.
Burhan Salman Kirkukll, who motivated and encouraged me from
childhood to fight for the Turkmen cause in the Turkmen Eli.
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1.0 CHAPTER ONE

1.1 BRIEF HISTORY OF IRAQI TURKMEN

This will be a key to understanding why the maintenance of lIraq's
territorial integrity, and viewed by many as critical, the knowledge of
the country's enormous ethnic and religious diversity, and the
aspirations of these groups and the problems they now face. One of
these ethnolinguistic groups is the Turkmen, [1] who have made a
major effort to define themselves, both internally and to the world
community.

The actual Turkmen population has always been suppressed by the
authorities in Iraq for political reasons and is officially estimated at
2%, while their number should be between 2.5 and 3 million, i.e., 12%
of the Iragi population.

The Turkmen of Iraq settled in Turkmen Eli “Turkmen land.” [2] Over
the centuries, Turkmen have played a constructive role in Iraq, either
by defending against foreign invaders or by bringing civilisation.
Monuments made by Turkmens, and architectural remains exist all
over Iraq, and the Turkmens lived in harmony with all ethnic groups.
They lived with justice and tolerance. The Turkmens are a Turkic

! Turkoman: The Iraqi Turkoman lives in an area that they call “Turcomania” in
Latin or “Turkmen EIli” which means, “Land of the Turkoman.” The British
geographer William Guthrie referred to it as “Turcomania” in 1785. The Turkoman
are Turkic groups that have a unique heritage and culture as well as linguistic,
historical, and cultural links with the surrounding Turkic groups such as those in
Turkey and Azerbaijan. Their spoken language is closer to Azeri but their official
written language is like the Turkish spoken in present-day Turkey. Their real
population has always been suppressed by the authorities in Iraq for political reasons
and estimated at 2%, whereas their numbers are more realistically between 2.5 to 3
million, i.e., 12% of the Iragi population.
2 Turkmen Eli is a diagonal strip of land stretching from the Syrian and Turkish
border areas from around Telafer in the north of Iraq, reaching down to the town of
Mandeli on the Iranian border in Central Irag. The Turkoman of Iraq settled in
Turkmen Eli in three successive and constant migrations from Central Asia, which
increased their numbers and enabled them to establish six states in Irag.
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group with a unique heritage and culture, as well as linguistic,
historical, and cultural links with the surrounding Turkic groups, such
as those in Turkiye and Azerbaijan. Their spoken language is closer to
Azerbaijani, but their official written language is like the Turkish
spoken in present-day Turkiye.

Some writers show that the presence of Turkmen in Iraq goes back to
the Ottoman Empire. This is not the truth because the Turkmen were
in Irag much earlier than the Ottoman Empire period. Several
researchers show that the Turkmen settlement in Irag goes back to the
Sumerian period they moved from central Asia and settled around the
river Tigris, and they were originally ancestors of Turkmen. This
argument is based on some similarities that have been found between
Sumerian and the Turkish language, as there are around six hundred
words that are like one another. In addition, there have been
similarities between the Mongolian Turks and the Sumerians in
general, especially in the shape of their skulls!

The Iragi historian Abbas Al-Azwai reveals in his book “lragi History
Between Two Occupations” that Turkmen came from Turkmenistan
and lived in Khorasan. The Turkmen then migrated from Khorasan
which is currently the Republic Islamic of Iran to various parts of the
Turkmen Eli. This differs from the Russian historian, Bartold, in his
book “History of Turk in Central Asia “ who stated that the tribes of
the Akaz, Al_Karlok, Al_Tokaz or Alguz lived in the area extending
from the Khazar Sea to the Chinese border which then formed the two
biggest Empires in the history of Seljuk and the Ottoman Empires.

The Turkmens moved to Irag in successive periods of Islamic
invasion, or more specifically terms during the Caliphate of Omar
Al_Kattab, while other historians claim that 2,000 Turkmen fighters
came to Irag during the Umayyad dynasty; later more Turkmens
arrived and settled during the Abbasid dynasty. According to the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, the name Turkmen is a synonym of Oghuz,
which encapsulates all the Turkish population that live in
southwestern Central Asia. This includes the Turkish population of
Tirkiye, Republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan of Iran, Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Irag, Syria, Northern Cyprus, Turkmen of Lebanon,
Turkmen of Afghanistan, the Turkmen of Iran, and Bulgaria.
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Other historians define the word of Turkmen as a derivative word
from of Turk and men/man. In the Turkish language, men/man means,
me, | am, powerful, magnificent, pure, and original; so, Turkmen in
Turkish means a pure/original Turk, or I am Turkish. Also, other
historians and researchers state that Turkmen means Turkish man or
Turkish fighter. The Turkmen of Iraq settled in Turkmen Eli in three
successive and constant migrations from Central Asia, and their
number has increased during this time. They were used in the army for
their bravery and use of archery, and this helped the Turkmen to set up
six states in Irag. [3] Turkmen have been living in present Iraq for
over a millennium. Yet, since they were left outside the borders of a
new Turkiye in an artificially created Irag, Turkmen felt the heavy-
handed treatment by successive Arab rulers, the worst of whom were
the Ba’ath Party.

Since the foundation of Iraq in the aftermath of the First World War,
the existence of Turkmen had been denied by the official regimes in
Baghdad by the state’s policy. It was the attempt at sealing the border
with Tirkiye that motivated the Baghdad regime, and their protector
Britain, to deliberately ignore the existence of the Turkmen people in
the early years of Irag. The Iragi Turkmen have suffered immensely
from intimidation by the central government, Kurds, and extrajudicial
militia groups for religious and ethnic reasons, ‘Arabisation’
assimilation policies during the Saddam Hussein regime, and the
“Kurdization” policy after 2003. Since 2003, various groups including
extrajudicial militia have targeted Turkmens via car bombings,
assassinations, kidnappings, arbitrary arrests, harassment, and torture,
with impunity and torture. The most recent events by Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) attacks on Turkmens did not come as a
surprise; it is an extension of decades of assimilations, and
intimidations by Arabs and Kurds, to forcefully displace them from
their homeland where they had been living for centuries. The official
combination of the assimilation policy and the decomposition policy

3 Kerkiik’te Selguklular Déneminden Kalan Gék Kiimbet “Tarihini ve diigmanint
bilmeyen millet, kolayca diiser, yok olur.” (Atasdzi) Ali Kerkiikli (Irak’a
Ozgiirliik Operasyonu ve Kerkiik Kitabinin Yazari).
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was successfully played out for years, but assimilation and
decomposition would not have been enough to erase or eradicate
Turkmens and the languages of the Iragi Turkmens. There is no clear
sign that official Turkish positions on the Iragi Turkmens will change.
However, changes to improve the present conditions and to solve the
Iragi Turkmen problems within the Iragi sovereignty may be prompt,
especially with a view to the Kurdish Spring in northern Iraq.

The Kurdish Spring, encouraged by the United States, the European
Union, Russia, and others, needs to be emulated by the Iraqi Turkmen
who cannot afford to be isolated from northern Iraq geographically or
politically, and least of all, economically. It is noticeably clear that
various policymakers of Western countries call to divide Iraq into
three states: Arab Shi’a in the south, Kurds in the north, and Sunnis in
the west, ignoring the human rights and existence of the Turkmen
people in this land and other ethnic minorities.

However, Turkmen should not be a danger to Iraqi sovereignty but as
a credit to strengthen Iragi stability and as a part of the big mosaic of
Iragi unity. The Iragi government must guarantee human rights for all
citizens, regardless of ethnicity, and reach an agreement about these
issues, with representation from Turkmen, Kurds, and Arabs. They
should present a regional security plan in which the Turkmens are
given a role to play. The second stipulation concerning Turkmen is
that the world should be reminded of the Turkmen's presence in Iraq.
The central government in Baghdad should be aware of this presence,
and it should be noted that supplying certain rights and guarantees to
Turkmen would contribute to the ending of the division of the country.
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1.2 LANGUAGE OF TURKMENS

The main spoken language in Turkmen Eli is a Turkmen dialect. This
is a part of the western Turkish language group that also includes
Turkish spoken in Turkiye, Cyprus, the Balkans, Iranian Azerbaijan
(Republic of South Azerbaijan) and Republic of Azerbaijan (north),
northern Syria, Iranian Turkmen (Turkmen Al_Sahra), Turkmenistan
and southern Turkistan and northern Afghanistan. The Turkmen
language, with its various accents, is closer to the Turkish spoken
language in both Azerbaijan and Urfa in south-eastern Tirkiye rather
than the Turkmen language in the Republic of Turkmenistan.
Spoken language is the foundation of Iragi Turkmen culture, folk
literature, group identity, ethnic consciousness, and world outlook.
The spoken native language is naturally passed on to new generations
and this, naturally, creates a strong bond uniting the Turkish-speaking
peoples of Iraq. However, there is a group of Turkmen called
Christian Turkmen of Kirkuk Citadel “Kala Kaveri,” which has for
centuries, lived in Kirkuk amongst Turkmen.
They have their script, bible, and mourning songs. However, all these
activities are practiced in the Turkmen language. Unfortunately,
compulsory education in Arabic by the successive Arabic governments
in general and by the Saddam Hussein government especially has led
to the weakening and deterioration of spoken Turkish from generation
to generation. The older generation with no formal education speaks
pure and more correct Turkish than the current generation.
Formal written Turkish is the second major source of the Turkish
language in Irag. Local dialects have not found their place in written
literature. Turkmen have adopted formal Anatolian Turkish as the
written language.
Up until the 16" Century, the literary works of Turkmens were written
in Azerbaijani dialect using Arabic letters, but from the second half of
that century onwards, the written literature of Turkmens came under
the influence of the rising Ottoman language, a Western Turkish
dialect. However, after the First World War with the separation of
Tirkiye, Turkmens continued with their preference for Anatolian
Turkish by using Arabic letters. After the fall of the Saddam Hussein
13



government in 2003, numerous Turkmen magazines, television, and
schools have been set up.

The overwhelming majority of the Turkmen schools in Turkmen Eli
began using the Turkish Latin alphabet. In addition, many Turkmen
students were sent to Tlrkiye for further education in various subjects,
and this helped a lot in reviving the Turkmen language.

1.3 POPULATION OF TURKMENS

Turkmen are the third largest ethnic group in Iraq after Arabs and
Kurds. The Iragi Turkmen population is estimated to be around 2.5-3
million, considering all available estimates of towns and townships in
which they live. They may make up around 10% of the population;
however, earlier sources supplied estimates as much as 14%-16% of
the Iragi population. In general terms, 60% of Iraqi Turkmen are Sunni
and 40% of them are Shi’a Muslims. In addition, Christian Turkmens
are living in Kirkuk.

Turkmen in recent Iragi history has been undergoing decades of
assimilation campaigns, often in a more brutal fashion than the ones
conducted against Kurds by the Saddam Hussein government.

Some sources generously estimate that Turkmen consist of up to 16%
of the Iragi population, and others estimate 10% of the Iraqi
population. If the current Iragi population is thirty million, this means
that the Turkmen population would be more than three million as
shown in Table (1).

YEAR IRAQI POPULATION TURKMEN POPULATION
1947 3.468.000 280.130

1957 6.276.000 567.000

1987/British 1.500.000 - 2.000.000
linnalguiry Journal

Current >3.000.000

Table (1) Iraqgi and Turkmen population in Iraq

There is no exact census of the number of Turkmen in Irag. In recent
years, there are only estimates for distinct reasons: Turkmen have
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been subject to systematic assimilation and deliberate displacement
over decades for ethnic cleansing. For instance, they had been
displaced from the land where they had been living for hundreds of
years. After the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime, various parties and
foreign countries began dividing the Iragi people based on ethnic
groups and sectarianism.

The Turkmen people themselves need to wake up, with its various
fractions; Shi’a, Sunni, Muslim, and non-Muslims should come
together and extend their hands to each other to help their wounded
and shattered people with many, many orphaned children and women
who were left defenceless, and who were struggling day by day. To
take them back to their homeland!

During Saddam’s ruling era, between 1970 and 2003, many Turkmen
people were forced to change their national identity and ethnicity to
Arab. Turkmen had no rights to build up or own land in Kirkuk unless
they changed their national identity and became Arab.

In addition, Turkmen were forced by the Ministry of Planning in Iraq
and were being paid as little as five hundred Iragi dinars to do so.
They could sell their land, but not buy land in Turkmen populated
areas in general and especially not in Kirkuk. Arabs were given free
grants and land to come to live in Kirkuk to change the demographic
nature of the city and dilute the Turkmen into Arab society.

“©
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Figure (1) Turkmen’s students in their traditional clothes, Turkmen Eli
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After Saddam’s ruling period in 2003, the situation of Turkmen has
not been better off, with many feelings that the post-Saddam period
was worse under Kurdish control when Kurds took control of Kirkuk.
All the government buildings, empty houses, as well as military
campuses, were turned into houses for Kurdish families which were
also bought illegally, to change the demographics of the city. This was
done hurriedly in a very speedy manner.

There were thousands of disputed lands and assets confiscated from
Turkmen citizens during the Ba’ath regime, which have not been
returned to their original owners, in Telafer, Erbil, Mosul, Altun
Kopru, Kirkuk, Yaychi, Tesin, Terkalan, Taza, and Tuz Khormatu and
many other Turkmen towns and villages.

1.4 GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION OF TURKMENS

The Turkmen territories are considered as a buffer zone separating
Arabs from Kurds. Cultural, social, religious, economic, and political
factors have influenced the relations and distribution of the population
of Turkmen in the area. The Turkmen of Irag are merchants, manual
laborers, and professionals.

Turkmen are concentrated in the northern and central regions of Irag.
This is a diagonal strip of land stretching from Telafer at the north-
Syrian border to Diyala province in the middle part of Irag.
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Figure (2) Map of Iraq showing the Turkmen inhabitant area in Turkmen Eli.

There are several major cities and some smaller districts where
Turkmen are currently living. These are four provinces of Iraq: Erbil,
Kirkuk, Saladin, and Diyala. In addition to these, historically Turkmen
populated areas that have encompassed Telafer; the towns and villages
around Mosul such as Al _Rashadiya, Shierkan, Telafer, Ewathiya,
Nabi Younis; villages of Shabak around Erbil, Altun Kopru, Kirkuk
city, Tassain, Taza Khormatu, Daquq (Taook), Bashir, Tuz Khormatu,
Amerli, Bastamali, Yengejeh, Brawachilli, Karanaz, Shasewan, and
many other villages around Amerli, Kifri, Karatepe, Karaghan
(Jalwalaa), Sharaban (Maqdadia), Kizilarbatt (Alsayadia), Khanagin,
Mandeli, and Kazania.

An estimated ten thousand Turkmen live in the capital city of Baghdad
too: in Ragiba Katoon, Al_Fathal, Al_Aathamia, Al_Salyiagh, Kanbar
Ali, Hay Adan, Zyuna, Al_Ssahab city and in other places of
Al_Karagh part of Baghdad. There are Turkmen in other middle and
southern parts of Iraq as well, from Albayat, Alkarghol, Alsalahi,
Amerli, Alatragchji, Babal, Al-Messan, Karbala, and Basra. Turkmen
are known as a community attached to their national consciousness,
traditions, and religion.
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1.5 TURKMEN FAMILIES AND THEIR SOCIAL LIFE

There are some similarities between Turkmen Arabic and Kurdish
societies. In the rural areas, it is mostly tribal, where people and heads
of families will be loyal to the head of the tribe. You will find that the
family will be proud of their origins and that they are using their tribal
titles and family names, some of which may come from their
grandfathers' or great-grandfathers' names.

There are some positive aspects to such allegiances, where the
families will be competing for various economic, social, and political
affairs. However, there are some negative aspects such that they must
be adherent to their cultural rules such as paying a ransom or using
these tribes as a means of gaining political or economic gain.
Unfortunately, this issue has been used recently during the Ba’ath era
to gain political seats in parliament.

Turkmen people living in urban parts and cities are more loyal to their
families than to their tribes. In recent times, this issue may have
contributed to Turkmens losing in the elections and the failure of a
fairer representation. Turkmens are weak in such gains, as they have
been divided amongst themselves, between religious groups, some
being Sunni and others Shi’a. Some of them will be secular against
being Islamic, while others are with the extremist versus moderate
groups. Some are nationalist and others are loyal to Turkiye, Iran, or
Saudi Arabia. All the above issues have caused significant damage to
the whole of Turkmen society in the recent political climate of the new
Iragi political system. Another reason that Turkmen have been less
represented is that Turkmen have lived in harmony with many other
groups such as Arabs, Kurds, Christians, Shabaks, and Yazidis in
Mosul province, and the past with the Jewish community. Turkmen
people have accepted the intermarriage between themselves and other
communities which may have also led to further underrepresentation.
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Chaykhana.

Figure (4) Turkmens relaxing at the Mahmoud Tea shop (Cayhana) in Teseen
neighbourhood, Kirkuk 1959
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Figure (5) Jut Kahwa market, Turkmen wearing Dishdasha and traditional dress in
1970, Kirkuk, Turkmeneli.
= 5

Figure (6) Eski Teseen Mehelesi Mehlasii
Chaykhanesi, 1968, Kirkuk, Turkmeneli.
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1.6 TURKMENS LIVING IN HARMONY WITH ANOTHER
IRAQI ETHNIC

The Turkmen in general, and especially the Christian Turkmen who
lived in Kirkuk citadel “Kirkuk Kalesi,” have lived in harmony with
Jewish people, especially before 1948, as since then, most of them
have left Iraq for Israel. Turkmens were, and still are, easy to mix with
and live in harmony with Arabs and Kurds, through intermarriages
happening between Sunni and Shi’a, as well as with other ethnic
groups.

The old religions of the Turkmen were Al-Shamaniya, Judaism,
Buddhism, and Zaradishet, but Turkmen converted to Islam after the
Islamic forces’ conquest of Central. Most Turkmen are Muslims, and
they are divided into two Muslim faiths: Ski’a and Sunni. In addition,
there are about 30,000 Christian Turks living in Iraq, and they are
known as Kala Gaveri. These two Turkmen Muslim and Christian
sects helped Turkmen to be more dynamic in Iragi society. They eased
mixed marriages with Arabs and Kurds; therefore, many Arab tribes
have originated from Turkmen, such as Al bayati. There is no
difference at all between the Sunni and Ski’a Turkmen about the
dialogue, language, or culture. Intermarriage between the Shi’a and
Sunni Turkmen is common. However, the Iragi government and
Kurdish militias have been trying to use various methods to divide the
Turkmen community by conducting a policy of divide and conguer.
The Shi’a in TUrkiye is known as Alevi and there are smaller Ja'afari
communities. Outside of Turkey, Ja'afaris (a reference to the role of
Jafar al-Sadiq in developing Shi'a jurisprudence) are called Ithna-
Asheri or "Twelvers" for their belief that twelve imams succeeded the
Prophet Muhammad. The Alevies in Turkey are not practically
committed to the Shiite Ja'fari figh because of being influenced by
"Batini" (mystical) beliefs (though they are theoretically committed to
the Shiite jurisprudence).
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Figure (7) a phto from the Ottoman era, Ashura walks in Istanbul. Husseiniya
procession in the streets of Escodar in the middle of Istanbul in the time of the
Ottoman Empire.

Figure (8) a photo from the Ottoman era, Ashura walks in Istanbul. Hussainiya
procession in the streets of  Escodar in the middle of Istanbul in the time of the
Ottoman Empire.
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1.7 TURKMENS’ CONTRIBUTIONS TO BUILDING UP
IRAQI SOCIETY

Many well-announced Turkmen scholars contributed to various fields
of education, culture, academia, military, and medical studies for
building up Iraqgi civilization in the recent history of Iraq:

Surgeon Doctor Burhan Mehmet Salman Kerkuklu was chosen as the
first Turkmen councillor in Kilis province in Tirkiye from the MHP
party. Professor Mustafa Jawad, Dr. lhsan Dogramaci, who was the
ambassador of UNICEF, who lived in Turkiye and refused to be the
Turkish president. Dr. Salam Al Dogramaci was one of the leading
professors in paediatric oncology and haematology in Iraq for many
years and Ershad Humuzli was the adviser to the Turkish president of
Abdullah Gul.

Turkmens gave birth to two well-known poets: Fazooly Al Baghdadi,
who has been buried in the Imam Hussain'’s Mosque in Karbala. Dr.
Ibrahim Al Dakookly wrote the first letter in Al Aalam in the Arab
world in 1972. He produced weekly newspapers and a news journal
about the role of the media in the Arab world. Other Turkmen
intellectuals, artists, musicians, and songwriters have played a
tremendous role in promoting the Iragi culture.

1.8 TURKMEN IN THE MONARCHY ERA

For decades, since the creation of the Iragi State in 1921, the Turkmen
of Irag and their plight have been completely ignored by the
international community. They have been the least listened to outside
Irag and the least defended by their government. Indeed, for decades,
the Turkmens have been denied their basic human rights in Iragq and
have faced total indifference from the international community.

The disregard of the Turkmen’s historical role and achievements in Iraq,
the denial of their true representation as the third largest ethnic group,
and, so, their marginalisation in Irag, was started by the British colonial
authorities at the end of World War | in 1918, for geopolitical and
economic reasons.

The fall of the Ottoman Empire in the Middle East was caused by the
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Arabs' betrayal and treason. During WWI thousands of Turkish soldiers
were killed by the Arabs and the Turkish garrisons were attacked and
burned by the Arabs with the help of British agents. Throughout the
history of the Middle East, the Arab nations have been guilty of betrayal,
treason, uprising, and revolt.

Figure (9) announcement the truce, >between the British forces and the Ottoman army,
in Baghdad in 1918

After the British invasion of Iraq in 1918, the British facilitated the
separation of the Mosul Vilayat ‘Mosul Province’ ““which now represents
five Iragi provinces: Mosul, Kirkuk, Erbil, Duhok and Sulymaniya “from
the Ottoman Empire, to control the huge oil reserves of Kirkuk, which
was inhabited by the Turkmen, as it had been for centuries.

During the British invasion of Iraqg, the Turkmen began to experience
a different situation. They were branded unjustly as being loyal to
Turkiye: they were removed from the administration, pushed into
isolation, and ignored. Then, their fundamental human rights in
culture and education were violated by the closure of their schools
between 1933 and 1937, and control of their Iragi oil and its export
was withdrawn.
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They coaxed thousands of British from the United Kingdom to the
Irag petroleum production with extremely high pay. During the
occupation of Iraq, all oil production; mineral, economic, and political
interests were fully controlled by the British. Billions of dollars worth
of Iraqgi oil were taken out of Iraq by the British, and billions of dollars
worth of goods were imported from Britain to Iraqg.

All the cars, manufacturing, food, heavy machinery, and oil drilling
equipment were imported from Britain. Iraq became a reliable source
of monetary profit for the Britain economy. This then enabled the
British to run the country with an 'iron vest' with the aid of Arabs.
These Arabs were carefully selected and were consequently
completely loyal to the British administration in Irag. So, it was
difficult for the Iraqgi people to rise against the British, and it was also
impossible for the British troops to leave Iraq due to needing to keep
control of the oil and for economic reasons.

L ~ % . .Aq
Figure (10) British troops parading in front of Qishla barracks in Kirkuk 1918
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igre (11) 'Furkish prisoners at the Kirkuk Kishla captured by the British occupation
of Kirkuk, 7" May 1918, in the photo the people of Kirkuk trying to help the Turkish
prisoners.

Figure (12) British troopé marching in front of Klrkuk Castle passmg through Khasa
Su, during the occupation of Kirkuk 1918.
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marching in front of Kirkuk Castle passing through Khasa
Su, during the occupation of Kirkuk 1918.

Figure (13) British troops
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Figure (14) British troops marching in front of Kirkuk Castle passing through Khasa
Su, during the occupation of Kirkuk 1918
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Figure (15) British troops marching across Khasa Su, and Kirkuk citadel is shown
pehind the troops.

Y

Figure (16) British troops parading in front of Kirkuk Csle, Kirkuk 1918
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Figure (17) British military camps in Arafa neighbourhood holding several airplanes,
soldiers, and offices in Kirkuk 1919.

1

Ifig‘uré‘ (18) the capture of the Ottoman army soldier’s prisoners by British troops in
WWI during the occupation of Baghdad in 1917.
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Figure (19) tﬁe capture ofthé Ottoman army soidiers by a British Troop in WWI in
Baghdad in 1917.

Figure (20) Ahmed Agha in Kirkuk in the 1945, Kirkuk, Turkmen Eli.
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Under the constitution, drawn up in 1932, the Kurds and the Turkmen
had the right to use their languages in schools and government offices,
and to have their language press. With the Arabs, the Kurds were
recognised in the first constitution of monarchical Iraq as one of the
three main part groups of the Iragi nation, but these rights have been
gradually taken from the Turkmen by successive Iragi governments.
However, constitutional rights were acknowledged to minorities in
Iraq, with the Royal Constitution of 21t March 1925, Article 16:
stating, “As determined by a general programme prescribed by law,
each of the minorities originating from various nations has the right to
set up schools where education is provided in the language used by
that minority and is entitled to be in charge of these schools.” It was
said in the Royal Constitution, which was valid until 1958, that the
Iraqi State consisted of Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen, and other minorities.
Moreover, according to Article 14 of the same constitution, Turkmen,
like other minorities, were also entitled to receive an education in their
language and to oversee their educational institutions. In fact, until the
proclamation of the republic, various constitutional amendments did
not cause ethnic or political discrimination. However, in 1933, the
definitive version of Article 17 of the constitution declared Arabic as
the official language, with legally defined exceptions. Legislation
Number 74, published in 1931, and entitled ‘Native Languages’ had
stipulated these exceptions.

This law allowed all judicial processes to be conducted in the
Turkmen language and primary school education to be in the Turkish
language in all regions where Turkmen lived; foremost amongst these
being Kirkuk and Erbil, and these rights were under constitutional
guarantee. However, in 1936, after the resignation of Hikmet
Suleiman, the brother of Sadrazam “grand vizier” Mahmud Sevket
Pasha, from the post of Prime Minister to which he had been
appointed two years previously, the new military regime began a
campaign of taking back the rights given by the constitution. Thus, the
Turkmen of Iraq lost the right to be educated in their native language.
The period of monarchy, from 1932 to 1958, saw the removal of
Turkmen from government posts and their deportation to Arab areas.
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Figure (23) Iraqi king, Faisal | the founder of the Iraqgi state upon arrival in London on
26 of August 1925

The suppression of the Turkmen peaked in 1946 when they were
subjected to what is historically known as the Gaver Baghi massacre
when the police opened fire on unarmed protesters among the Iraqi oil
workers in Kirkuk. Since then, and despite the formal independence of
Iraq from Great Britain and the end of the British mandate in 1932,
successive lIragi governments have applied the same policies of
marginalisation and discrimination towards the Turkmen as those that
were started and applied by the British in 1918, and for the same
geopolitical and economic reasons.

By the time King Faisal 1l conducted the national census in 1957,
most of the Turkmen population was already feeling oppressed by the
Baghdad authorities. Many of the Turkmen who participated in the
process filed false returns by listing themselves as Arabs to avoid
further persecution.

Before and during the census, leading Turkmen activists were seized
and interrogated by the police. Gathering places frequented primarily
by Turkmen nationalists, such as cafés and clubs, were either shut
down or kept under surveillance to intimidate them. The efforts were
successful as the official census record shows just 137,800 registered
Turkmens.
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Figure (24) Iraq Kirkuk paving a street by the IPC in the late 1940s the black oil
resulting from the liquidation of crude oil to spray the ground.

Figuf‘(e (25) Iraq, Kirkuk train station in the 1940s
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1.9 THE ABDELKARIM QASIM PERIOD “1958-1963”

The king of Iraq Faisal Il succeeded to the throne after his father,
Ghazi |, died in an automobile accident. King Faisal Il formally
assumed the throne on May 2, 1953, on his 18th birthday, but later he
was assassinated during the coup d'état of July 1958 which was
conducted by General Abdul Karim Qasim. However, the Turkmens
were not the only ones weary of the political situation, whereby King
Faisal Il imposed British policy in exchange for military protection.
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F‘igufe (26)‘Riﬁg Faisal 11 wi:c.r'\' his uncle Abdul 1lah weéringA a—n%ilitary uniform, 939
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58”, king of Iraq.

Figure (28) General Abdul Karim Qasim is receiving a reward from Prince Abdullah

after winning a reward in one of the military sports competitions on the 18t of
March 1948.1953
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Figure (29) King Fasil visits various Baghdad neighborhoods after his coronation in
1953.

Figure (30) Klng Falsal II's office at the royal palace burning.
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By 1958, the quest for independence had manifested itself into a
popular movement led by Abdul Karim Qasim. Once ignited into an
open revolution, the troops loyal to 23-year-old King Faisal 1l offered
little resistance. General Abdul Karim Qasim quickly secured power,
declared himself prime minister, pronounced Irag to be a Republic,
and ordered the execution of Faisal and his top officers and at this
point, the ties to Britain were officially cut.

Along with Abdul Karim Qasim and other Iragi military officers,
Abdul Salam Arif was a member of the clandestine organisation, the
Free Officers of Irag. During the summer of 1958, Prime Minister of
Irag Nuri as-Saeed ordered Iraqi troops under Abdul Salam Arif to aid
Jordan, as part of an agreement of the Arab Federation. Instead,
however, he led his army units into Baghdad and on July 14th
launched a coup against the Hashemite Monarchy.

General Abdul Karim Qasim formed a government under the newly
proclaimed republic and Abdul Salam Arif, his chief aide, was
appointed deputy prime minister, interior minister, and deputy
commander-in-chief of the armed forces.
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Figure (31) Letter from Mullah Mustafa Al-barzani to the sraeli Mossad
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The military coup of 1958 that toppled the first brought rays of hope
for the Turkmen when they heard radio announcements by coup leader
General Abdul Karim Qasim and his deputy General Abdul Salam Arif
that Irag was to be made up of three main ethnic groups, and that
Turkmen were to be one of them. Turkmen interpreted these
statements as the end of the suppression. However, happy days did not
last long. After the coup of 1958, General Abdul Karim Qasim
declared an amnesty and because of this, a Kurdish rebel leader
Mullah Mustafa Barzani returned from the Soviet Union and started
negotiating for a Kurdish autonomous region.

¥

Figure (32) From the left is the retired Israeli Mossad officer Sagi Chori, Mullah
Mustafa Barzani, and Idris Barzani in northern Iraq in 1966. Sagi Chori was an Israeli
General and in the early 1966-67 came to the North of Iraq from Israel to help and
train the Kurdish rebels to fight against the Iragi army.

The Kurdish rebel leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani returned from the
Soviet Union and started negotiating for a Kurdish Autonomous
Region with the Iragi government. The Kurdish leadership then
continued and keep closely in touch with the Israeli secret service. The
Israeli government continuously provided the Kurdish rebels with
military advisers and financial support. The Israelis' goal for
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supporting and recommending the Kurdish was to destabilise and
weaken Irag. During the Kurdish rebellion, there was continuous
contact between the Israeli secret service and the Kurds. There were
several visits by the Israeli agents to northern Irag, and there were also
several visits via the Kurdish leadership to Israel, and the Israeli
government continuously provided the Kurds with financial support
and military advisers.

Figure (33) from left to right Masoud Barzani, Menahem Nahik Navut (the head of
Mossad 1984-1986), Mahmud Othman who was a member of the Iragi parliament,
head of Mossad Zvi Zamir in 1968-1976, head of the Mossad Nahum Admoni (1982 —
1989) and Kurdish bodyguard. The photo was taken in Northern Iraq
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Figure (34) In 1969, Mullah Mustafa Barzani the father of the president of KRG
Mossad Barzani with lIsraeli Mossad agents Ahron Cohen and Nissim Veraham in
northern Iraq in 1966.
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Figure (35) from the left, Rehavam Zeevi, Maier Amit, and Mustafa Barzani
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Figure (45) The Israeli Mossad chief Rehavaam Zeévi with Mustafa Barzani in front of
the paper plate: "Xestehaneya Kurdistan" means The Kurdistan Hospital.
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1.10 THE PRESENCE OF THE ISRAELIS IN THE NORTH
OF IRAQ

Arabs, Turkmen, Turks, and Persians see the Kurds as a recalcitrant
nomadic mountain tribe and stooge of Israeli interests. In the mid-
1960s and 70s, Israel cooperated with Iran, then a US ally under the
Shah, to fight against its Arab enemies - lraq, Syria, and Egypt. As
part of the cooperation, the Mossad sent Lt. Colonel Tzuri Sagi to
develop plans for and to build up a Kurdish army to fight Iragi troops
in northern Iraq. Tzuri Sagi was also responsible for the Israeli
assassination tries against Saddam Hussein. His Kurdish cooperation
partner was the leader of the Barzani clan, Mullah Mustafa
Barzani. The Kurdish army that the Israelis created is now known as
Peshmerga. The son of Mullah Mustafa Barzani, Masoud Barzani,
was the illegitimate president of the Kurdish region of Iraq.

The KDP's relationship with Israel dates to the 1960s when Mullah
Mustafa Barzani met extensively with the Mossad coordinators David
Khajawa Keno and Haim Levakov. [4] Kurds in northern Iraq received
first aid from the Mossad, through the training that Jewish Kurds
received from Israeli soldiers. The Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol
built a hospital for Barzani's supporters. Israeli diplomats who were
sent to the region by Foreign Minister Aba Eban in the mid-1960s met
Mullah Mustafa Barzani to talk to him on behalf of Prime Minister
Eshkol. [5] The authors lan Black & Benny Morris explain this
relationship based on correspondence between the Israeli Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Mossad. In the introduction, the authors note
that Israeli military officials reviewed the book before it was printed,
and this is evidence of the correctness of the information held there.
Mullah Mustafa Barzani paid his first visit to Israel in 1966, where he
was received by Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan.

4 Salom Nakdimon, Israeli-Kurdish Connection 1963-1975, Telaviv-1996, page 23.
51an Black & Benny Morris, Israel's Secret Wars: History of the Israeli Secret
Service, Grove Press, New York, 1992, pp. 184-185.
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Figure (37) Barzani with the Israeli Mossad agent§ in northern Iraq
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Figure (38) General Eliezer Tsafrir an Israeli Mossad
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agen.t in northern Iraq.
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Flgure (48) Israeli Mossad agents in northern Iraq helped the Kurdish rebels in mid of
the mid-sixties of the last century.

Figure (39) from the left to the right head of Mossad General Meir Amit, Safti
Barzani, Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, Shemsettin Mufti, and Mossad agent
in Iraq David Kron in Israel.
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Figure (41) at the house of the Israeli Defense Minister Moshi Dayan, from left to
right, David Kron, Libkrib, Hrobin, Mahmud Osman, Rehavam Zeevi, Mustafa
Barzani, Israeli Defense Minister Moshi Dayan, Meir Amit, and Shemsettin Mufti -
Israel in 1968.
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Figure (42) Shneur Zelman Rubashov the third president of Israel from 1963 to 1973
met the Kurdish rebel leader Mustafa Barzani in 1968 in Israel

Figure (43) Mossad chiefs presented the military degree to the Kurdish rebel leader
Mullah Mustafa Barzani
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Figure (44) Israeli Doctors and paramedics with Mustafa Barzani in front of Field
Hospital in northern Iraq in 1966 with Safti Barzani, Ahron Cohen, Nissim Avraham,
Sherko Sebri, and Diyar Kurdi Israel.

Figure (46) Mustafa Barzani visits one of the Israeli Air Force Squadron.
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Figure (47) the Kurdish rebel leader Mustafa Barzani with the Israeli president Shneur
Zalman Rubashov as the third president of Israel from 1963 to 1973.

Mustafa Barzani visited Israel; Barzani presented the Israeli official
with a gift, a Kurdish dagger with a blueprint for the Kirkuk oil
refinery, which was struck in cooperation between the Kurdish Party
and the Mossad. The attack was conducted by Mossad agent Yakov
Nimrodi, who was at the same time a military attaché to the embassy
of his entity in the Iranian capital Tehran. He also played a role in
Barzani's acquisition of Soviet weapons. [6]

The Mossad's support for the Kurds dates to the beginning of the
1960s when the Israeli military advisers in 1963 equipped them with
weapons and ammunition.

In August 1965, the Israelis opened training camps for Kurdish
officers. In June 1966, Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol met Mullah
Mustafa Barzani, and a year later they were assisted by Kurds over six
days with weapons and the allocation of monthly financial aid to them
by half a million dollars. Mullah Mustafa Barzani visited Israel twice,

6 lan Black & Benny Morris, Israel's Secret Wars: History of the Israeli Secret
Service, Grove Press, New York, 1992, pp. 329-327.
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first in September 1967 and again in September 1973, where he held
private meetings with Moshe Dayan. [7]

Mustafa Barzani on his second visit to Israel stayed at the home of
Jewish Kurd David Gabbay, who has been living there since 1950.
Gabbay spoke Kurdish well and managed to sort out the relationship
between Mossad and Barzani. According to reports from the CIA,
Mossad chief Ze'evi visited Barzani headquarters in northern lIraq,
asking him to intensify attacks against the central government in
Baghdad. Efforts to establish a Kurdish state in northern Iraq have
been influenced by Israel since the early 1970s when Israeli aid to
Barzani had not ceased until that period. Until it came to the Mossad
chief in that period, Meir Amit personally visited the north and gave
promises to the Kurds to help. [8]

During the 1973 war, the Mossad asked Mullah Mustafa Barzani to
attack Iraqi oil wells. The latter accepted the request and attacked. The
Kurds, especially the Kurdistan Democratic Party led by Massoud
Barzani, did not hide their relationship with Israel and their desire to
develop this relationship, which they denied before the occupation of
Irag to remove suspicions about them and avoid angering some forces
in the region.

The Barzani faction maintained its relationship with him until his fall
in April 2003 but after the occupation of Iraq by the United States and
its allies and the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003.
Hundreds of the Mossad agents accompanied the US forces. The
Israeli forces' duties were assassinating Palestinian opposition who
were on the lsraeli secret services wanted list and assassinating the
Iragi scientists and pilots who were considered a great danger to
Israeli state security.

During the occupation of Iraq in 2003 hundreds of Palestinians were
taken and killed in very strange and ambiguous circumstances. The
objective of the Israeli Mossad presence in Iraq was to eliminate the

7 Benjamin Beate Halahmi, Israeli Communications, 1B Torres Ltd, London 1988,
page 19.

8 Denis Ashinberg Ury Dan-Lee Landau, Mossad - The Israeli Secret Service,
Paddington Press, 1978, p. 267-268.
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intellectual, technical, and biological scientists and to destroy the
foundational structure of the country.

The Israeli Mossad and secret service were responsible for the
destruction of the Iragi museum and for stealing many historical books
and artifacts that were related to Jewish culture. In fact, within a few
months of the occupation of Irag, hundreds of Iragi military pilots,
scientists, and university lecturers were kidnapped and assassinated;
the Iragi people blamed the assassinations on both Iranian and Israeli
agents.

The Israeli interference in the internal affairs of Iraq did not stop there
but extended to the north of Iraqg. Israeli Special Forces and Israeli
Paramilitary volunteer forces flocked to northern Iraq under various
companies and organisational names. Their objective was to gain
lucrative profits by establishing training camps, training the Kurdish
Peshmerga, and advising the KRG against fighting the terrorists,
security training, gathering information and intelligence.

Israeli security companies were also involved in training the Kurds on
the gathering of information, communication, and interception of
phone calls. In addition, the lIsraelis were heavily involved in the
establishment of the Kurdish security forces which are known as
Asayish who are responsible for the kidnapping and assassination of
the Turkmen and Arabs in the north of Irag and especially in Kirkuk.
To strengthen his relationship with this entity, Massoud Barzani
officially allowed the monthly magazine Israel-Kurd to be published
in Erbil, where the Kurdish editor of the magazine published articles
and documented meetings with current and former Israeli officials and
officials who spoke about their relations with the Kurds and the
Kurdish movement, and their support for the Kurdish armed
movement in the 1960s and 1970s.
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Figure (49) Masoud Barzani allowed the monthly magazine Israel-Kurd to be
published in Erbil.

The Israeli Mossad has been visiting Northern Iraq for the past
century and these visits have increased dramatically after the fall of
the Saddam Hussein government. The visits by Kurdish officials to
Israel also increased.
After the fall of Saddam Hussein, the ex-lIsraeli army flooded into
Northern Iraq, taking advantage of the lack of security in place. They
did this by training the Kurds on the utilization of the latest military
equipment and urban fighting. Also, many of the Israeli secret services
came to northern Iraq to set up various companies. They were often
set up under other foreign national’s credentials to mask the true
ownership.
In addition, several Kurdish offices were opened in Israel and a
Kurdish-Israeli magazine was established.
The Israeli-Kurds magazine was established to strengthen the
relationship between Israel and Kurds. The magazine was providing
cheap propaganda and harming the relationship between Iragi ethnic
groups as it was continuously calling the Palestinians terrorists and
was providing cheap propaganda for the state of Israel. However,
during the Kurdish independent referendum, the state of Israel was the
only openly state that supported the Kurdish referendum, and Israeli
state media promoted the Kurdish independent referendum. Also, the
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Jews in the US had lobbied to promote the Kurdish referendum and
several media conferences were held in various parts of the US
supporting the Kurdish independent referendum.

Officially the US was also against an independent Kurdish state. Israel
was the only state that supported the referendum. Chuck Schumer,
Democratic Senate leader and a reliable Zionist tool, called on the
Trump administration to recognise an independent Kurdistan. Trump
could not do so because it would put the US in opposition to its allies
in Turkiye and the Iragi government. But the official position was
different from what the US did on the ground. US arms still flowed to
Kurdish forces in Irag and Syria.

The state of Israel was hoping for the success of the Kurdish
independent referendum this would allow the creation of a second
Israeli state in northern Irag.

The Israelis were looking forward to a Kurdish independent state for
several reasons; lraq was to be divided into three states; Arabs (Sunni),
Arabs (Shi’a), and the Kurdish state, and the division of Iraq would
be less of threat to the state if Israel, also the state of Israel would be
able to open an embassy in a newly established Kurdish state which
would give the Israeli's easy access to destabilize Iran, Tirkiye and
easy access for the collection of military information about Iran in
general, and especially about the Iranian nuclear activities.

Also, the newly established Kurdish state would be a lucrative market
for Israeli products to be sold and provide Israeli access to so-called
Israeli religious shrines in Northern Iraq in general, especially in
Mosul and Kirkuk.

In addition to this, the Israelis would be able to get cheap oil and
water from a newly established Kurdish state in return Israel would
provide the Kurds with heavy military equipment such as tanks,
artillery, and military airplanes.

Moreover, under the pretext of fighting the ISIL and terrorist
organisations in Syria, Iraq, and Lebanon, the Israeli pilots were flying
US aircraft, operating well outside authorities, and agreed-upon
operational zones, and hitting Iranian and Hezbollah Militia forces
inside Syria. Sources say that Netanyahu had become a regular visitor
to Erbil, meeting with Barzani on at least three separate occasions,
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assuring Kurdistan of Israeli backing against ISIL and the federal
central government in Baghdad.

Israel has been training Kurds to move into key oil regions of Iraq and
supporting the Kurds in occupying the city of Kirkuk when ISIL
occupied the city of Mosul. The Kurds began transporting oil as early
as late 2014, while Israel assisted ISIL, with US help, in taking Mosul
and the Anbar province. [9]

The Kurdish aspiration and dream for controlling the oil of Kirkuk
goes further back into Iragi history, with the military coup of 1958
bringing rays of hope for the Turkmens after the coup of 1958 General
Abdul Karim Qasim declared an amnesty and, after the Kurdish rebel
leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani returned from the Soviet Union,
started negotiating for a Kurdish autonomous region.

The situation of the Turkmens deteriorated dramatically and
drastically because of the hegemonic ambitions of Mullah Mustafa
Barzani and his plans for an independent Kurdish state in the north of
Irag, as well as his demand for the oil wealth of Kirkuk, which was
not only a necessity but also the main motivation.

The existence of Turkmens in the north of Iraq, side-by-side with the
Kurds, and the Turkmens presence in great numbers in Kirkuk, where
for centuries they represented the majority, were seen and felt by
Mullah Mustafa Barzani as obstacles to the realization of his dreams
for an independent Kurdish state and the control of Kirkuk's oil
wealth.

9 http://www.rojikurd.net/en/2017/10/08/is-israel-giving-their-allies-the-kurds-and-
air-force-to-fight-irag-and-turkey/ and Israel Giving the Kurds an Air Force to Fight
Baghdad (updated), By Gordon Duff, Senior Editor, and October 4, 2017.
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Figure (50) heflow of oil in the Baba Gurgur field, near
1927

Kirkuk City on 27 October
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Figure (52) the flow of oil in the first oil well in the Baba Gurgur field in Kirkuk.

During the time of General Abdul Karim Qasim, the Turkmen suffered
from marginalization and discrimination from both the Kurds and the
Iragi communists who dominated the regime in Iraq. The Turkmens
faced internal deportation, exile, arbitrary arrest, and detention,
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confiscation of properties and agricultural land, and, worst of all, the
massacre of 120 of their intellectuals and community leaders on the
eve of the first anniversary of the revolution.

On 14th July 1959, the Kurdish rebel leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani
and his Kurdish followers allied with the Iragi communists.

The city of Kirkuk was put under curfew and its population was
slaughtered by communists and Kurds.

The streets of Kirkuk were filled with blood and saw one of its more
brutal moments in history.

The Turkmen in Kirkuk were attacked and killed under the false
pretext that they helped the Mosul resistance against the central
government. The Kirkuk massacre was disregarded by the world and
the whole of humanity ignored it. It was only after this massacre that
the communist Kurds became aggressive enough to negotiate for the
inclusion of Kirkuk in their autonomous region.

During this period “1958-1963”, a mass migration of the Kurds, from
their villages in the north-east of Iraq to the Turkmens region and
especially to the cities of Kirkuk and Tuz Khormatu, was organised and
implemented to increase the Kurdish presence in Kirkuk and alter the
demography of the town.

The Turkmen of Iraq had actively supported Abdul Karim Qasim July
14 coup and hoped that in the wake of colonial rule, a new order could
be set up wherein all ethnic groups received equal opportunity and
representation.

On the first anniversary of the 1959 revolution, the Turkmens proved to
show their support for the new president General Abdul Karim Qasim,
tens of thousands of Turkmens deliberately ignored the existing
curfew and drove to Baghdad from Kirkuk, Mosul, Erbil, Telafer, Tuz
Khormatu and numerous smaller villages.

General Abdul Karim Qasim welcomed the crowd of Turkmens and
received their leaders inside the main hall of the Ministry. Playing to
the assembled crowd, the self-appointed prime minister assured the
Turkmens that the ‘new Iraq’ would be a utopian world where “all
ethnic groups in Irag were brethren and the Turkmens would be given
thoughtful attention by the new regime to enable them to enjoy full
citizens’ rights.
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Figure (53) Turkmens celebratlng the first annlversary of the 1959 revolution prior to the
mascara of the Turkmen by the Kurds and communists in 1959.

As proof of his sincerity in respecting the Turkmens, Abdul Karim
Qasim released the previously suppressed census data which showed
the Turkmens' actual population per the census of 1957 was 567,000.
Encouraged by these developments, Turkmen intellectuals began to
publish their weekly newspaper in both Arabic and Turkish entitled
Al-Bashir.

Figure (54) Turkmens wearin their traditional clohes waiting for the start of the
ceremony of the first anniversary of the 1959 revolution prior to the mascara of the
Turkmen by the Kurds and communists in 1959.
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ceremony of the first anniversary of the 1959 revolution prior to the mascara of the
Turkmen by the Kurds and communists in 1959.

However, the honeymoon between the newly liberated Turkmen
ethnic and Abdul Karim Qasim administration did not last long. To
complicate matters, trouble also started brewing between the Turkmen
and rival Kurdish warlords. At the same time, the communist
movement was sweeping across lIrag, unions were gaining political
power and Abdul Karim Qasim was having difficulty keeping his
military officers under control.

When Abdul Karim Qasim seized power in Iraq in 1958, the CIA
established a covert cell known as the Health Alteration Committee. In
addition, in plotting Abdul Karim Qassim’s assassination, the
Americans conspired with their Turkish counterparts on several
military contingency plans. Dubbed Operation Cannon Bone, a joint
US and Tirkiye task force was to invade northern Iraq and seize the
oilfields should a disruption in Iraqgi oil exports ever occur.

One of Abdul Karim Qassim key initiatives were the development of
the international association which became known as the Organisation
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). This vital commodity
cartel held its first meeting in Baghdad in September 1960. Such a
development was not considered to be in America’s long-term best
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interest. Against this explosive international backdrop, General Abdul
Karim Qassimm faced a more serious challenge from within.
Following an aborted coup attempt, Nadhim Al-Tabakchil, the
commander of the 2" Army Division in Kirkuk was relieved of his
command, and his replacement, Brigadier Dawood Al-Janabi,
immediately initiated a crackdown on Turkmens under pretext of the
nationalism and one of his first directives was to close the Al-Bashir
newspaper just 26 weeks after it had begun publishing.

Abdul Karim Qasim under Dawood Al-Janabis instructions, the
military police conducted weapons searches and seized the private
arsenals of many innocent Turkmen political leaders, once again
teachers and intellects were rounded up; many were arrested and
deported to Baghdad.

In Iraqg, the Kurdish communists were given free rein by Dawood Al-
Janabi, and the Kurdish militia and communists soon began a
campaign of violence against unarmed innocent Turkmen civilians of
Kirkuk.

Out of fear and frustration, a delegation of Turkmen sought an
audience with Abdul Karim Qasim in Baghdad to advise him of the
deteriorating security situation in the north in general and especially in
Kirkuk. The Kurdish communists in Irag armed with the propaganda
pamphlets and hate literature that had been openly distributed
deliberately by the communists clearly were persuaded to remove
Brigadier Dawood Al-Janabi from power in Kirkuk.

This move angered the Kurdish communists and the followers of
Chieftain Mullah Barzani. In the meantime, Prime Minister General
Abdul Karim Qasim had personally assured the Turkmens delegation
that their security in Kirkuk was a priority.

In June 1959, Abdul Karim Qasim overturned many of the deportation
orders that had been issued to the Turkmen dissidents, and they were
free to make their way back to Kirkuk from their brief relocation.
What the Turkmen did not realize was that Abdul Karim Qassim’s
promise of a safe environment was not being respected by the Kurds
and communist party members in Kirkuk.

On July 14, preparations were being made across Iraq to celebrate the
first anniversary of the new republic. Abdul Karim Qassim
government had issued a decree urging numerous organisations and
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ethnic groups to participate as a show of solidarity with the 1958
revolution which toppled the monocracy. The Turkmen's leaders
responded by organising a march through the streets of Kirkuk and
other Turkmen's populated areas.
On 14th July 1959, the first anniversary of the setting up of the
Republic of Iraq the city of Kirkuk was decorated with triumphal
arches. Ahead of festivities and ceremonies that day the city had a true
sense of a feast atmosphere. Turkmen’s children, women and men, and
the people of Kirkuk were dressed in their traditional and notional
clothes as they were waiting for the ceremony celebrations to start.
The labour unions, civil service organisations, professional guilds, and
student groups all encouraged their constituents to attend the official
march, while many other smaller associations planned their general
processions. [10]

r
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Flgure (56) On the 14 of July 1959, Turkmen celebrated the 1St annlversary of the
Republic and the photo shows the Turkmen celebrating the anniversary of the
Republic prior to the Turkmens being massacred by the Kurds and communists in 1959.

10 The public began to fill the street and they began singing, playing national games
with the joy of a feast and the official parade began. (WE HAVE NOT
FORGOTTEN THE KIRKUK MASSACRE, Ali Kerkuklu, the author of a book
titled * Irak’a Ozgiirliik Operasyonu ve Kerkuk Book)
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Figure (57) On the 14 of July 1959, Turkmen celebrated the first anniversary of the

Republic and the photo shows the Turkmen celebrating the anniversary of the
Republic prior to the Turkmens being massacred by the Kurds and communists in 1959.
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Figure (58) On the 14" of July 1959, Turkmen celebrated the first anniversary of the
Republic.
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Figure (59) On the 14" of
Republic.

July 1959, Turkmen celebrate the first annivesary of the

Figure (60) On the 14 of July 1959, Turkmen celebrating the first anniversary of the
Republic; prior to the mascara of the Turkmen by the Kurdish communists.
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and communists in 1959.

Figure (62) The Turkmen protestlng the massacre of the Turkmen by the Kurdish militia
and communists in 1959.

However, as the ranks of the various parades converged at the head of
Atlas Street in Kirkuk, near the main marketplace, the Kurdish
followers of Chieftain Mullah Mustafa Barzani sprung their well-
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coordinated trap. Scattered throughout the Turkmen marchers were
scores of Barzani’s shooters posing as demonstrators. At a pre-
arranged signal, they threw down their banners and pulled out hidden
firearms. As machine gun bullets ripped through the densely packed
crowds the terrified people dispersed.

During the chaos, Kurdish assailants began to execute a methodical
program of brutal assassination by searching out prominent Turkmen
activists: many of these individuals were hunted down in their
homes. The lucky ones were killed outright, while the unfortunate
ones were dragged into the streets, their legs tied to the bumper of a
car and then dragged at high speeds until their bloodied bodies
resembled sides of freshly butchered meat.

The innocent Turkmen citizens in Kirkuk were caught by surprise at
the scale of the Kurdish militia attack, the local authorities issued a
curfew, but there were too few police officers to enforce the
directive. As the police and soldiers bunkered down, the Kurdish
militia continued to rampage throughout the streets and the Turkmen
businesses were looted and burned, and both the landmark Atlas Street
and Al-Alamain Movie Theatres were destroyed by mortar fire. With
the entrances to the city blocked off, the carnage continued unabated
for three days. [11]

Many Turkmen leaders were taken to Kirkuk barracks from their
homes on the grounds that they were wanted by the 2nd Division
Command. Here, in the so-called People’s Courts, the leaders were
tried in five to ten minutes and then were shot.

Some Turkmens had ropes attached to two of their feet which two
jeeps headed in opposite directions tore them apart. After the corpses
that were dragged street after street were left exposed, they were then
passed over by trucks and tractors.

Turkmen intellectuals, artisans who had the soul of the country
beating in their hearts, and the youth, were being killed by
unbelievable methods. They were stuck behind motor vehicles hung
onto the electricity poles and were left under the fierce hot sun; some
had been buried alive. Other Turkmen had their eyes gouged out.

11 The massacre of Turkomans in Kirkuk on 14th July 1959.Among the others —
Encounters with the forgotten Turkoman of Iraq” by Scott Taylor.
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Apart from the dead, there were also hundreds of wounded Turkmen
and the people who saw this brutality went mad and lost their minds.
Hospitals in the city of Kirkuk were filled with casualties; a lot of
schools were used as prisons because there were no more spaces left
in detention centers and prisons. While these atrocities were being
committed by the Kurds and communist party members, the stores,
commercial centers, and houses that belonged to Turkmen were being
looted by Kurdish brigands.

In addition to their own safety, Turkmen had also lost their goods
when they were plundered by Kurdish looters and transported by
trucks to the northern regions. In the middle of the prevailing
uncertainties, was the rise of fires everywhere in Kirkuk. [12]
Although the military commander had let Baghdad know of the ethnic
clashes and Kurdish atrocities conducted against the Turkmen and
requested reinforcements, it was the heroic action of Turkmen general
Abdullah Abdul Rahman who took a great personal risk to travel from
Kirkuk and to Baghdad. Only after a personal meeting with Prime
Minister Abdul Karim Qasim, then Abdul Karim Qasim did he realise
the gravity of the situation in Kirkuk. After that, Abdul Karim Qasim
dispatched a brigade of infantry to Kirkuk to stop the Kurdish militia
carnage against the Turkmen.

However, even after the soldiers arrived to restore order, the Kurds
continued to hamper the efforts to bring the fires and fighting under
control. Although the Kurdish militia did not use their weapons on the
soldiers, the Kurdish militia and communist members blocked the
streets and prevented fire brigades and ambulances from entering the
central square to clear away the bloated and rotting corpses.[13]

The tragedy, atrocity, and carnage that had been conducted by the
communist party members and Kurdish made the Turkmen hate the
communist party and because of that seldom you will see a Turkmen
individual supporting the communist party.

12 We have not forgotten the Kirkuk massacre, Ali Kerkuklu, the author of book
titled “Irak’a Ozgiirliik Operasyonu ve Kerkuk Book.

13 The massacre of Turkomans in Kirkuk on 14th July 1959.Among the others —
Encounters with the forgotten Turkoman of Iraq” by Scott Taylor.
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Figure (63) Jihad Fakhreddin,’ an innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by the Kurds and
communists in 1959 and the Turkmens who were murdered, later were hanged to poles,
and were dragged by the car along the streets.

Kurdish militia and communists in Kirkuk in 1959
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Figure (65) Atta Khyrullah, an innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by the Kurds and
communists in 1959.
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Figure (66) Ihsan Khyrullah, an innocent unarmed Turkmen civilian was killed by the
communists
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Fiure (E? Abdullah Bayati, an innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by the Kurdish militia
and communists in Kirkuk.

Figure (68) Kamal Abdulsamad, an innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by the Kurds and
communists.
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Figure (69) Nooruddin Aziz, an innocent unared Turkmen killed b the Kurdish and

communists in 1959, and his body was dragged by a car along the streets in Kirkuk,

Kirkuk, and Turkmen Eli.
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Figure (70) Adil bdumajed, an innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by fhe Kurds and
communists in 1959, Kirkuk, Turkmen Eli.
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Figure (71) Mohammed Awchi, an innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by the Kurds and
communists in 1959, and his body was dragged along the streets in Kirkuk

Figure (72) Salahaddin Awchi, a Turkman killed by the Kurds and communists in 959,
Kirkuk, Turkmen Eli.
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Figure (74) Corpses—of innocent unarmed Turkmens kiIIe by the Kurds and communists
in 1959, Turkmens that were murdered, hanged to poles, and dragged along the streets.
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Figure (75) Corpses of innocent unarmed Turkmens killed by the Kurds and communists
in 1959, Kirkuk.
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Figure (76) Corpses of innocent unarmed Turkmen killed by the Kurds nd communists
in 1959, Kirkuk, Turkmen Eli.
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Figure (77) The Massacre targeting Kirkuk's Turkmen conducted by Kurdish and
communist perpetrators lasted 3 days between 14 and 16 July 1959 which resulted in
the loss of many lives including children women and the elderly.
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Figurs (78) Turkmen killed by the Kurdish communists in 1939 in kirkuk
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Figurs (79) Turkmen killad by tha Kurdish communists in 1939 in Lkitkuk
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Figure (81) Turkmen protest after the mascara of te Turkmen by the Kurds and
communists in 1959
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Figure (82) Turkmen’s protest after the mascara of the Turkmen by the Kurds and
communists in 1959

Figure 83) the graveyard where the Turkmen were bu
and communists in 1959, Kirkuk, and Turkmen Eli.
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ried after being killed by the Kurds
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1.11 THE SOCIAL ERA OF GENERAL ABDUL SALAM ARIF
“1963-1967”

Almost immediately after the military coup of 1958 that toppled the
monarchy, tensions rose between the pan-Arabs Abdul Salam Arif and
Iragi nationalist Abdul Karim Qasim who also had the support of the
Iraqi Communist Party. The former supported a union with the United
Arab Republic “UAR” composed of Egypt and Syria under President
Jamal Abdul Nasser, but the latter opposed merging with the UAR. As
a result, the two leaders engaged in a power struggle, ending in
General Abdul Karim Qasim prevailing and the removal of Abdul
Salam Arif from his positions on the 12" of September 1958. He was
appointed to the low-ranking post of ambassador to Bonn.
Abdul Salam Arif refused to accept the post and upon returning to
Baghdad on the 4" of November 1958, he was promptly arrested for
plotting against the state. Abdul Salam Arif was sentenced to death
along with Rashid Ali al-Gaylani in February 1959 but General Abdul
Karim Qasim had him released in November 1961.
A new organisation, the Arab Socialist Resurrection Party, known as
the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party, persuaded the army that Abdul Karim
Qasim should be overthrown. General Abdul Karim Qasim was
overthrown on the 8" of February 1963, by a coalition of Ba'athists,
army units, and other pan-Arab groups that was led by the leader of
the Arab Socialist Resurrection Party, Ahmad Hassan al-Baker and
established the rule of the National Council for Revolutionary
Command with a non-Baathist president, Abdul Salam Muhammad
Arif.
Abdul Salam Arif had previously been selected as the leader of the
Iragi Revolutionary Command Council and after the coup he was
elected president of Iraq due to his popularity. General Abdul Karim
Qasim pleaded with Arif to be exiled instead of executed and
reminded Arif that he had commuted his death sentence two years
before.
Nonetheless, Arif demanded that General Abdul Karim Qasim swear
to the holy Qur'an that it was he, Abdul Salam Muhammad Arif, who
had been the real leader of the 1958 coup. Abdul Karim Qasim refused
his request and consequently, Abdul Karim Qasim was executed.

77


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Arab_Republic

oF S & " /
Figure (84) Abdul Karim Qasim after receiving treatment in hospital after surviving
an assassination attempt in 1959.
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Figure (85) General Abdul Karim Qasim was killed in the coup in 1963.

The ensuing era of General Abdul Salam Arif “1963-1967” was one of
the best periods for Turkmen in Iragq. The culprits of the 1959 Kirkuk
massacre was arrested and tried, and they were sentenced to death.
They were hanged in the two big squares of Kirkuk by the
government. During the General Abdul Salam Arif, the Turkmens
could run cultural associations, schools publish magazines and
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newspapers in the Turkish Latin characters and Turkmens were given
some high in government.

-
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Figure (86) From the left Abdul Salam Mohammed Avrif Aljumaily is sitting next to
Abdul Karim Qasim and on the left General Abdul Rahman Mohammed Arif

—
Figure (87) Abdul Salam Mohammed Arif Aljumaily and Ibrahlm Faisal aI |_Ansari
during a visit to Kirkuk, in Musalla neighbourhood in 1964

This made the Turkmens happy, and they demonstrated excellently
that as citizens of Iraq, they could work for their country and live in
cooperation with other Iraqgis.

Abdul Salam Arif rose to power in a bloodless military coup in 1963,
and his time in power is remembered for his policy of working
towards economic union with Jamal Abdul Nasser'’s Egypt. He
supported the idea of a pan-Arab alliance between Arabian nations and
gathered Iraq’s Arab nationalists under the umbrella of the Arab
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Socialist Union. Although he was chosen as president, more power
was held by the Ba’athist prime minister, Ahmed Hassan al-Baker.

i 5
X
Figure (88) Abdul Salam Mohammed Arif Aljumaily during a visit to Baghdad

Following a Ba athists-led coup in Syria in March 1963, Arif entered
his country into reunification talks with Syria and Egypt which had
split from the UAR in 1961. After the fallout with Jamal Abdul Nasser
in July, the Ba’athist government of Iraq removed all non-Ba’athist
members from the cabinet, despite Arif's support for Nasser. On
November 18, Abdul Salam Arif, with the support of disaffected
elements in the military, took advantage of a split between the Ba'ath
which weakened the party and ousted their members from the
government. Abdul Salam Arif formed a new cabinet, retaining a few
Ba'athists, but mostly made up of Nasserist army officers and
technocrats. He maintained his presidency and appointed himself chief
of staff.

A month later, he handed the latter post to his brother General Abdul
Rahman Arif, and the premiership to his confidant Lieutenant-General
Tahir Yahiya. In the fall of 1964, the Ba'ath attempted to depose Abdul
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Salam Arif but failed when their plot was unveiled. Abdul Salam Arif
had the conspirators, including Saddam Hussein, arrested.

On May 26, 1964, Abdul Salam Arif established the Joint Presidency
Council with Egypt. On July 14, the anniversary of the revolution, he
declared the establishment of the Arab Socialist Union “4SU” of Iraq,
commending it as the "threshold of the building of the unity of the
Arab nation under Arab socialism.

It was identical in structure to the ASU of Egypt and like in Egypt;
many of the Arab nationalist parties were dissolved and absorbed by
the ASU. Also, all banks and over thirty major Iraqi businesses were
nationalized. Arif undertook these measures to bring Iraq closer to
Egypt to help foster unity and on December 20, plans for a union were
announced.

Despite this, in July 1965, the Nasserist ministers resigned from the
Iragi cabinet. President Abdul Salam Arif played a significant role in
Irag's construction and development of its infrastructure. On April 13,
1966, Abdul Salam Mohammed Arif was killed in a mysterious
helicopter crash, on the banks of the Shatt-al-Arab River in Southern
Irag. Abdul Rahman Al-Bazzaz became acting president of Iragq for
three days, and a power struggle for the presidency occurred.

In the first meeting of the Defense Council and cabinet to elect a
president, Al-Bazzaz needed a two-thirds majority to win the
presidency. Al-Bazzaz was unsuccessful, and Abdul Rahman Arif was
elected president who was elder brother, Major General Abdul
Rahman Mohammed Arif. On 17th July 1968 General Abdul Rahman
Arif's government was overthrown, and Major General Ahmed Hassan
al-Baker, a former premier, was appointed head of the Revolutionary
Command Council.
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1.12 THE BA’ATH PERIOD “1968-2003”

After the coup of 17 July 1968 a bloodless revolution coup in Iraq led
by Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, Abd ar-Razzaq an-Naif, and Abd ar-
Rahman al-Dawud that ousted President Abdul Rahman Arif and
Prime Minister Tahir Yahiya and brought the Iraqgi Regional Branch of
the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party to power in lIraq, efforts were made to
end the Kurdish rebellion in the north-east of the country.

Generous incentives were presented to the Kurdish rebel leader,
Mullah Mustafa Barzani, by the Ba'ath regime in 1970 to put an end
to his rebellion by offering him an autonomous Kurdish region with
Erbil city another Turkmen city as its capital.

revolution.

In doing this, the Iragi government acted in total disregard of the
Turkmens' interests in Iraq and particularly of those of the 300,000
unfortunate Turkmen of Erbil, who were sacrificed by the Ba'ath
regime and offered as a ‘present’ to Mullah Mustafa Barzani in return
for his acceptance to end the Kurdish rebellion.

In the 1970s, as it became more and more clear that Mullah Mustafa
Barzani's ambitions and plans were to take over Kirkuk, control its oil
wealth, and declare an independent Kurdish state, the Iragqi government
“Ba'ath regime” acted to maintain Iraq's territorial unity and to counter
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Barzani's ambitions. However, the Iragi government refused to accede to
the Kurdish rebels’ demands to include the Turkmen city of Kirkuk as
part of the Kurdish autonomous region for economic and political
reasons and because most of the population in Kirkuk were Turkmen.
Moreover, Saddam Husseins government did not conduct the
agreement of 1970; thus, the Kurdish rebels renewed their fight against
the central government in Baghdad. Nevertheless, the Ba’ath party
period beginning in 1968 opened one of the darkest chapters in
Turkmen’s history.
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Figure (90) Iragi President Abdul Salam Arif and Algerian President Houari

Boumediene and Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr in Baghdad 1963.
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Figure (91) Field Marshal Ahmed Hussein al-Baker, president since 1968, and
Saddam Hussein. In July 1968 General Abdul Rahman Arif's government was
overthrown, and Major General Ahmed Hassan al-Baker, a former premier, was
appointed head of the Revolutionary Command Council

The Turkmen Cultural Directorate which was originally set up by the
government to bring Turkmen under strict control was not working
according to the government’s plans. Thus, Saddam Husseins regime
started a new policy, which is commonly referred to as Arabisation
“Ta’rib”, invoked by the Iraqi government program.

Arab families resettled from southern Iraq to replace and dilute the
Turkmen population but the Turkmen opposed policies of the Ba'ath
regime and vigorously contested the regime's authoritarian Arabisation
policy. By 1972, the Iragi government prohibited both the study of the
Turkmen language and Turkmen’s media, and in 1973, any reference
to the Turkmen was omitted from the provisional constitution. During
the 1980s, the regime, the Ba’ath Party, prohibited even public use of
the Turkmens language and the constitution of 1990 only states that
the ‘people of Iraq’ consist of ‘Arabs and Kurds’.

As | have stated, to reduce the concentration of the Turkmen
population in Turkmen Eli regions in general, and Kirkuk in particular,
the Iragi government established an Arabisation policy, which can be
defined as the systematic forcible transfer of the Turkmen and Kurdish
populations, aimed at changing the demographic nature of northern
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Irag. Arab families who were brought from southern Iraq to replace
and dilute the Turkmen and Kurd populations were conducted under
the Iraqi government's program of Arabisation. The forced and
arbitrary transfer of populations is not permissible under international
law and is a crime against humanity. Nevertheless, Saddam Hussein s
government sought to alter the demographic makeup of northern Iraq
to reduce the political power and presence of Turkmens and Kurds and
to consolidate control over this oil-rich region; these covered areas
reaching from the town of Mandeli, close to the Iranian border, to the
Syrian and Turkish border areas around Telafer.

During the Arabisation policy, many Turkmen and Kurdish villages
were bulldozed, and new Arab settlements were built nearby. The
main object of the Arabisation policy was to reduce the Turkmens
population in Kirkuk and the surrounding regions. Therefore, the Iraqi
government annexed the district of Tuz Khurmatu, which was linked
to Kirkuk City until 1970. Because of the Arabisation policy, the
Ba’ath regime decided to link it to a newly established province,
called Salahaddin “Tikrit“, which is 130 km from Kirkuk, while Tuz
Khormatu is 75 km from Kirkuk. Nevertheless, the district of Tuz
Khurmatu city was annexed to the Salahaddin province by official
government legislation number 434, which was issued on 1lth
September 1989. [14]

In addition, the Ba ath regime linked the Kifri district to the Diyala
province. The Turkmens district of Altunkopru, which was annexed
from Erbil, governed the Kirkuk province; thus, the area that Kirkuk
governed was reduced from 19,543 km? to 9,426 km?, becoming the
fourth largest province in Irag. [15]

The properties and most other assets seized from the Turkmen victims
were distributed amongst the new Arab arrivals as part of a package of
economic incentives. Simultaneously, the Iragi government brought in
landless Arabs from the nearby Al-Jazeera desert in Northern Irag and
others from central and southern Iraq to settle in the Turkmen region.
Furthermore, titles for the rich agricultural lands seized from the

14 Aziz Kadir Samanci, Political History for The Iragi Turkoman, Page 34, First
Edition, Year 1999, Published by Dar Al_Saqi, London, United Kingdom.
15 Ibid Page 34
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Kurds and Turkmen were invalidated upon their expulsion, and the
land was then leased under annual contracts to Arab farmers. Many of
those expelled Turkmens have been living in camps for the internally
displaced people in the northern Kurdish-controlled area.

The forced mass displacement of populations based on their ethnic
identity and attempts to Arabise Kirkuk and Tuz Khormatu date back
to the discovery of major oil reserves in Kirkuk City in the 1920s,
while Iraq was still under British mandate. The oil from the Kirkuk
fields was not successfully extracted by the government until 1927,
but oil rights were first conceded to the Iragi Petroleum Company
consortium on 14™ March 1925. The Arabisation policy first occurred
on a massive scale in the second half of the 1970s.

During the Arabisation period, Saddam Hussein’s government
controlled the oil industry. In addition, the Ba’ath regime brought in
large numbers of Arab workers instead of employing local Turkmen
and Kurds in the Iragi Petroleum Company. The Turkmen were also
excluded by the Iragi government when the Iragi government
embarked on massive irrigation projects that began in the 1930s on the
Haifa, Qaraj and Kara Tepe plains around Kirkuk, which became a
rich agricultural region. Later projects helped the Iragi government to
settle several large nomadic Arab tribes from southern Iragq on these
newly fertile lands.

1.13 THE PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION OF 1970

The provisional constitution announced by the president of Iraq,
General Ahmed Hassan Baker, on 24th January 1970, Article 5, said
that the people of Iraq consisted of two groups: Arabs and Kurds. The
national and legal rights of all ethnic minorities were acknowledged
by the Iragi government within the unity of Irag. The cultural rights
were set to include the cultural rights of the minorities in Irag. In this
declaration, the section of the Turkmen rights showed that:

e The Turkmen shall receive primary education in Turkish in the
region where they live and the Turkmen language will be the
medium of instruction at the primary education stage.

o A directorate of Turkmen education shall be established and
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attached to the Ministry of Culture and Information.

e Turkmen publications shall be encouraged and assisted, and this
shall be attached to a union of Iraqi writers.

o A weekly newspaper and a monthly magazine in the Turkish
language shall be published.

e The number of Turkmen TV programs in the Turkmen language on
Kirkuk TV shall be increased.

In 1972, at the height of the Cold War, Iraq signed a 15-year treaty
with the Soviet Union. Saddam Hussein’s regime undertook wide-
ranging social and economic reforms to try to increase its popularity.
By March 1970, an agreement was reached between the Iraqi
government and the Kurdish Democratic Party “KDP“ over the
establishment of an autonomous Kurdish region. The government also
nationalised the Iragi Petroleum Company, which had been set up
under the British administration and was pumping cheap oil to the
West.

Soaring oil revenues resulting from the 1973 oil crises, the Iraqi
government invested in industry, education, and healthcare, raising
Iraq’s standard of living to one of the highest in the Arab world.
However, Saddam Hussein’s government did not conduct the
agreement of 1970; thus, a conflict broke out between the Kurds and
the government’s armed forces in the spring of 1974.

|

Figure (92) Houari Boumediene presidents of Algeria, Saddam Hussein and Shah of
Iran, Mohammed Riza Pahlavi
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The Kurdish rebels in the north of Iraq by Mullah Mustafa Barzani
funded by the Shah of Iran, Mohammed Riza Pahlavi to rebel against
the central government in Baghdad.

The intensity of the conflict and the economic damage caused to the
Iragi economy pushed Baghdad to the negotiating table with Iran, in a
famous agreement that was signed between the Shah of Iran,
Mohammed Riza Pahlavi, and Saddam Hussein in Algeria, where Iraq
agreed to share control of the disputed Sha’tt al-Arab waterway with
Iran.

The Shah of Iran, Mohammed Riza Pahlavi cut off the Kurds’ funds
and the lraqgi regime put down their uprising. In addition, Saddam
Hussein extended his grip on power, stationing relatives and allies in
key government and business roles. In 1978, the Ba’ath regime passed
a new law, under which membership of opposition parties became
punishable by death. The following year, Saddam Hussein forced
General Ahmed Hassan al-Baker s resignation officially, because of ill
health — and assumed the presidency. He executed dozens of his rivals
within days of taking power.

Figure (93) On the 20th of March 1970, Saddam Hussein “right”, Deputy Chairman of
the Revolutionary Command Council and Assistant Secretary of the Socialist Arab
Ba’ath Party, visited Erbil to meet with Mullah Mustafa al-Barzani, leader of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party.
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showing a submission of his resignation due to family matters.

During the Saddam government, ten of the thousands of Iraqi
paramilitary Kurds, who were known by the Iragi government as
Fursans, were established and armed by the Iragqi government. The
Fursans mainly consisted of Kurds and were employed and supported
with light arms and government cars. These Kurdish paramilitary
Fursans were mainly used to quell any uprising and pass information
to the Iragi secret services about the opposition groups and deserters
from the Iraqi army.

The pro-Iragi government Kurdish forces called Furans, also called by
the Kurdish rebels and opposition groups as Jash which stands for a
small donkey in the Kurdish language. The Fursan's salary was paid
by the Iragi government and militarily equipped by the Saddam
Hussein government.

They were responsible for the death of thousands of Turkmen and
Kurds. They worked as informers, and they were provided with light
arms AK-47s and cars by the Iragi government. These Fursans also
were leaking information to the Kurdish rebels about the Iraqi security
plans, and army movements and storming the opposition houses. After
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the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003, all the Fursans
who worked for the Iragi government switched sides, joined the
Peshmerga forces, and took an exceedingly elevated position within
the KRG. Instead of these criminals being arrested and tried for the
crimes they committed against the Turkmen and innocent Kurds, both
Kurdish parties rewarded them.

In addition to this, during Saddam Hussein's government rule,
hundreds of thousands of Shi’a Arabs were working and supporting
the Saddam Hussein government - they were known by the Iraqi
government as Al_Jaysh Al_Shaibi.

The Al_Jaysh Al_Shaibi supported the Iragi government quelling
various uprisings in lraq, passing information to the Iragi secret
services about the opposition groups, and informing and arresting
deserters from the Iraqi army. Al_Jaysh Al_Shaibi worked jointly with
the lraqi Secret Service in arresting people and patrolled the streets at
night to protect the security and governmental building and protection
of the Ba’ath party headquarters. There were thousands of secret
service police working for the Saddam Hussein government in the
north of Iraq, especially in Kirkuk. The overwhelming majority of
these secret police were brought by the Iragi regime from Southern
Iraq, and they were Shi‘a sectarian. These police were heavily
involved in arresting, abusing, torturing, and imprisonment of people,
harassing innocent Turkmen people, and killing Turkmen people.
However, after the fall of the Saddam Hussein government, most of
these secret police were at large and joined the government that was
established by the allied forces, whereas the hundreds of thousands of
the Al _Jaysh Al_Shaibi who supported the Ba’ath party joined the
political parties that were established after the fall Saddam Hussein
regime.

These Al_Jaysh Al_Shaibi members had taken a prominent position in
the various Irag governments that had become established after the fall
of Saddam Hussein, while the hard cores of the Saddam Hussein
government supporters and hierarchy officers joined the rebel groups
such as Al-Qaida and ISIL.

The Geography of Irag literature taught in secondary schools
published by the prime minister and defense minister of Irag in 1929
Taha Al Hashemi clearly showed on page 243 that the population of
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the city of Kirkuk in 1920 is 92,000 and overwhelming majority of the
population are Turkmen then followed by the Kurds and then Arabs as
shown in the figures (94a) and (94b)

Figure (94a) An example of a Geography of Irag book published by the prime
minister and defense minister of Iraq in 1929 Taha Al_hashemi.
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Figure (94b) Figure (94a) An example of a Geography of Iraq book published by the
prime minister and defense minister of Iraq in 1929 Taha Al-Hashemi.
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1.14 KURDS MET THE CIA PRIOR THE US INVASION OF
IRAQ 2003

Before the American invasion of Irag in 2003, many American troops
were already stationed in military camps in Kuwait. Before
launching their military invasion against Saddam Hussein's
government, an Israeli Mossad team arrived in Kuwait and provided
the American troops with the names of Iraqi scientists, particularly
those who had participated in developing Irag's nuclear program and
biological weapons.

The Israeli Mossad's recommendations to the U.S. military forces
before the invasion were to arrest the Iragi scientists involved in
these programs, transfer them to the U.S., and benefit from their
scientific expertise. Scientists who refused to cooperate with U.S.
military forces were to be eliminated.

One of the Iragi scientists sought by the Americans was Huda Salih
Mahdi Ammash, often demonized as "Mrs. Anthrax" by the Anglo-
American media due to her alleged but unproven association with
Irag's discontinued biological weapons program—a part of the
propaganda campaign to justify the Iraqg War. Ammash was number
53 on the Pentagon's list of the fifty-five most wanted individuals in
Irag, represented as the five of hearts in the deck of most-wanted
Iragi playing cards, and the only woman to be featured. She
surrendered to coalition forces on May 9, 2003, and was one of two
Iragi women known to be in U.S. custody as of April 2005. However,
she was later released without being charged.

In August 2005, the American Association for the Advancement of
Science called for Huda Salih Mahdi Ammash to either be sent to
trial or released. Although she has neither been charged with a crime
nor brought to trial, the Iraqi scientist remains in prison, accused by
the U.S. government of being the head of Saddam Hussein's
biowarfare program for which no evidence has been found.

Another scientist, Dr. Rihab Taha, led Irag's biological weapons
program until 1995. American troops transferred over 70 Iraqi
scientists to the U.S., where they were coerced into cooperating with
the U.S. government. In contrast, more than 310 Iraqi scientists and
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academics were eliminated by the U.S. and Israeli secret services in
Iraq for refusing to cooperate with U.S. forces.

An interview was conducted by Ghasan Sherbel, the chief editor of
the Middle Eastern newspaper "Al-Sharq Al-Awsat," with Masoud
Barzani, the president of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
before the toppling of Saddam Hussein.

Mr. Barzani stated that he and Jalal Talabani, who was the president
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), were informed by a
delegation from Washington that the U.S. government had decided to
topple Saddam Hussein's government. The delegation arrived in
northern Iraq and invited them to the U.S. to discuss the impending
governmental changes in Irag. Consequently, Masoud Barzani, Jalal
Talabani, and | travelled to the U.S., where we had a meeting with a
U.S. official. During the meeting, we were told that there had been
significant changes and developments in the region, and the decision
had been made to change the regime in Irag.

Mr. Barzani further stated that the meeting included a representative
from the U.S. State Department responsible for Middle Eastern
affairs, the CIA deputy chief, and officials from the Pentagon. During
this meeting, they were informed that the U.S. government had
firmly decided to initiate a regime change in Irag and sought their
opinions and recommendations on the matter.

In the interview, Barzani mentioned that the U.S. needed political
coverage and support before conducting the operation to topple
Saddam Hussein's regime. From the Kurdish perspective, Barzani
acknowledged that the Americans had already made their decision to
overthrow Saddam Hussein's government. The Kurds understood
their opinion would not significantly influence the U.S. decision,
whether they supported or opposed the operation.

Masoud Barzani stated that they had informed the Americans about
the importance of what would happen to the Kurds after the fall of
the Saddam Hussein regime. The Americans requested that we hold a
political conference, including all Iragi opposition forces, to decide
the type of government that would be established in Irag. In
December 2002, we approached all the Iragi opposition parties
regarding this American proposal. After consulting with most of
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them, it became clear that while many were in favour, a section of
the opposition objected.

Barzani’s meeting with U.S. officials lasted three days. On returning
to Iraq, he visited Damascus and met with President Bashar al-Assad
and Abdul-Halim Khaddam, the former Syrian Vice President, and
Foreign Minister, who later defected to France in 2005. In the
meeting, Barzani informed them that the Americans had decided to
topple the regime in Iraq. President Bashar al-Assad did not object
and advised us to do what was most beneficial for the Kurds, while
Abdul-Halim Khaddam's response was notably ambiguous.

Masoud Barzani stated in his interview that he had informed Iranian
government officials during his visit to Tehran. At that time,
President Rafsanjani and Qassim Soleimani agreed with the
American proposal for regime change in Irag. Barzani also requested
that the Iranian government apply pressure on Iragi opposition forces
and factions aligned with them.

Additionally, Barzani mentioned in his interview that he had
conveyed the American proposal to the Turkish government. The
Turkish officials informed Barzani that they would accept the
proposal only if the U.S. allowed two Turkish military units to enter
the cities of Mosul and Kirkuk.

1.15 ISRAELI SPECIAL FORCES INVOLVEMENT IN THE
ASSASSINATION OF THE PALESTINIAN IN IRAQ AND
SUPPORTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A KURDISH
ESTATE.

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003, a
significant number of Israeli Mossad agents and former Israeli
military personnel entered Irag. With the assistance of the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG), they established several training
camps in northern Iraq. These ex-Israeli armed forces members were
offered lucrative incentives by the KRG. The primary objective of
the Israeli military advisers was to train the Kurdish militia, special
police, and secret police in the use of various weapons, anti-terrorism
combat techniques, and street fighting and to provide military advice
to the KRG forces.
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The Israeli military advisers were generously compensated by the
KRG, funded by money from smuggled oil via the Kirkuk pipelines.
However, even before the U.S. and U.K. invasion of Iraq, the Israeli
military, in collaboration with U.S. armed forces, had established
special teams responsible for targeting, arresting, kidnapping,
assassinating, and interrogating Palestinians, particularly Palestinian
leadership members who had settled and established political bases
in lrag. Additionally, these Israeli forces were involved in the
assassination of Iraqgi scientists and pilots.

Israeli security forces arrested the wanted Palestinians in Baghdad
with the assistance of American forces. Many of the arrested
Palestinians were killed during interrogations conducted with the
help of U.S. forces in lIrag. Additionally, Israeli Special Forces
played a significant role in the interrogation and torture of both Iragis
and Palestinians in Abu Ghraib prison.

The Israeli military advisers in Iraq provided the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) with specialized communication interception
equipment to monitor the phone calls of ISIL terrorists, particularly
targeting key Iragi intellectuals, members of political parties, and
Iragi parliamentarians. This equipment was also used to intercept
communications of Turkish intelligence personnel and monitor the
activities of Turkish companies in northern Iraq, with a special focus
on the Turkish secret service, Milli Istihbarat Teskilat: (MIT), which
was involved in gathering information on PKK militants in the
region.

In addition, Israeli special forces in Iraq were extensively involved in
aiding, planning, advising, and providing consultation to the KRG,
particularly regarding the annexation of the city of Kirkuk. The
Israeli support did not end there but continued with the establishment
of various espionage cells throughout northern Iraq, especially in the
city of Erbil. These cells operated under various company names and
charitable organisations. The primary objectives of these Israeli
operations in northern lraq were to gather intelligence on ISIS
terrorist groups, pro-lranian militias, and Turkish activities in the
region.

Israeli activity in northern Irag became particularly evident during
the Kurdish referendum. Both Israeli and U.S. media supported the

96



Kurdish push to annex Kirkuk from lIraq. Israeli support for the
referendum peaked in U.S. media, influenced by the fact that a
significant portion of the media in the U.S. is controlled by Jewish
interests. However, Israeli backing for the Kurdish referendum was
not driven by a genuine affinity for the Kurdish nation but was aimed
at furthering Israel’s interests. This support aligned with a long-term
political strategy to divide and disintegrate Iraq while securing
control over the oil and mineral wealth in northern Iraq through the
KRG.

1.16 THE DANGER OF ESTABLISHING NEWS KURDISH
ESTATE IN NORTHERN IRAQ WITH THE PRESENCE
OF ISRAELI TROOPS

Many Iragis have wondered why Israel is so keen and invested in
supporting and establishing political and economic ties with the
Kurds, as opposed to other ethnic groups. The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) in Iraq sees Israel as a crucial ally, particularly
after the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime, for several reasons.
The Kurdish leadership in northern Iraq believes that Israel could
serve as a powerful advocate for Kurdish statehood in the West. This
was underscored when President Shimon Peres raised the issue of
Kurdish independence during a June 2014 meeting with President
Barack Obama. The KRG understands the significant value of
support from Jewish and Israeli opinion leaders in advancing the
Kurdish cause in the international arena.
Israel is highly interested in establishing a close relationship with the
KRG, as the creation of a Kurdish state in northern Iraq could bring
substantial benefits to Israel. The strategic importance of this
relationship can be summarized as follows:
The establishment of a Kurdish state would significantly bolster
Israel's political, economic, and military position, and contribute to
regional stability. It would also help to divide the Arab world,
thereby creating a setback for the Palestinian issue. This division
would weaken the Palestinian cause in the international arena and
among Arab states, while simultaneously introducing additional
instability into the Middle East.
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Furthermore, the political focus of the Arab world would likely shift
towards the newly established Kurdish state in northern Iraq,
redirecting attention away from Israel. This diversion of attention
could be advantageous for Israel in the region's complex geopolitical
landscape.
Establishing a new state in northern Irag would significantly benefit
Israel by undermining the stability, security, and territorial integrity
of neighbouring countries such as the Republic of Iraq, the Republic
of Syria, the Islamic Republic of Iran, and the Republic of Tirkiye.
These countries are staunchly opposed to the creation of a Kurdish
state in the region.
The establishment of a Kurdish state would enable Israel to monitor
the activities of various pro-lranian militias and terrorist
organisations across Irag, Syria, Iran, and Turkiye. Furthermore, it
would facilitate Israel's ability to train Kurdish rebels from Syria,
Irag, and Iran in modern warfare techniques. This training could
encourage these Kurdish rebels to increase their attacks and sabotage
efforts against the interests of Iran, Syria, and Turkiye. Additionally,
the creation of a Kurdish state in northern Irag would enhance
Israel's military, economic, and political power, allowing it to play a
more influential role in shaping the future of the region.
In addition, establishing a Kurdish state in northern Irag would
provide Israel with substantial control over the KRG’s oil resources,
significantly impacting the region's economic landscape. This control
would impose a considerable obstacle on the Republic of Iraq’s
ability to export its oil and gas through the Kirkuk—Ceyhan Pipeline.
The creation of a Kurdish state would also facilitate the
establishment of Israeli military bases in the area, granting Israel
comprehensive access to all lands under KRG control. With this
presence, Israel would be able to offer full support to the Kurds,
including military training and strategic advice. The presence of
Israeli military forces in northern Iraq would likely create substantial
challenges for neighbouring countries, particularly the Republic of
Tirkiye. Additionally, northern Irag could become a haven for
Kurdish terrorists from the surrounding regions, including the PKK.
This situation would contribute to the destabilization of the central
government in Baghdad, both politically and economically.
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Furthermore, northern lraq would become a crucial market for the
consumption and exportation of Israeli military, agricultural,
medical, and pharmaceutical products. This would pose a significant
threat to and potentially disrupt the markets of Turkiye, Iran, and
Irag, leading to the closure of some manufacturers and potentially
causing an increase in unemployment in those regions. Establishing a
Kurdish state in northern Iragq would also boost the Israeli economy
by allowing control over natural resources, the tourism sector,
livestock, and agricultural resources within the Kurdish Regional
Government area. This control would enable Israel to leverage these
resources for economic growth and stability. Furthermore, a Kurdish
state in northern Irag would likely encourage Israel, Greece,
Armenia, and the U.S. to establish military bases in the region. Such
a development would pose a significant threat to the integrity, unity,
and stability of Syria, Iran, and Turkiye, all of which would be
strongly opposed to this outcome.

The creation of a Kurdish state in northern Irag could lead to
considerable internal and external destabilization. The region might
face inevitable civil conflict among Arabs, Turkmen, and Kurds,
resulting in major migration and displacement of ethnic groups
residing in the Kurdish Regional Government area. This conflict
could lead to widespread human rights abuses, alter the demographic
composition of the region, and present a threat of ethnic cleansing.
The displacement of indigenous people from northern Irag would
likely increase the burden on European economies due to an influx of
refugees. Additionally, such instability could revive illegal arms sales
in the region, leading to further tragedies and loss of life. In addition
to this, a Kurdish state in northern Iraq would significantly facilitate
operations for the PKK terrorist militia, enabling them to launch
more frequent and impactful military attacks against Turkish armed
forces and villages. This would contribute to major instability in the
region.

Furthermore, this would allow Israeli forces to train Iranian Kurdish
opposition groups, supporting their military activities against the
Islamic Republic of Iran. This setup would also provide Israel with
easier access to gather intelligence on Iranian activities in the region.
Such developments would enable Israel to meddle more effectively
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in the internal affairs of Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkiye. A Kurdish
state within northern lIraq would aid the Israeli Air Force in
conducting military strikes against Iranian nuclear facilities. 1t would
also enhance Israel's capabilities in gathering intelligence and
monitoring activities across Irag and its neighbouring regions.
Northern Irag would become a significant hub for Israeli espionage
operations. This would further threaten Iranian and Turkish
economies by disrupting the flow of Turkish-manufactured products
and goods into Iragi and Gulf state markets. This disruption would
impact the trade dynamics and economic stability of these countries.
The spark of a Kurdish revolution and uprising in neighbouring
countries would lead to significant regional instability. Northern Iraq
could become a focal point for drug traffickers, a haven for arms
dealers, and a refuge for mercenaries from around the world. This
situation would exacerbate regional conflicts and contribute to
further instability. The presence of Israeli forces in northern Iraq
would serve as a stepping-stone toward the creation of a Greater
Kurdistan, which is perceived by Iran, Syria, Irag, and Tlrkiye as a
significant threat. These nations view the establishment of a Kurdish
state as a potential second "terror state” of Israel within the heart of
the Islamic region.

The formation of a Kurdish state in northern Iraq would likely
prompt the Israeli regime to revive and advance the Bunyas oil
pipeline project. In turn, Israel would supply the newly established
Kurdish state with military equipment and training, which would
greatly benefit the Israeli economy. Additionally, Israel would openly
support the Kurdish state and seek to control the major Iraqi rivers'
water flows and electricity power stations. This control could lead to
severe shortages of water and electricity in lIragq, impacting
agriculture, industry, and employment, as many lIraqis rely on these
resources for their livelihoods. There is also a concern that the
diverted water flows could be used to irrigate Israeli agricultural
lands. Along with the presence of Israeli forces, would enable Israel
to develop both military and civilian airports in the region. These
facilities would be heavily funded, constructed, and operated by
Israel, thereby enhancing its influence over Iraqgi airspace, and
revitalizing Israeli aviation interests in the area.
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Furthermore, this development could encourage Jewish migration to
northern Iraq under the pretext of visiting Jewish religious sites.
Such migration would pose a serious threat to the cultural identity of
the Turkmen and Christian communities in the region, potentially
leading to their erosion and displacement. The state of Israel would
use northern Iraq as a base for targeting Iragi armed forces, Iranian-
backed militia positions, and Popular Mobilization Forces, like their
previous operations. The establishment of a Kurdish state and the
presence of Israeli forces in the region would likely exacerbate
instability, potentially inciting civil conflict and altering the region’s
demographic composition. This scenario could also encourage other
ethnic groups to pursue their aspirations for separate states, further
complicating the regional dynamics.

Israel views northern Iraq as a highly strategic location for recruiting
informers and agents to support its regime. The region is also crucial
for gathering intelligence on Iranian militias, Iragi Hezbollah, and
Popular Mobilization Forces. Moreover, it prevents Hamas leaders
from utilizing northern Irag as a military base and haven, thereby
avoiding potential tracking, targeting, and capture by Israeli special
forces. Establishing a Kurdish state in northern Irag, coupled with the
presence of Israeli troops, would offer the Israeli military enhanced
opportunities to train pilots in the challenging mountainous terrain of
the region. This training would refine their flying skills and
experiences. Additionally, an Israeli military base in northern Iraq
could streamline operational tasks for pilots, particularly in potential
strikes against Iranian nuclear facilities, by leveraging the Kurdish
Regional Government’s airspace.
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1.17THE ISRAELI SABOTAGE ACTIONS AGAINST THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKIYE

The Republic of Tirkiye's rising military, political, and economic
power has intensified anxiety and pressure on the state of Israel.
Israel perceives Turkiye's ascent as a significant threat to its regional
stability, integrity, and security. Under the leadership of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the Justice and Development Party,
Tirkiye's close ties with various Palestinian factions have further
deepened Israeli concerns. The party's vocal support for the
Palestinian cause exacerbates Israel's apprehensions, particularly as
Israel has consistently resisted acknowledging Palestinian rights,
despite numerous efforts by Arab nations.
The Justice and Development Party has consistently supported the
Palestinian people both politically and economically. This
commitment was strongly affirmed when the Aram Jerusalem Center
for Israeli Strategies and Security published a study by senior
researchers, warning that Tirkiye has become a powerful and
influential country in the Middle East, threatening Israel's regional
interests. The study highlights that since 2002, the Justice and
Development Party has actively worked to restore Tirkiye's political,
military, and economic influence on both regional and international
stages.
According to the report, Israel is increasingly concerned about
Tirkiye's expanding political and economic influence in the Middle
East, as evidenced by Turkiye's military bases in Qatar, Libya,
Somalia, Azerbaijan, and Northern Syria, as well as its military
presence in Iraq and Syria. The study also indicates that Tirkiye has
strengthened its influence in Lebanon, the Balkans, and among
Hamas leadership, further escalating Israeli concerns.
Additionally, many Israeli politicians believe that Tirkiye has
garnered widespread support across Arab countries due to its strong
stance against Israel, particularly regarding human rights abuses, the
oppression of Palestinians, and the expansion of Israeli settlements
on occupied Palestinian lands. Israel perceives that Tulrkiye is taking
significant steps that threaten its regional interests, particularly
regarding oil and gas exploration in the Mediterranean Sea. Tiirkiye’s
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growing influence has emerged as a major obstacle to Israel’s plans
to transport |Israeli and Egyptian gas to Europe via the
Mediterranean.

In response, powerful Israeli lobbies in the United States have been
working vigorously, cautiously, and persistently behind the scenes to
undermine Tirkiye’s interests, both in Europe and especially in the
U.S. These efforts aim to hinder Turkiye's development and its rise
as a regional power in the Middle East. The Israeli lobby in the U.S.
has actively campaigned to prevent Tirkiye from acquiring F-35
fighter jets, block the modernization of its F-16 fleet, and impose
sanctions on U.S. imports of Turkish goods, particularly aluminium
and steel.

The Israeli campaign against the Republic of Turkiye has extended
beyond mere diplomatic efforts, as Israel has also supported the
Greek government both politically and militarily. This support
includes providing intelligence and satellite imagery of Turkish
military bases and activities in the Mediterranean Sea. However,
Israel is fully aware that it is not in its best interest to make Tirkiye
an enemy, recognizing that Tirkiye's influence and power in the
region are indispensable, and a direct conflict could lead to the
destruction of the state of Israel.

Furthermore, Israeli intelligence has secretly maintained contact with
both the PKK and YPG, although Israel has refrained from openly
acknowledging its support for these groups, knowing that the
consequences would be severe. Despite Tiirkiye’s concerns about its
national security and stability, it has continuously waged military
campaigns against the YPG and PKK-affiliated terrorist groups in
northern Syria.

Although Tirkiye is a NATO member, like the U.S., the U.S.
administration, along with the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Israel,
Iran, and Saudi Arabia, has indirectly aided the YPG and PKK,
particularly during Turkish military operations against these groups.
In my opinion, the opposition from these countries to Turkiye's
military incursions in northern Syria was driven by a singular
objective: to weaken President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's government
and undermine Turkiye's unity.
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Israel firmly believes that the most effective way to contain the rise
of Turkiye economically, politically, and militarily is through
leveraging its lobby in the U.S. to pressure Washington to curb
Turkiye's influence. However, the political clout of the Israeli lobby
in the U.S. diminished significantly following the departure of
President Donald Trump and the arrival of President Joseph R.
Biden, particularly after Israel's military attack on Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip in 2021.

The partial withdrawal of U.S. forces from northern Syria and Iraq,
along with the meeting between President Biden and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the G7 summit in 2021, signalled
a willingness on both sides to make concessions and mend the rift in
U.S.-Turkish relations.

Despite this, the strained relationship between Tirkiye and the U.S.
has emboldened Israel to act more freely against Tlrkiye on various
fronts, particularly concerning the delivery of F-35 fighter jets to
Tirkiye. Israel has played a pivotal role in obstructing Tirkiye's gas
and oil exploration in the Mediterranean Sea, creating significant
obstacles by aligning with both Egypt and Greece. Additionally,
behind the scenes, the Israeli lobby has been instrumental in the U.S.,
contributing to the devaluation of the Turkish lira by pressuring the
U.S. administration to increase tariffs on Turkish steel and
aluminium. As a result, the tariff on Turkish steel was raised to 50%,
while the import tax on aluminium was increased to 20%.

Israel's efforts to undermine Tirkiye's interests did not stop there.
Israel forged an alliance with Egypt, Greece, and the United Arab
Emirates, establishing a military pact against Tilrkiye and supporting
French and Greek opposition to Turkish gas and oil exploration in
the Mediterranean. This alliance also demanded that the Turkish
military withdraw its forces from Libya, portraying Tlrkiye as a
threat to Israel and regional stability.

Furthermore, Israel conducted joint military drills with Greece,
deployed tanks to the Republic of Cyprus, and sent F-16 fighter jets
to Greece—actions that Turkiye viewed as provocative.

Amid Tirkiye's growing military power and its pursuit of multiple
nuclear power stations, Israel has become increasingly vigilant,
closely monitoring Tiirkiye’s nuclear activities. Israel is not only
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keeping a continuous watch on Turkish nuclear power stations but
also attempting to gather detailed intelligence on these reactors by
recruiting Turkish citizens and Russian scientists currently working
on them.

Israel views Tlrkiye's acquisition of nuclear power infrastructure as
a significant threat to its security. As a result, Israel has been working
discreetly with Egypt, France, Saudi Arabia, and Gulf states to
undermine Turkiye's influence. Some of these countries are also
acting behind the scenes to weaken the Justice and Development
Party in Turkiye, supporting Turkish political opposition at home and
providing financial, logistical, and military aid to the YPG and PKK-
affiliated terrorist groups.

Several of these countries were involved in financing the coup
attempt against the Justice and Development Party led by President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. In addition, Israel has consistently
collaborated with certain European countries to block the transfer of
advanced technology and equipment to Tirkiye, particularly those
used in military applications. Israel's objective is to hinder Tirkiye's
military development and maintain its military superiority.

Israel has also been coordinating with European nations to sabotage
Turkiye's progress in military manufacturing by spying on high-tech
Turkish companies that are competing with Israeli firms in the export
of military equipment. These Turkish companies are deeply engaged
in the research and development of cutting-edge military projects. To
undermine them, Israel has been attempting to deplete the talent pool
of these Turkish firms by offering lucrative incentives and excessive
salaries to lure away their scientists, software developers, engineers,
and key personnel.

These preliminary measures by the state of lIsrael are part of a
broader strategy to weaken Turkiye's military industry and hinder its
advancement in high-tech manufacturing. In my opinion, Israel's
aggressive stance against Tilrkiye stems from President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan's outspoken support for the Palestinian struggle
against Israeli occupation. President Erdogan has consistently
condemned Israeli aggression and the assassination of innocent
Palestinians on the international stage. Furthermore, Tirkiye's firm
insistence on equal rights for oil and gas exploration in the
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Mediterranean Sea has angered the Israeli government, prompting a
more hostile approach towards Turkiye.

The Turkish government's insistence on equal rights for oil and gas
exploration in the Mediterranean Sea has heightened tensions with
both the Greek and Israeli governments, leading to increased hostility
towards Tirkiye. In response, Israel and Greece lobbied aggressively
in the United States during the Trump administration to block
Tirkiye from acquiring F-35 fighter jets, aiming to maintain their
military advantage in the region and diminish Turkiye's influence.
The Israeli lobby in the U.S. began urging the White House to
remove Turkiye from the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program soon
after Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan approved the purchase
of the S-400 missile defense system from Russia. The powerful
Israeli and Greek lobbies in Washington exerted tremendous pressure
on the U.S. administration to cancel the sale of these advanced
aircraft and prevent Tirkiye from acquiring advanced F-16 fighter
jets.

Their efforts culminated in July 2019 when Tirkiye was removed
from the F-35 program, with the U.S. administration citing Turkiye's
decision to purchase the Russian S-400 air defense system as the
primary reason. The White House stated, "The F-35 cannot coexist
with a Russian intelligence collection platform that will be used to
learn about its advanced capabilities,” making continued
involvement with Turkiye in the program impossible.

The U.S. administration further argued that the Russian S-400 air
defense systems could compromise the security of its F-35 fighter
jets, claiming that the presence of sophisticated Russian equipment in
Syria would enable the encryption and interception of the jets'
sensitive operations. The Turkish government responded to this
narrative by pointing out that the same F-35 fighter jets provided to
Israel by the U.S were the ones Tirkiye had requested. Turkiye
expressed clear dissatisfaction with the U.S. decision to supply Israel
with F-35 jets, especially given that Israel was not part of the
consortium that participated in the manufacturing of the F-35s.
Despite this, Israel, backed by its strong lobby in the U.S,
successfully acquired the F-35 jets. Ironically, these jets were
stationed at an Israeli military base not far from Russia’s Al-Hamem
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military airbase in Syria, making it arguably easier for Russian forces
to intercept and decrypt the jets’ operations than if the jets were
stationed in Turkiye. This situation highlights what can be seen as
hypocrisy and a double standard in how the U.S. deals with the
Republic of Tlrkiye.

This scenario underscores that the U.S. may not be a fully reliable or
trustworthy ally for Tiirkiye. Despite the Turkish government’s
strong opposition to the U.S. pretext, significant pressure was exerted
by the Israeli lobby on the U.S. administration to harm and punish
Tirkiye, particularly over its support for the Palestinians. However,
President Donald Trump resisted calls to penalize Tirkiye with
economic sanctions over the S-400 issue, even in the face of
additional pressure from Congress and within his own
administration.

This also reflects the double standards applied by European
countries, particularly Germany. It is ironic that while Germany
decided to send contingents of Leopard tanks to Ukraine, it
previously requested that Tirkiye refrain from using German
Leopard tanks, which had been purchased by Tirkiye, in operations
against the PKK and PYD terrorists in northern Syria, citing that
German military equipment should not be used outside NATO
member states’ borders.

1.18THE ISRAELI PRESENCE IN NORTHERN IRAQ AND
KIRKUK

After the toppling of Saddam Hussein's regime in 2003, Kurdish
militias from both major Kurdish parties took control of Kirkuk,
seizing key positions throughout the city. As a result, Israeli agents,
and lraqi Jews, particularly those of Kurdish descent, began
returning to northern Iraq, especially to the cities of Erbil and
Kirkuk. These returning Jews started purchasing land and property,
often paying twice the original price.
This influx of Jews into lraq reminded the Arab and Turkmen
populations in northern Iraq of the events that transpired before 1948
in Palestine when many Jews from Europe, Russia, and South
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America migrated to Palestine under the pretext of fleeing
persecution by Adolf Hitler. The growing presence of Israeli Jews in
Kirkuk and Erbil raised concerns among Iragis, prompting questions
about the underlying Israeli interests in these cities.

Israeli interests in Kirkuk can be attributed to several factors.
Following the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in 2003, large
numbers of Israeli Mossad agents entered Iraq under the guise of
various fictitious companies, such as Raffedin, which were primarily
based in northern Iraq, particularly in Erbil. These companies were
protected by Kurdish militias linked to the Kurdish Regional
Government (KRG). Over a thousand Mossad agents infiltrated Iraq
after the occupation, establishing units in various towns. Their
primary mission involved kidnapping, assassinating, arresting, and
summarily executing prominent Iragi politicians, lawyers,
intellectuals, military pilots, scientists, writers, and Palestinians who
opposed Israeli policies and had sought refuge in Irag.

Initially, most Mossad agents were stationed in Baghdad, assisting
U.S. forces with the interrogation of Iraqi army generals, pilots, and
scientists. The Mossad agents' objective was to dismantle lrag's
foundational structures by eliminating Iragi scientists and pilots,
whom Israel perceived as major threats to its national security. As the
security situation in Iraq deteriorated and resistance against U.S. and
British forces intensified, many Mossad agents relocated to Kirkuk
and Erbil. They resided in various houses around Kirkuk's
government buildings and registered their companies under fictitious
names, including charity organisations. The Mossad agents, who
spoke fluent Arabic with Iragi accents, easily integrated into Iraqi
society. Many Kurdish operatives trained by Mossad and the CIA
before Saddam's downfall also joined these teams.

The Mossad teams based in Kirkuk began purchasing agricultural
land on the outskirts of the city. The Kurdish control of Kirkuk
facilitated Mossad activities by providing safe havens, logistical
support, and intelligence on former Iraqgi officers from Saddam's
army. Israeli agents were heavily involved in the assassination of
Iragi intellectuals, ex-army members, and politicians from both
Turkmen and Arab ethnicities. Their primary goal was to ignite
sectarian strife among the ethnic groups in Kirkuk. Despite some

108



Mossad team members dying under mysterious circumstances, Israeli
operations continued in Kirkuk, supported by Kurdish security forces
and police. The lack of legitimacy within Baghdad's central
government and the overall insecurity in Iraq greatly aided Mossad's
activities, making it difficult for local Iragi police to expose them.
Another reason for the influx of Iragi Jews into northern Iragq was to
gain control over the region's oil resources, particularly in Kirkuk,
which boasts some of the world's finest oil. Kirkuk's oil reserves
account for nearly 60% of Iraq's total oil reserves, and increasing its
production to about five million barrels per day requires substantial
investment in infrastructure rehabilitation, estimated at over $10
billion. This lucrative potential drove Israel's interest in establishing
a foothold in the region, potentially facilitating direct investments if
the U.S. pushed Iraq to normalize relations with Israel through these
companies.

Israel also made an offer to the KRG leaders, promising protection
from threats within Iraq and from neighbouring Turkiye, Syria, and
Iran. The U.S. plan to make Kirkuk the capital of a future Kurdish
state made the presence of Jews in northern Iraq a strategic necessity
due to its proximity to these countries. Many analysts believe that
one of the motivations behind the U.S. invasion of Irag was to
protect Israel, establishing it as the dominant power in the region,
installing friendly regimes in Baghdad, erasing lIrag's historical
identity, and severing ties with its ancient civilization.

Israel has been the only country openly supporting Kurdish
independence in northern Irag in international forums. The main
objective of this support is to fulfil Israel's long-term strategic goal of
weakening and dividing Iraq. The creation of a Kurdish state in
northern Iraq would encourage Israeli Jews to migrate to the region
under various pretexts, such as visiting Jewish religious sites,
particularly the Tomb of Prophet Daniel in Kirkuk. This migration
would be justified as reclaiming lands confiscated by the Iraqi
government after the establishment of Israel in 1948. The Israeli
migration to Iraq echoes the Nakba (Catastrophe) of 1948 when
Palestinian society was destroyed, and most Palestinians were
permanently displaced. During the Nakba, thousands of Jews from
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around the world migrated to Palestine with the help of the United
Kingdom, often under the guise of temporary work visas.

One striking example is Shimon Peres, who was born Szymon Perski
in Poland and arrived in Palestine with a temporary work visa as a
cleaner. He later became the president of Israel and played a key role
in establishing numerous Israeli settlements in Palestine. Today,
many Jews settled in occupied Palestine claim to be the indigenous
people of the land, but many of the descendant migrants came from
Russia, Ethiopia, Eastern Europe, and South America.

During the U.S. and Kurdish occupation of Kirkuk, Israeli advisors
encouraged the Kurds to employ similar tactics in northern lIraq,
particularly in Kirkuk. However, after the Kurdish forces were
defeated in Kirkuk by Iragi Popular Mobilization Forces, many
Mossad agents fled to Erbil, under the control of the Kurdish
Democratic Party led by Masoud Barzani, dashing the Kurdish and
Israeli dream of establishing an independent Kurdish state aligned
with Israel.
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Figure (95) the ID of Shimon Peres who was born Szymon Perskie, on 2 August
1923 applying for a visa to enter the Palestinian state ironically had written in the
application form | swear to God that | will be loyal and faithful to the state of
Palestine.
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Figure (96) A work permit for Shimon Peres in Palestine in the year 1935 issued by
the Government of Palestine, the Immigration Department, to work as a cleaner.

1.19WHY ISRAELI IS SUPPORTING THE KURDS

During the Kurdish independence referendum process conducted by
the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) on September 25, 2017,
the preliminary results showed that approximately 92.73% of
Kurdish votes were cast in favour of secession from Irag. However,
the federal government of Iraq completely rejected the legality of this
referendum. The only state that supported Kurdish secession was
Israel, which even celebrated the outcome of the referendum, where
an overwhelming majority of Iragi Kurds voted to break away from
Baghdad.
Israeli enthusiasm for Kurdish independence had little to do with
compassion for the Kurds, whether in Iraq or elsewhere, and more to
do with geopolitical interests. It is deeply ironic that Israel, a state
founded and sustained through brutal military occupation and
apartheid in Palestinian lands, would champion freedom for the
Kurds or any other group. Israel not only denies self-determination to
the Palestinian people, but also has a notorious record of human
rights abuses, including land confiscation, arbitrary arrests, torture of
innocent Palestinians, and active political and military support for
oppressive regimes in Central and South America, as well as the
former apartheid regime in South Africa.
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Moreover, Israel has never supported any other national liberation
movement in its history except for the Kurdish rebels in northern
Irag and the Lebanese Christian militia during the occupation of
southern Lebanon. Both groups were utilized to serve Israel's
strategic agenda. It is evident to all intellectuals and politicians that
Israel’s support for Kurdish independence was driven solely by
geopolitical and military reasons.

Israeli support for the Kurds increased dramatically, especially after
the toppling of Saddam Hussein's government in 2003. Israel aimed
to secure the flow of oil supplies from the Kurdish Autonomous
Region to Israel, but more importantly, it sought to establish a pro-
Israeli entity that could disrupt the Arab world and threaten the
integrity and unity of both the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Republic of Turkiye. In fact, after the fall of Saddam Hussein's
government in 2003, Israel imported 77% of its oil supplies from
Iraq’s Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) region. These cheap oil
imports from the Kurdish region are vital for Israel, which lacks
access to the natural resources of the oil-rich Gulf States.

Israel also believes that an independent Kurdish state could serve as
a potential foothold for Israeli military and intelligence operations,
giving Israel leverage against Iran, Syria, Turkiye, and Irag. The
Israeli hope for the creation of an independent Kurdish state in the
Middle East aligns perfectly with Oded Yinon’s 1982 report, "A
Strategy for Israel in the Nineteen Eighties."” Yinon, an Israeli
journalist formerly attached to the Israeli Foreign Ministry, proposed
that to maintain its regional power superiority, Israel should fragment
the surrounding Arab states into smaller units using the British
strategy of "Divide and Rule." This strategy involves disseminating
propaganda within enemy states to sow doubts about alliances,
weakening or dissolving them, and creating a vacuum that allows
Israel to achieve military dominance.

The Israeli government’s plan for the Middle East involves splitting
the Arab world along ethnic and sectarian lines to strengthen Israel's
hegemony and maintain its regional superiority. Israeli backing for
Kurdish secession from Iraq dates to the mid-1960s. Israel perceives
a future Kurdish state as a potential non-Arab ally in the region—an
ally not directly affected by the Palestinian cause. As part of this
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strategy, Israel reached out to Kurdish leader Mustafa Barzani, the
father of current Kurdish President Masoud Barzani, several times
during his time in office. The Kurds were supported financially,
politically, and militarily by the Israeli government to weaken the
Iragi government, which was openly and fully supporting the
Palestinian cause.

As a result of these efforts, Mustafa Barzani visited Israel twice,
once in 1968 and again in 1973, where he met key figures and
Mossad officials. Despite these efforts, they did not amount to much
for the Kurds at the time. However, the ordinary Kurdish population,
especially those with Islamic roots, did not show fervent support for
Israel or animosity toward the Arab world, particularly the
Palestinians.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's government, Israeli influence in
Irag grew significantly. The sight of Israeli flags flying in KRG
towns during the referendum, along with reported slogans such as
"We are the second lIsrael,” suggests a shift in Kurdish political
culture and a break from the past, when Kurdish fighters trained and
fought alongside members of the Palestine Liberation Organisation
(PLO).

Since then, Israel has succeeded with the help of Kurdish leaders like
President Masoud Barzani, who was responsible for the deaths of
thousands of Iragi soldiers during his rebellion against the Iraqi
government. Masoud Barzani was also responsible for the deaths of
hundreds of Turkmen and Kurds when he sided with Saddam
Hussein's regime during the storming of Erbil and the expulsion of
the Kurdish PUK party led by Jalal Talabani. After the fall of
Saddam Hussein, Israel managed to infiltrate Kurdish society and
partially sever its links with the broader Muslim world.

In my view, there were two major turning points in Kurdish-Arab
relations: the Kurdish uprising in 1991, which led to the imposition
of a no-fly zone by Western countries that effectively separated the
Kurdish region from lIrag, and the 2003 U.S.-led invasion and
occupation of Irag. Many lIraqis believe that the no-fly zone was a
stepping-stone for implementing the strategy of creating a Kurdish
state in northern Irag. However, the catastrophic invasion of Iraq by
the U.S. and U.K. triggered internal strife that further alienated the
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Kurds from the rest of the country and allowed for increased Israeli
presence in the area.

In its declared and enthusiastic support for Kurdish independence,
Israel has openly and continuously tried to draw parallels between its
history and the Kurdish struggle for statehood. By doing so, lIsrael
seeks to obscure the similarities between the Kurdish and Palestinian
struggles against colonialism and oppression.

1.20 WHY ARE THE ISRAELI & US ADMINISTRATIONS
SUPPORTING THE KURDS IN NORTH OF SYRIA

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's government, Israel's plan for the
Middle East involved splitting the Arab world along ethnic and
sectarian lines, to support Kurdish independence to strengthen Israel,
expand its hegemony, and maintain its regional superiority over the
Arab world. Both Israel and the United States openly backed Kurdish
secession from Iraq, further fuelling Arab suspicions that this move
was a step toward the disintegration of the Arab world, Iran, Syria,
and Turkiye, ensuring Israel's continued military dominance in the
region.
To implement this long-term strategy, the U.S. government openly
supported Kurdish secession from Irag and has continuously
provided weapons and political, financial, and logistical support to
the PKK and YPG Kurdish militia groups in northern Syria. The U.S.
support for the PKK did not stop there; it also orchestrated the
unification of various Kurdish militia groups under the umbrella of
the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in 2015. The U.S. created the
SDF under the pretext of supporting the U.S.-led coalition in the war
against ISIL. However, the U.S. aimed to threaten the unity and
integrity of Trkiye.
The U.S. considers the SDF a broad-spectrum security apparatus that
conducts counterinsurgency operations, local patrols, checkpoint
operations, detention operations, and clearance patrols. However, the
SDF is primarily composed of Kurdish YPG and PKK militants,
whose activities were not only used to support the U.S.-led coalition
against ISIL but also to launch attacks on Turkish military posts and
towns along the Syrian border.
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When Turkiye launched an offensive to drive the PKK and PYD (the
political wing of YPG) forces back from its borders with Syria, it
faced a furious international backlash, primarily fuelled by media in
France, Israel, and the U.S. This backlash was ostensibly due to
concerns about the threat to civilians and fears that the operation
could enable the resurgence of ISIL. However, after U.S. President
Donald Trump decided to withdraw U.S. troops from Syria, Turkiye's
operation against the PKK groups in northern Syria proceeded,
leading to criticism from Israel, France, and the U.S.

Despite international criticism, the Turkish operation received
widespread support within Tirkiye. The Turkish population, from
far-right to left-wing factions, voiced their support for President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the Turkish military's efforts to end the
threat posed by the PKK and YPG and to protect Turkish towns and
villages from terrorist attacks.

During the operation, various lIsraeli TV stations, newspapers, and
pundits from across the political spectrum expressed support for the
Kurdish cause, invoking the historical connection between the Kurds
and Jewish people. Many Israelis voiced their support for the
formation of an independent Kurdish entity on territories that
currently belong to Turkiye, Irag, Syria, and Iran. Israeli military
reservists even signed a petition calling on the Israeli government to
provide not only humanitarian aid but also military and intelligence
assistance to the PKK and YPG.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu quickly condemned
Tirkiye's operation, stating that "lIsrael is prepared to offer
humanitarian aid to the Kurds in Syria." This statement, along with
Netanyahu's tweet aiding the "gallant Kurdish people,” was seen by
many in Turkiye as a clear provocation and support for PKK and
YPG militants.

Further escalating tensions, Ayelet Shaked, Chairwoman of the New
Right Party in Israel, made statements in support of the PKK and
YPG, condemning Turkish violence against the Kurds. However,
many Turks viewed her statements as hypocritical, given lIsrael's
history of violence, oppression, and human rights abuses against
Palestinians.
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The sudden withdrawal of U.S. forces from northern Syria allowed
Tirkiye to consolidate its position as a major force in the Syrian
conflict, but this also created concerns for Israel. The departure of
U.S. forces, coupled with Turkiye's increased influence, posed a
security problem for Israel, which views Turkiye as a hostile military
force due to its support for Hamas and the Palestinian struggle.
Israel's concern was that the new situation in northern Syria,
dominated by Turkiye, Russia, and Iranian militias, would limit
Israel's ability to operate freely in this strategic area.

Throughout the Syrian conflict, the Israeli air force repeatedly struck
Syrian military targets and pro-Iranian militia positions, fearing that
an increase in Iranian influence in Syria would enhance Hezbollah's
ability to transport weapons from lIran through Irag and Syria to
Lebanon, posing a serious security threat to Israel.

In response to these developments, Israel showed extraordinary
concern over Tlrkiye's operation against the PKK and YPG in
northern Syria. Israeli media and the Israeli lobby in Washington
continued to support the Kurdish cause, emphasizing the security
implications of the U.S. withdrawal from Syria and the rise of
Turkish influence in the region. Despite Turkiye's ongoing struggle
against PKK and YPG terrorist attacks, the U.S. continued to provide
support to Kurdish forces, leading President Erdogan to condemn the
U.S. for building what he described as a "terror army" along
Tirkiye's border.

The PKK and YPG have been responsible for the deaths of over
40,000 innocent Turkish citizens, yet the U.S. argued that any
Turkish military operation against these groups could destabilize the
region. Meanwhile, Israeli media provided a platform for Kurdish
leaders to appeal for support, hoping that the Israeli lobby in
Washington would act to protect Kurdish interests in northern Syria.
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1.21 WHY WOULD TURKIYE WANT TO ATTACK THE
SYRIAN DEMOCRATIC FORCES (SDF)

Turkiye views the Kurdish YPG, the main force within the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), as an extension of the Kurdistan Workers'
Party (PKK), which it considers a terrorist organisation that has long
terrorized the Turkish state. However, when Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan initiated military action against the PKK and YPG in
northeast Syria, it stirred up significant controversy. The Kurds,
alongside local Arab and Christian allies, had established a stable, de
facto autonomous region amid the chaos of the Syrian civil war. For
the Turkish government, however, the SDF represents more than just
a military threat; it poses a significant ideological and political
challenge to Trkiye.

The SDF's experiment with "democratic autonomy," inspired by the
libertarian socialist principles of Abdullah Ocalan, the imprisoned
PKK leader, stands in direct opposition to Turkiye's interests.
Tirkiye fears that the territorial and political gains made by the
Syrian Kurds could embolden its Kurdish population and lead to the
creation of a PKK-controlled state along its border. This prospect is
deeply concerning for Tirkiye, as it threatens both national security
and territorial integrity. The joint military, political, and territorial
strength of the Syrian Kurds has given them significant leverage in
any political resolution to the Syrian conflict, and their demands for
recognition of Kurdish rights and the decentralization of state power
further exacerbate Turkiye's concerns.

The Syrian conflict saw the Kurds, with the help of U.S. forces,
establish the SDF as a significant political player in the region. The
U.S. administration, seeing the potential for a future Kurdish state in
northern Syria as a non-Arab ally, provided extensive military,
financial, and political support to the SDF. This support included the
transfer of large quantities of heavy military equipment, armoured
vehicles, and ammunition, as well as training for SDF forces in their
use. From Turkiye's perspective, the U.S. support for the SDF
terrorists is a direct threat to its national security.
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As the civil war raged on, the Syrian opposition, which had formed
in response to the uprising against President Bashar al-Assad,
received support from Turkiye, which provided them with arms and
training. However, despite initial promises of support from Western
countries, including the U.S., the Syrian opposition was ultimately
left to fend for itself, leading to significant internal displacement and
a refugee crisis. Millions of Syrian citizens fled their homes, with
approximately 3.64 million Syrian refugees seeking refuge in
Tirkiye. This massive influx of refugees placed a significant
economic burden on Turkiye, while only a few hundred were
accepted by countries like Germany, and Poland refused to take in
any Syrian refugees altogether, despite later opening its borders to
over two million Ukrainian refugees during the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine. This stark contrast in response highlighted the
double standards of Western countries toward Middle Eastern
refugees.

As the conflict between the Syrian opposition and government forces
continued, Turkiye sought to address the humanitarian crisis by
setting up a safe zone for Syrian civilians. The goal of the Turkish
government was to provide humanitarian aid and support to
displaced Syrian refugees while preventing Syrian government
forces and pro-Assad militias from further oppressing ordinary
citizens. In July 2022, Turkiye proposed creating a 32-kilometer-
deep, 480-kilometer-long corridor inside Syria along the border to
protect its security and provide a safe zone for unarmed Syrian
refugees.

Tirkiye's plan included the resettlement of one million of its 3.6
million Syrian refugees, who hailed from other parts of Syria, within
the safe zone. The Turkish government indicated that the buffer zone
might only extend a few kilometres inside Syria and could be formed
around several pockets, with the operation conducted in stages. With
the support of the Turkish military, the plan was to utilize a diverse
group of Syrian fighters to handle much of the ground fighting and
territorial control. However, the scope of the Turkish military
operation was significantly hindered when the U.S. military closed
Syrian airspace to Turkish warplanes and warned Tirkiye against
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any major operation. Additionally, opposition from Iran and Russia
further complicated Turkiye's plans.

Despite these challenges, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan remained
determined to implement the plan to protect Syrian civilians from
government oppression. In July 2022, Erdogan met with Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi and Russian President Vladimir Putin in
Tehran to discuss the situation in Syria. During the meeting, Turkiye
made it clear that it could not stand idly by while terrorist
organisations threatened its security. The Turkish government
strongly emphasized that it expected support from both Russia and
Iran in its fight against the PKK and SDF terrorists. However, before
the trilateral meeting, Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei warned Erdogan against launching such an offensive. A
U.S. official from President Biden's administration also expressed
concerns, stating that a Turkish incursion into northern Syria would
have devastating humanitarian consequences and pose a serious risk
to the ongoing U.S.-led counter-ISIS campaign.

The complex dynamics of the Syrian conflict and the competing
interests of regional and global powers continue to shape the
situation. Turkiye's insistence on securing its borders and protecting
its national security remains at the forefront of its actions, even as it
navigates the intricate web of alliances and rivalries that characterize
the conflict in Syria.

1.22WHY IS ISRAEL SUPPORTING THE KURDISH
SECESSION FROM NORTH OF SYRIA, IRAQ, AND
IRAN?

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime, members of the Israeli
Mossad reportedly entered northern Syria in coordination with the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and the Kurdish Regional
Government. The Mossad's primary objectives included training and
advising the SDF, gathering intelligence on the Syrian government,
and monitoring various military militias operating in northern Syria,
such as Hezbollah and pro-Iranian militias. A key focus of their
efforts was tracking Hezbollah's activities in smuggling Iranian
weapons to Lebanon.
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The Mossad's involvement extended to collaborating with U.S.
forces stationed in northern Syria, particularly in interrogating
captured ISIS terrorists with the coordination of the SDF. Beyond
military and intelligence support, the Mossad also played a role in
advising the SDF on both political and military matters. This support
became especially evident when Turkiye planned a major military
operation against the PKK and YPG, the latter being part of the SDF,
in July 2022. Behind the scenes, pro-Israel organisations quietly
lobbied the Biden administration, urging it to pressure Turkiye
against invading northern Syria. The Israeli government also
conducted a secret campaign in the U.S., advocating for the SDF and
applying significant pressure on U.S. officials to oppose Turkiye's
military actions, as Israel views the SDF as a useful tool against pro-
Iranian militias in northern Syria.

Israel's support for the SDF is rooted in strategic considerations. The
presence of the SDF in northern Syria is seen as a counterbalance to
Iranian influence in the region, particularly in disrupting lIran's
ambitions to transport oil and gas to Europe through Syria.
Additionally, Israel perceives a future Kurdish state in northern Syria
as a potential non-Arab ally in the region, one that would not be
directly affected by the Palestinian issue and would weaken Syria's
ability to resist Israeli interests.

For years, Israel has supported the Syrian Kurds diplomatically,
politically, and through other means. Leaked information from the
U.S. government revealed that Israeli National Security Adviser Eyal
Hulata informed his U.S. counterpart, Jake Sullivan, that a new
Turkish incursion into northern Syria, as proposed by President
Erdogan in July 2022, would significantly harm Israeli interests in
the region. Hulata emphasized that such an operation would
strengthen Iranian influence, harm the Syrian Kurds, and ultimately
benefit Iran and its allies. Other Israeli officials conveyed similar
messages to the U.S. government, stressing the importance of
protecting the SDF from Turkish military actions.

In the lead-up to a potential Turkish operation against the PKK and
SDF, President Biden warned President Erdogan against launching
the incursion, following discussions at the NATO summit in late June
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2022. Although Erdogan appeared to put the military operation on
hold after these warnings, he revived the possibility in response to
continued attacks by PKK and YPG terrorists on Turkish territory.
The U.S. justification for supporting the SDF has been framed
around the SDF's role in fighting ISIS. However, many observers
believe that the U.S. has broader objectives, including establishing an
autonomous Kurdish region in northern Syria, controlling Syrian oil
resources, reducing lranian military influence in the region, and
threatening the unity of the Republic of Turkiye, all while protecting
Israel's national security.

The prospect of an autonomous Kurdish region in northern Syria is a
source of concern for Turkiye, Syria, Iran, and Iraq, as they fear it
could inspire Kurdish populations in their own countries to demand
independence, potentially leading to the disintegration of Turkiye
and Iran. Additionally, Israel's regional strategy aims to divert
attention from its treatment of Palestinians by fostering conflicts and
supporting various groups that align with its interests.

Israel has been actively campaigning behind the scenes in the U.S. to
protect the Kurdish militia in Syria and to prevent the Turkish
government from launching a military operation against the SDF and
PKK terrorists in northern Syria, an operation that was planned for
August 2022.

1.23 ISRAEL MEGA FUTURE STRATEGY PLAN IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

Israel's long-term strategic vision in the Middle East includes a
significant project aimed at transporting natural gas from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) to Europe through an overland route via Saudi
Arabia and Jordan, eventually reaching Israeli ports. This ambitious
endeavour, if realized, would not only bolster Israel's economy but
also enhance its influence across the region in several key areas:
military, economic, and political.
For Israel to actualize this project, the approval and cooperation of
the Saudi Arabian government are crucial. Achieving this would
allow Israel to hit two significant strategic targets. First, it would
block Qatar's plan to transport its gas and oil to Europe via Saudi
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Arabia, Syria, and Tirkiye a project that could challenge Israel's
energy dominance in the region. Second, it would thwart Iran's
attempts to transport its oil and gas to Europe via Iraq and Syria,
thereby further tightening the economic stranglehold on Tehran.
Since normalizing diplomatic relations with the UAE, Israel has
actively pursued measures to weaken the Iranian economy. One key
proposal Israel has put forward to the UAE is the transportation of
Emirati gas to Europe through Israeli infrastructure. However, for
this project to materialize, Saudi Arabia would need to normalize
diplomatic ties with Israel a move that has yet to be formalized but is
subject to ongoing negotiations.

The realization of this project would significantly enhance Israel's
economic prospects and regional influence while also enabling Saudi
Arabia and the UAE to limit Qatar's capacity to export gas to Europe,
potentially crippling Qatar's economy in the long term.

Israel has maintained secretive but active contact with the Saudi
government, focusing particularly on security, energy, and military
cooperation. While the current scope of collaboration between Israel
and Saudi Arabia is officially limited to counterterrorism efforts and
intelligence-sharing, the two countries have been exploring broader
cooperation in various fields, particularly energy and security.

Israel has provided Saudi Arabia with advanced surveillance
technology, including highly sophisticated listening devices and
monitoring software capable of tracking and intercepting
communications of individuals deemed a threat to the Saudi regime.
In addition to these security measures, Israeli and U.S. companies
have been involved in negotiations for contracts in Saudi Arabia,
particularly in the energy sector, with a strong focus on solar energy
projects.

Moreover, Israel and Saudi Arabia share a common interest in
preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons. Israel has supported
Saudi Arabia's military efforts in Yemen, providing intelligence on
Iranian arms shipments to the Houthi militia and supplying satellite
imagery to monitor Houthi movements. This collaboration
underscores the deepening, albeit unofficial, ties between Israel and
Saudi Arabia, driven by mutual concerns over Iran's influence in the
region and their shared goal of curbing Tehran's ambitions.

122



Israel's future strategy in the Middle East revolves around the
potential UAE-Israel gas pipeline project, which, if executed, would
significantly alter the regional power dynamics, weaken adversarial
states like Iran and Qatar, and enhance Israel's economic and political
clout. The project hinges on the gradual normalization of relations
between Israel and Saudi Arabia, a process that, while still in
progress, holds the potential to reshape the geopolitical landscape of
the Middle East.

1.24 THE ISRAELI INVOLVEMENT NORTH OF IRAQ AND
ASSASSINATIONS OF THE IRANIAN SCIENTISTS

Many Iraqis view the toppling of Saddam Hussein’s regime as just
the first chapter in a broader American-Israeli conspiracy aimed at
eliminating threats to their strategic interests and redrawing the map
of the Middle East. [16]

Since the U.S.-led invasion of Irag in 2003, there have been
persistent reports among Iragis of Israelis operating within the
autonomous region of Kurdistan, despite Israeli laws prohibiting the
export of military equipment to other countries without prior
authorization. [17]

Israeli involvement in northern Iraq dates to the 1960s, with Israel
consistently supporting the Kurds to advance its strategic agenda.
Despite this, Israel has consistently denied its involvement in Irag. In
the past, reports have surfaced about Israel’s close diplomatic ties
with the Kurds in Irag, with claims that the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) and Mossad operatives had trained these Kurdish groups.
However, Israel has always denied conducting operations in northern
Iraqg.

The extent of Israeli involvement was publicly exposed by France’s
second-largest national newspaper, Le Figaro. The Paris-based daily,
citing a 'security source in Baghdad,' reported that Israeli intelligence

16 Israelis 'train Kurdish forces' By Magdi Abdelhadi, Arab affairs analyst, BBC
News; BBC NEWS | World | Middle East, Israelis ‘train Kurdish forces'.
17 Israelis 'train Kurdish forces' By Magdi Abdelhadi, Arab affairs analyst, BBC
News; BBC NEWS | World | Middle East | Israelis ‘train Kurdish forces'
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agents were recruiting and training Iranian dissidents at clandestine
bases within Irag's Kurdish region. According to Le Figaro's source,
the Israeli Mossad is actively recruiting and utilizing Iranian exiles
and Kurdish oppositionists to the regime in Iran, many of whom are
living as refugees in the Kurdish Regional Government in Northern
Irag. [18]

According to Le Figaro's source, most of these Iranian exiles are
Kurds, members of Iran’s Kurdish minority who oppose the Iranian
regime. Mossad has trained them in espionage and sabotage
techniques, both in northern Iraq and Israel, as part of Israel’s
broader sabotage program against sensitive Iranian nuclear facilities.
This program includes targeted assassinations of Iranian nuclear
scientists and experts.

The revelations by Le Figaro align with a series of assassinations
that occurred between 2010 and 2020. During this period, four
Iranian nuclear scientists Masoud Ali Mohammadi, Majid Shahriari,
Darioush Rezaeinejad, and Mostafa Ahmadi Roshan were Kkilled,
while Fereydon Abbasi narrowly survived an assassination attempt.
In November 2020, another scientist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, was
assassinated with a magnetic bomb attached to his car. Darioush
Rezaeinejad was shot dead, and Masoud Ali Mohammadi was killed
in a motorcycle bomb explosion. The Iranian government accused
Israel of complicity in these killings, an accusation Israel did not
officially respond to.

Additionally, between 2011 and 2012, Iranian authorities arrested a
large number of suspects involved in carrying out the assassination
campaign on behalf of Mossad. Many Western intelligence services
and U.S. officials confirmed Israel’s connection to the assassinations
of Iranian scientists. The primary goal of Israel's sabotage program
has been to prevent the Islamic Republic of Iran from acquiring a
nuclear bomb. This includes targeting and eliminating Iranian
nuclear scientists to delay Iran’s progress toward developing nuclear
weapons.

18 Israeli Mossad training Iranian exiles in Kurdistan: French newspaper daily Le
Figaro, January 11, 2012, By JOSEPH FITSANAKIS Intel News.org, News you
may have missed #663 News you may have missed #664
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In response, voices within the Iranian Revolutionary Guards have
called for revenge by targeting Israeli scientists attending nuclear
science events or meetings outside of Israel. To protect its national
security, Israel has continued to recruit Iranian opposition members
and Kurdish exiles in northern Iraq, using them against the Iranian
government. This was further confirmed when two senior U.S.
officials disclosed to NBC that the People’s Mujahedin of Iran
(MEK) was financed, trained, and armed by Israel to carry out these
assassinations. Although a Senior State Department Official later
denied that the MEK was involved in the assassinations, the private
American intelligence agency Stratfor reported that Mossad poisoned
a fifth Iranian scientist in 2007. [19]

The Israeli involvement in the targeting and assassination of Iranian
nuclear scientists and experts is not the first-time allegations of
Israeli intelligence activities have surfaced in the international press.
Israeli operations in Kurdistan have also been exposed. In 2006, the
BBC’s flagship investigative program Newsnight obtained
compelling evidence of Israeli operatives providing military training
to Kurdish militia members in northern Irag. The program aired
video footage showing Israeli experts drilling members of Kurdish
armed groups in shooting techniques and guerrilla tactics.

In September 2010, the Lebanese government arrested three Kurds in
Jounieh, a coastal town fifteen kilometers north of Beirut, accusing
them of working for Israeli intelligence. All three Kurds were
members of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), a designated
terrorist organisation. These arrests were part of a broader Lebanese
counterintelligence operation that netted over one hundred alleged
Israeli agents in Lebanon since April 2009.[20] News of the
detention of three members of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
intensified ongoing debates in Turkiye about alleged covert links

19 Borger, Julia; Kamali Dehghan, Saeed (5 December 2010). "Covert war against
Iran's nuclear aims takes chilling turn". The Guardian, Archived from the original on
3 March 2016. Retrieved 7 February 2016.
20 Lebanon charges PKK Kurds with spying for Israel by lan Alleni Intel News.org.
27th September 2010; Lebanon charges PKK Kurds with spying for Israel |
intelNews.org
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between Israeli intelligence agencies and Kurdish separatists
operating in Turkiye, Irag, and Syria.

Nevertheless, both the Turkish National Intelligence Organisation
and the Iranian National Intelligence share a common interest in
combating the Kurdish nationalist movement, which operates across
Syria, Iraq, and Tirkiye. For years, Tlrkiye and Iran have closely
collaborated in their fight against these Kurdish terrorist movements
on both sides of the border. However, Israel has been leveraging
these Kurdish groups to serve its political agenda. Israeli intelligence
has reportedly run part of its Iranian spy network through Turkiye,
taking advantage of the ease of movement across the Turkish-Iranian
border. [21]

The revelation of the names of Kurdish agents working for Israel by
the Turkish MIT was a significant intelligence setback and a blow to
Israel. According to leaked reports, Israel strongly believes that
former Turkish intelligence chief Hakan Fidan was responsible for
disclosing the identities of these agents due to his close ties with the
Republic of Iran. [22]

Israeli intelligence has operated part of its Iranian spy network
through Tirkiye, taking advantage of the ease with which members
of the Iranian Kurdish movement can cross the border undetected.
[23] Many Turkish citizens and politicians have long believed that
Israel is aiding PKK and Kurdish separatist terrorist groups both in
Tirkiye and neighbouring Iraqg. Israel's support for Kurdish separatist
groups in lraq was exposed in a comprehensive report by the BBC
TV program Newsnight, which showed Israeli experts and advisers in
northern Iraq training Kurdish militias in shooting techniques with
various military weapons. This revelation created significant
problems for the Kurds, not only in Irag but across the wider region.

21 Spies in Iran - apparently Kurds, Washington Post's, Ron Ben Yishai, Date of
publication 10/07/2013, 'Spies' in Iran - apparently Kurds (ynetnews.com)
22 Israelis 'train Kurdish forces' By Magdi Abdelhadi, Arab affairs analyst, BBC
News; BBC NEWS | World | Middle East | Israelis ‘train Kurdish forces'
23 Spies in Iran - apparently Kurds, Washington Post's, Ron Ben Yishai, Date of
publication 10/07/2013, 'Spies' in Iran - apparently Kurds (ynetnews.com).
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[24] Israel has long been viewed as a formidable adversary by many
Arabs and Muslims, both within Irag and across the broader Arab
and Muslim world. This perception has been deeply entrenched due
to decades of regional conflicts and political tensions. Within this
context, the dynamics between the Kurdish Regional Government
(KRG) in northern Irag and Israel have often gone unnoticed by the
public, partly due to the complexities and sensitivities involved.

For many Iragi citizens, the idea that Kurdish politicians would face
scrutiny or pressure to justify their government's interactions with
Israel seemed unlikely. The KRG, operating with a degree of
autonomy from the central government in Baghdad, has managed its
affairs in ways that often elude the influence or oversight of Iraq’s
central authorities. This situation is exacerbated by the fact that the
central government in Baghdad has struggled with internal
challenges and lacks the cohesive leadership necessary to address or
challenge the actions of the KRG effectively. As a result, most Iraqis
do not expect the central government to take any significant action
against Kurdish leaders or to demand accountability for their
engagements with Israel.

In the eyes of many Iraqis, it would be difficult for Israeli security
experts to work within the KRG’s jurisdiction without the knowledge
and explicit approval of its authorities. This perception is grounded
in the understanding that the KRG operates with a high degree of
control over its internal security matters. Despite the official stance
or public rhetoric, the reality is that the KRG has been coordinating
with Israel on a range of issues, reflecting a longstanding, albeit
discreet, relationship.

One significant example of this cooperation was highlighted in a
BBC News report, which revealed that Israeli military experts were
active in northern Irag, training the Kurdish Peshmerga and other
security forces linked to the KRG. These experts were involved in
providing training on shooting drills and various combat techniques,
thereby enhancing the military capabilities of Kurdish forces.
Interestingly, despite the potential for these revelations to ignite

24 lsraelis 'train Kurdish forces' By Magdi Abdelhadi, Arab affairs analyst, BBC
News; BBC NEWS | World | Middle East | Israelis ‘train Kurdish forces'
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tensions, the response within the wider Iragi community was
surprisingly muted. The limited reaction can be attributed to the fact
that it is widely known, both regionally and internationally, that the
Kurds have maintained a collaborative relationship with Israel for
many years. This longstanding relationship has, in many ways, been
accepted as a strategic reality, even if it is not openly acknowledged.

The involvement of Israel in Iraq’s internal affairs is not a recent
development. Since the 1960s, Israel has played a discreet yet
significant role in the region, particularly in its interactions with the
Kurds. During this time, the Kurds embarked on a secessionist
agenda, seeking greater autonomy and, ultimately, the establishment
of a greater Kurdistan. This aspiration aligned with Israel’s strategic
interests in the region, leading to the establishment of covert ties
between the two. These relations began in the mid-1960s, during a
period of intense regional upheaval, and have continued
intermittently ever since.

For much of this time, the relationship between lIsrael and the
Kurdish political parties has remained shrouded in secrecy. The
complexity of these ties is further compounded by the fact that
Israel’s dealings with the Kurds are not limited to Iraq alone. Israel
engages separately with Kurdish factions across four countries—
Tlrkiye, Iran, Irag, and Syria—each of which hosts significant
Kurdish communities and political organisations. The nature of these
relationships is incredibly nuanced, as each Kurdish group has its
distinct political agenda, its approach toward Israel, and its own set
of geostrategic considerations within its respective state.

In Turkiye, for instance, the Kurdish issue is deeply entwined with
the country’s internal politics and its relationship with the West. In
Iran, the Kurdish population faces a different set of challenges, with
Israel’s interactions being shaped by the broader geopolitical tensions
between Israel and Iran. In Syria, the situation is further complicated
by the ongoing civil conflict and the diverse array of Kurdish
factions vying for influence.

Thus, Israel’s involvement with the Kurds is not merely a bilateral
issue between Israel and the KRG but is part of a broader, more
intricate web of relationships that span multiple countries and
political contexts. This multifaceted involvement underscores the
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complexity of the Kurdish-Israeli relationship and the strategic
calculations that underpin it. While the ties between Israel and the
Kurdish political entities are complex and often opaque, they are
undeniably significant, influencing the broader geopolitical
landscape of the region.

The Middle East has undergone significant upheavals, particularly
following the toppling of Saddam Hussein's regime, the subsequent
occupation of Iraq by the United States and the United Kingdom, and
the rise of the Islamic State (IS) in Irag and Northern Syria. Amid
these transformations, Israel recognised the Kurds as a highly
effective military force that could be leveraged against the growing
threat of the Islamic State. However, Israel’s interest in the Kurds
extends far beyond the recent conflicts. Since the mid-1960s, Israel
has viewed the Kurds as junior partners in David Ben-Gurion’s
peripheral strategy, a doctrine designed to forge alliances with non-
Arab states and minority groups in the region as a counterbalance to
hostile Arab neighbours.

Historically, Israel has consistently interfered in the internal affairs of
Arab countries, with Iraq being a particular focus. Over the years,
Israel provided substantial support to Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq,
supplying them with arms, ammunition, logistical support, and
military advisers in their struggle against successive Iraqi
governments. This alliance served Israel's broader strategic
objectives, helping to destabilize a key regional adversary while
bolstering Kurdish aspirations for autonomy.

However, the relationship between Israel and the Kurdish rebels was
not without its tensions. During the October 1973 war, Israel became
frustrated and disappointed when the Kurdish rebels hesitated to
engage the Iragi army, a move that could have alleviated some of the
pressure on Israel's military forces. This reluctance on the part of the
Kurds created a significant rift in their relationship with Israel.
Conversely, the Kurds themselves became disillusioned in 1975
when Israel abruptly ceased its support following the Algiers
Agreement. This agreement, brokered between Iragi President
Saddam Hussein and the Shah of Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi,
with the mediation of Algerian President Houari Boumediene, led to
the collapse of the Kurdish rebellion in northern Irag. Deprived of
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Israeli arms and ammunition, the Kurdish rebels faced a devastating
defeat, resulting in a mass exodus of Kurds to Europe and the United
States.

Despite this period of mutual disillusionment, the secret relationship
between the Kurds and Israel was rekindled after the 1991 Gulf War.
The bonds between the two entities grew even stronger following the
2003 invasion of Iraqg, reaching a peak during the fight against the
Islamic State. Both Israel and the Kurdish Regional Government
(KRG) recognised their growing mutual need for cooperation to push
ISIL out of the region. The Kurds’ renewed relationship with Israel
was driven by two main objectives: acquiring weapons and military
training, which Israel had been providing even before the emergence
of the Islamic State and securing strategic economic support.

In terms of economic strategy, Israel played a crucial role in
supporting the KRG by purchasing Kurdish oil in 2015, at a time
when no other country was willing to do so due to Baghdad’s threats
of legal action. This financial lifeline was critical for the KRG,
allowing it to maintain its autonomy and continue its military
operations against ISIL.

In recent years, the relationship between Israel and the Kurds has
been increasingly acknowledged at the political level. Israeli leaders,
including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President Shimon
Peres, and Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman, have openly
advocated for the establishment of an independent Kurdish state in
Irag. This public support reflects Israel's longstanding strategic
interest in the Kurds as a key ally in a volatile region, as well as the
deepening ties that have developed over decades of covert and overt
cooperation.

1.25THE ISRAELI INVOLVEMENT IN THE TRAINING THE
KURDS

Israel's interest in the Kurds of northern Iraq is rooted in two primary
factors. First is the enduring geopolitical strategy of forming
peripheral alliances, and second is the deep-seated affinity between
two small nations both of which have struggled for regional
legitimacy over an extended period. The rise of the Islamic State in
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Irag and Syria, along with the broader disruptions triggered by the
so-called Arab Spring, has introduced additional strategic
considerations for Israel.

From Israel’s perspective, the dramatic shifts occurring in Iraq and
Syria, coupled with the Kurdish military successes in northern Syria,
have demonstrated that the Kurds can serve as a formidable barrier
against hostile forces, particularly those emerging from radical Sunni
and Shi’a Islamist groups. The Kurds’ ability to challenge these
forces aligns with Israel’s broader security objectives, providing a
buffer against the expansion of anti-Israeli ideologies and actions in
the region.

In Tlrkiye, however, the situation is viewed quite differently. The
involvement of Kurdish groups, particularly the PKK (Kurdistan
Workers' Party) and the YPG (People's Protection Units), in the fight
against the Islamic State has complicated U.S. policy in the region.
U.S. support for these Kurdish groups, including the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), has placed the United States in a difficult
position, creating tensions with Tlrkiye, a key NATO ally. Despite
these complications, Israel, with American assistance, has
strategically utilized northern Irag and Syria as a stable base for
gathering intelligence. This intelligence-gathering effort focuses on
various targets, including Iraq's Local Popular Mobilization Forces,
other opposition military groups in northern Syria, and Hezbollah,
the Lebanese Shi’a Islamist political and militant organisation.

For Israel, the fall of the Shah of Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlavi, and
the rise to power of Ayatollah Khomeini in 1979 marked a significant
turning point. Since then, the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG)
in lrag has become an essential hub for Israeli intelligence
operations, particularly in monitoring the activities of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and pro-Iranian militias stationed in Iraq and
northern Syria. The KRG’s strategic location and its relatively
autonomous status have allowed Israel to maintain a critical foothold
in the region, enabling it to gather vital intelligence on Iran and its
proxies. This ongoing relationship highlights the Kurds’ strategic
importance to Israel, not just as military allies but as crucial partners
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in Israel's broader regional intelligence and security network. [25]
Following the overthrow of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi in Iran,
Israel continued to maintain its covert support for the Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG) in Iragq. These ties remained largely
hidden from public view, reflecting the sensitive nature of the
relationship. However, in January 2012, the French newspaper Le
Figaro reported that Israeli intelligence agents were allegedly
recruiting and training Iranian dissidents at secret bases located
within Iraq’s Kurdish region. This revelation highlighted the
ongoing, albeit discreet, collaboration between Israel and the KRG,
particularly in their shared opposition to the Iranian regime. The
report underscored the strategic importance of the Kurdish region as
a base for Israeli intelligence operations, aimed at countering Iranian
influence in the Middle East. [26]

A vyear later, in a significant development, The Washington
Post disclosed that Turkiye had informed Iranian intelligence about a
network of Israeli spies operating in Iran. This network reportedly
included ten individuals, believed to be Kurds, who had allegedly
met with Mossad agents in Turkiye. The revelation highlighted the
intricate and often perilous nature of Israel's covert operations in the
region, as well as the complex relationships between regional
powers. Turkiye's decision to expose the Israeli spy network to Iran
not only strained its ties with Israel but also underscored the delicate
balancing act Ankara was attempting to maintain amid shifting
regional alliances. The incident further illustrated the risks faced by
the Kurds involved in these covert activities, who found themselves
at the intersection of larger geopolitical conflicts.

25 https://www.the-american-interest.com/2016/03/18/israel-and-the-kurds-love-by-
proxy/

26 Israeli Mossad training Iranian, exiles in Kurdistan: French newspaper,
JANUARY 11, 2012 BY JOSEPH FITSANAKIS 13 COMMENTS; Israeli Mossad
training Iranian exiles in Kurdistan: French newspaper intelNews.org
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1.26 ISRAELI RELATIONSHIP WITH PKK & YGP KURDISH
TERRORIST ORGANISATION

The upheavals across the Middle East, particularly in northern Iraq
and Syria, have deepened the mutual interests between Israel and the
Kurds. As the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) in northern Iraq
functions as a nascent state surrounded by Arab and Muslim nations,
the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) remains extremely cautious
about publicizing any connections with Israel. This delicate
balancing act reflects the KDP’s awareness of the sensitive
geopolitical landscape and the potential repercussions of openly
aligning with Israel. This was true when the Kurdish Regional
Government was looking for regional support for fulfilling its project
and aspiration of establishing a Kurdish state in the north of Iraq.
The KRG is especially wary of Turkiye and Iran, and both
openly oppose the establishment of a Kurdish state in the region.
The Kurdish Regional Government is extremely anxious not to be
seen as allied with the state of Israel, which would certainly
antagonize Iran, Irag, and Turkiye. In addition, the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP) which is a historical ally of Israel and
became a major power on the ground in lIraq after the fall of the
Saddam Hussein government, must take into consideration the
position of its partners in the KRG, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK), who is alley with Iran and opposes to have a relation with
Israel and for a political reason the KRG doesn’t want to identify
itself as an ally with Israel.
Due to the economic crisis and corruption within the KRG
administration, the KRG solely is interested in the normalization of
relations between the state of Israel. Also, amongst other reasons,
KRG is interested in the normalization of relations between the state
of Israel and KRG to secure the shipment of smuggled Kirkuk and
Erbil oil to Israel via Turkiye. On the one hand, the KRG always
looked forward to benefiting from strong Israeli support for their
cause, especially from the strong Israeli lobbies in the United States.
On the other hand, the KRG is trying to keep a good relationship
with the central government in Baghdad. After the fall of the Saddam
Hussein government and the occupation of Irag by the US and the
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United Kingdom. The KRG’s power in northern Iraq has increased
dramatically and made the KRG open a Jewish representation office
at the Ministry of Endowments (Wagqif) and Religious Affairs. This
was a symbolic move by the KRG to please the Israeli government
although only a few Jews are living in the KRG region.

Similarly, on several occasions, the KRG had invited Israeli rabbis to
visit the Kurdish Regional Government and meet officials there, and
from time to time, the KRG calls on Jews to return to the KRG-
controlled area.

The continuous support of the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG) for Israel is driven by a desire to gain the sympathy of
American Jews, who have long lobbied in favour of Kurdish
aspirations for establishing a greater Kurdish-inhabited area in the
Middle East. This Kurdish-Israeli relationship extends beyond mere
political alliances. The KRG has even imposed restrictions on
Kurdish imams, banning them from denouncing Israeli actions and
atrocities in occupied Palestine.

The relationship between the Kurds and Israel also involves the
Kurdish-Turkish group, Partiya Karkeren Kurdistan (PKK), which
has been responsible for the deaths of thousands of innocent,
unarmed Turkish citizens. Despite the PKK's historical ties with
Israel’s adversaries, including the Syrian government and the
Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) during the 1980s and
1990s when Israel maintained strong relations with Turkiye the bond
between the PKK and Israeli intelligence flourished, especially as
relations between Turkiye and lsrael deteriorated. This decline in
relations reached a critical point following the brutal actions of
Israeli soldiers against the Gaza Freedom Flotilla on the night of
May 30, 2010, an incident known as the 'Mavi Marmara' incident.
The Israeli attack on the flotilla resulted in the deaths of ten civilian
aid volunteers and injuries to over fifty others at the hands of Israeli
Special Forces.
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1.27ISRAELI RELATION WITH THE SYRIAN KURDS AND
IRANIAN KURDS

The role of the Syrian Kurds as a key bulwark against ISIL during
the upheavals in Syria did not go unnoticed by Israel and the U.S.
government. Despite the presence of numerous Kurdish rebel groups
operating freely across Turkiye, Syria, and Iran, many of these
factions have received arms and support from the U.S. and the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).

These Kurdish groups, driven by a shared ideology rooted in
socialism and revolutionary Marxism, have long been united in their
fight for a separate state.

The main operative Kurdish terrorist organisation is the Partiya
Yekitiya Demokrat (PYD), an offshoot of the PKK. The PYD's
armed wings, the Yekineyén Parastina Gel (YPG) and Yekineyén
Parastina Jin (YPJ) consist of guerrilla fighters on the ground. In
addition to these, other key Kurdish groups include the Komala Party
of Iranian Kurdistan and the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan
(PDKI), along with the Iranian People's Fedai Guerrillas and the
Organisation of Iranian People's Fedai Guerrillas.

These Kurdish Iranian parties have operated freely in northern Iraq,
particularly within the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) areas.
They are primarily stationed in Erbil and especially Sulaymaniyah,
while the Iranian People's Fedai Guerrillas have been based in Diyala
province, in eastern Iraqg.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's government in lIrag, a new pro-
Iranian government was established in Baghdad, fully aligned with
Tehran. As a result, this new Iraqi government came under pressure
to act against the Iranian opposition group, the People's Mujahidin
Organisation of Iran (PMOI), also known as Mujahidin-e-Khalg
(MEK), whose ideology is rooted in a blend of Islam and
revolutionary Marxism.

Under Saddam Hussein's regime, the MEK had been stationed in a
military camp on lraqgi territory near the Iranian border. However,
following the change in government, the lIraqi army launched a
military operation against the MEK, seizing their heavy weaponry
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and military equipment. The group was subsequently expelled from
Irag, with the vast majority of its members relocating to Europe.
Ironically, the same pro-Iranian government in Baghdad has failed to
expel the PKK terrorists who have been stationed in northern Iraqg.
Despite numerous requests from the Turkish government to remove
these PKK militants, who have used northern Iraq as a haven for
launching attacks against Tiurkiye, the central government in
Baghdad has consistently ignored these appeals.

In a strategic move to protect its security and interests in the region,
the Israeli Mossad has established ties with the YPG, PKK, and
Iranian opposition Kurds. This relationship is mutually beneficial:
the YPG and PKK rebels seek weapons from lIsrael, while Israel is
interested in gathering intelligence from these groups. To facilitate
this, Mossad, under the guise of various charitable organisations, has
sent numerous humanitarian aid shipments to these terrorist
organisations through routes controlled by the Kurdistan Regional
Government.

Israel has been extremely cautious in its dealings with the Kurdistan
Regional Government (KRG) and its rivals, the PKK and PYD
terrorist organisations responsible for the deaths of over forty
thousand innocent, unarmed Turkish civilians. Israel has also had to
consider the PYD's continued links to the Syrian Assad regime and
its strong ties with Russia. However, Israel’s stance shifted following
the Syrian Kurds' declaration on March 17th of their intent to create
a federal region along the border with Tirkiye.

This move by the Syrian Kurds encouraged Israel to develop more
significant ties with this emerging entity. On the other hand, Israel's
relations with Iranian Kurdish terrorist organisations have posed less
of a dilemma, given that Iran has openly vowed to eliminate Israel
and has been waging a proxy war against it on several fronts.
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1.28 ARABIZATION PERIOD (1970-2003)

The Ba’ath party era was the darkest chapter in Turkmen history.
Saddam Hussein's government utilized the Arabization policy to
integrate and dilute the Turkmen into Arab society and eliminate their
existence.
During the Saddam Hussein time, the Ba’ath party forced people to
sign petitions asking for the closure of Turkish language schools and
to appoint Arab administrators in Turkmen areas, and the Turkmen
people, who boycotted the government decision, were arrested, and
punished severely.
Large numbers of Turkmen traders and professionals were arrested,
imprisoned, and detained without trial. In early 1970, Mr. Mohammad
Salah, who was the Head of the Kirkuk Trade Union, was the first
Iraqi executed by Ba’ath rulers together with many Turkmen intellects
and human rights activists.
In 1971, the artist Hussein Ali Damerchi was Killed along with many
students, teachers, and professionals after a peaceful demonstration, as
the Turkmen-speaking schools were abolished, and all Turkmen rights
were cancelled after only a year of having been issued.
In November 1979, four of the most influential Turkmen people were
captured by the Saddam Hussein government Dr. Najidat Kojak,
lecturing at the engineering department of Baghdad University;
Abdullah Abdul Al Rahman, who was a retired general, who was the
chair of Turkmen Brotherhood Club; Professor Riza Damerchi, the
Chief Director of Forests, in Iragi Agriculture Ministry and the well-
known trade man, Adil Sharif.
They were subjected to the worst physical abuse and torture by the
Saddam Hussein government, and later in January 1980, they were
executed without even charging them with any criminal charges or
court proceedings. The 1980s saw the execution of countless Turkmen
leaders and elders who were, often falsely, accused of spying for
Turkiye or Iran. During the Iran-lraq war, dozens of Turkmen villages
were bulldozed to the ground.
Many young Turkmen people especially from the Shi’a community
were arrested and executed; they were accused of being part of Islamic
movements and of being loyal to Iran and others were accused of
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being loyal to the Turkish government. [27] Furthermore, he published
another list of 75 Turkmens who were killed by shooting in the
uprising of 28th of March 1991.

All those people were professionals, university students, and others
who served in the military services. He documented a further list of
103 Turkmen who were imprisoned and another thirteen people who
disappeared and never returned to their families.

The Turkmen Cultural Directorate that was set up by the government
to bring Turkmen under strict control was not working according to
the government plans. [28] Therefore, the Iragi government started a
new strategy to replace all Turkmen teachers with Arab teachers; they
also sent all Turkmen teachers to non-Turkmen areas. An all-out
assimilation campaign against Turkmens was unleashed. Young
Turkmen people holding university degrees were given jobs in non-
Turkmen areas.

Arabs were encouraged to settle in Turkmen areas with rewards of
10,000 Iragi Dinars to each person. Those Arabs who bought
farmlands were offered an extra reward ranging between 7,000 and
10,000 Dinars (approximately $30,000 in the seventies), and the lands
confiscated from Turkmen under various pretexts, were given to
Arabs. Young Arab men were encouraged to marry Turkmen girls with
offers of 10,000 Iragi Dinars. All this was designed to change the
demographic balance of the Turkmen-dominated region, with its
capital city Kirkuk.

This was followed by government decrees that changed Kirkuk’s
name to that of Al-Tamim and changed its administrative borders,
taking other Turkmen towns like Tuz Khormatu and Kifri from Kirkuk
to other provinces. Subsequently, the Ba’ath government banned the
use of the Turkmen language in public. Religious leaders, who did not
speak Arabic, were forced to deliver sermons in Arabic, and when
they failed to, they were executed. While the Islamic Union of Iraqi
Turkmens, in their well-documented book, published in detail, the

27 Mr. Aziz Kadir Alsamanji in his book published in 1999 in London, “The
political history of Turkoman of Iraq”, a list of 283 Turkoman people were executed
by Saddam’s regime between 1980-1990, Aziz Kadir Samanji, Political history of
Turkoman of Iraqg, 1993, London, UK
28 Mofak Salman, Turkoman of Irag, 2007, Dublin. Ireland.
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name of 432 Turkmen people, who were executed and assassinated by
Saddam’s regime during 1979-1991. [29]

The Chief of Iragi Revolution, said to the retired General Abdul
Hussein Mullah Ibrahim originally from Tuz Khormatu, when he read
his execution order, that he should be hanged and Killed twice, once
for being Turkmen and a second time for being Shi’a. However, Abdul
Hussein could not tolerate the brutality and passed away from the
torture.

Turkmens have been severely intimidated into silence, and they have
been waiting helplessly, not knowing what to do. Here, |1 would like to
mention the 1987 national census in Iraq, as it is relevant to several
ethnic groups. In this census, Turkmens were openly threatened to
declare themselves as either Arabs or Kurds. If they declared
themselves as Turkmen, they would be deported to Saudi.

Atrocities against the Turkmens continued in general and especially
during the battle of Erbil a battle that took place in the city
of Erbil during the Iragi-Kurdish Civil War between the two Kurdish
parties and Saddam Hussein’s regime on 31st August 1996 that
resulted, in many Turkmens were captured by the Saddam Hussein
regime with the help of the Kurdish Democratic Party and 25
Turkmen citizens were executed on 2" of September 1996 by the
Saddam Hussein’s regime. [30] The decomposition of the Iraqi
Turkmen was an Iragi policy inherited from one government to the
subsequent one. The aim was to remove Turkmen from the oil-rich
northern region and to disperse them to the south of Irag.

29 Turkmens Martyrs, by Islamic Iragi Turkoman, 1999, London, UK.
30 http://www.tuzkhurmato.com /
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1.29 IRAQ AND IRAN WAR 1980-1988” THE FIRST GULF
WAR?”

One of the Turkmen’s most painful tragedies unfolded during the
Iran—Iraq war “from 1980 to 1988”. While tens of thousands of young
Turkmen were enrolled and all Turkmen reservists were called back to
serve in the Iragi army to fight against the Iranians, their families in
Turkmen Eli were discriminated against.
Thousands of Turkmen were forcibly displaced, and their property
was confiscated under the pretext that they were opposing the war and
were members of the outlawed ‘Da'wa’ political party.
The lragi government's Ba’ath regime used the Turkmen as a
scapegoat during the Irag-Iran War the ‘First Gulf War’. Whereas
Arabs and, especially members of the Ba’ath Party, were stationed in
safe places, providing planning and logistical support, the Ba’ath
regime deliberately brought the Turkmen to the front line during the
Gulf War and the liberation of Kuwait and because of these wars,
thousands of Iragi Turkmen lost their lives — they either were killed in
battle or went missing in action.
The Iragi Turkmen suffered severely under the dictatorship of the
Socialist Arab Ba’ath Party, whereas the Kurds were exempt from
carrying out military service.
Moreover, the 1980s saw the execution of countless Turkmen leaders
and elders who were often falsely accused of spying for Tirkiye or
Iran. During the Iran—Iraq war, Turkmen were not allowed to establish
any political party or to form any political or cultural organisation.
The only party that could function in Iraq was the Ba’ath party.
The official combination of the assimilation policy and the
decomposition policy against the Turkmen by Saddam Hussein’s
regime successfully played out for years, but assimilation and
decomposition would not have been enough to erase or eradicate the
Turkish character and the language of the Iragi Turkmen.
The repressive policies of Iragi governments were always the order of
the day; for fear that, the Iraqi Turkmen would become a headache as
the Iraqi Kurds and the Shi’aa Arabs in the South.
Repressive measures by the Ba’ath regime was intensified or relaxed
depending on the opinions and the relations of the Iragi government,
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especially with the Iragi Kurds. Moreover, in the interim constitution
year, 1973, no reference was made to the Turkmen population in Irag.
The Ba’ath regime prohibited public use of the Turkish language in
1980, and the new constitution of 1990 only states that the Iraqi
people consist of Arabs and Kurds.

1.30THE UPRISING OF 1991

During the Gulf War in 1991, an operation known as ‘Provide
Comfort’ was launched by the Allied forces to ensure a haven through
an air exclusion zone, which prohibited Iraqgi aircraft from flying north
of the 36th parallel. This haven caused the division of the Turkmen
into separate communities in the Kurdish autonomous region and
under the Iragi administration. During this period, the Kurdish
political party enjoyed unprecedented autonomy in administering their
political affairs.
However, the treatment of the Turkmen under their control illustrates a
pattern of systematic human rights violations. Almost immediately,
after Irag accepted the cease-fire on 3rd March 1991, uprisings began
to spread from dissident areas in the north and south of the country.
The Shi’aa in Basra city and the Najaf and Karbala in southern Iraq
took to the streets in protest of the regime. During the uprising,
Sulaymaniyah City, which is a Kurdish-populated area in the north of
Iraq, was the first large city to fall. Within a week, the Kurds
controlled the Kurdish Autonomous Region and the nearby city of
Kirkuk.
In mid-February, President George Bush “Snr.” called on the Iraqi
people and the military to take matters into their own hands. Despite
this call to arms, promised US support never arrived but, instead, Iraqi
helicopter gunships arrived to quell the uprising.
Civilians and suspected activists in the revolt were arrested by the
Iragi armed forces and were executed; moreover, hospitals, schools,
mosques, shrines, and columns of escaping refugees were bombed and
shelled.
According to US intelligence, between 30,000 and 60,000 people were
killed by Saddam Hussein’s military. The Turkmen people took the
lion’s share of this atrocity in Altunkoprii, Tuz Khormatu, and Kirkuk.
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Altunkopri is a small Turkmen town located 40 km north of the
Turkmen city of Kirkuk and the name means ‘Golden Bridge’ in the
Turkmen language. The Indigenous inhabitants of Altunkopri are
Turkmen, but in recent years, many Kurds migrated to this town
seeking work as economic migrants, especially after the Kurdish
rebels in 1975 were suppressed by the Iragi regime.

During the uprising in March 1991 against the lraqi regime, the
inhabitants of Altunképrl decided to leave the town after they had
heard that Kirkuk City was retaken by the Iragi government and that
looting, burning property, and summary execution were taking place.
With the news of the summary executions, opposition to the Iraqi
regime quickly spread to Altunkdpra.

To avoid reprisal, persecution, and revenge from the Iragi secret
service and republican guards, the inhabitants of the town decided to
escape and shelter in safe areas. The fleeing population from
Altunkopri were ambushed and rounded up by the Iragi army and the
consequence was that all males were separated from females and the
Iragi armed forces and Iraqi secret service executed hundreds of Iraqi
Turkmen and Kurds on the spot.

It was two weeks after this despicable crime against the civilian
people before the dead bodies could be removed and buried by their
families. The Iragi government then confiscated the properties of these
martyrs. The dead were buried in a mass grave in Altunkdpru. In the
meantime, in 1991, the people in Tuz Khormatu also revolted against
the Ba’ath regime.

The consequence of this uprising was the occupation of the city of Tuz
Khormatu by the Kurdish militia for a brief period.

During the occupation of Tuz Khormatu by the Kurds, the Turkmen
carried arms and fought vigorously against Saddam’s army alongside
the Kurdish rebels. However, the Turkmen paid an exceedingly high
price for their participation in the uprising when the Kurdish
leadership made a secret deal with the Iraqi government “Ba’ath
regime” by withdrawing their forces from Tuz Khormatu so as not to
be attacked by the Iragi armed forces.

The deal between the Kurds and the Ba’ath regime was conducted
secretly and without the knowledge of the Turkmen, and this led to the
Kurdish militia withdrawing from the city of Tuz Khormatu in the
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middle of the night, leaving the Turkmen to suffer the consequences.
After the Kurdish militia withdrew from Tuz Khormatu, the Iraqi
army entered the city, but they faced vicious resistance and a street
war commenced in the district.

The fighting between the opposition and government forces lasted for
several hours and some of the opposition fighters withdrew their
limited resources and headed to the mountains surrounding Tuz
Khormatu, while the remaining fighters melted away into the city’s
houses. While the fighters headed towards the mountains, military
helicopters attacked them.

In the meantime, the Iragi army and security forces entered the district
of Tuz Khormatu, and large numbers of fighters were arrested and
executed on the spot by Iraqgi security forces under the pretext of
helping the Kurdish rebels or fighting against the Iraqi government.
The Turkmen people in Tuz Khormatu suffered from neglect and
persecution through ethnic and sectarian division by the former
totalitarian regime, which itself had executed hundreds of young
people and imprisoned many of its children in the early 1980s.
Nevertheless, as part of the Iraqi government’s regime of legalising its
ethnic cleansing policies, on 6 September 2001, in an unprecedented
move, it passed resolution number 199, giving all non-Arab Iraqgis
over 18 the right to change their ethnic identity to that of Arab. Such
legislation is contrary to all the principles of human rights and was
politically motivated.

The Ba’ath council banned Turkmen from acquiring real estate in
Kirkuk, with its resolution number 434, dated 11th September 1989,
and its resolution number 418, dated 8 April 1984. Turkmen who
owned arable land were deported to the southern regions by force. In
the 1987 national census in Irag, Turkmen were openly threatened to
declare themselves as either Arabs or Kurds. If they declared
themselves Turks, they would be deported to South Irag.
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1.31 THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE BA'ATH PARTY
IN 1971

The National Congress of the Ba’ath Party that was held in Baghdad
in 1971 decided to make Kirkuk city and the surrounding area an Arab
city by the end of the 1980s. Also, in accordance with this decision,
the following measures were taken: All primary, intermittent, and
secondary education in Irag in lIrag shall be entirely in the Arabic
language.
The Turkmen schools teaching in the Turkmen language were closed
by the governments. The names of the Turkmen schools were changed
to Arabic names and Arabic education became compulsory in all
Turkmen populated areas.
The Turkmen teachers at the schools were transferred to other areas
against their wishes and all these steps were taken by the Ba’ath
regime to assimilate the Turkmen into Arab society and to prevent
them from reviving their cultural development.
During the Saddam Hussein government, there were 137 schools in
1970 and by 1971 this figure fell to sixty-eight.
The decomposition of Iragi Turkmen was an Iragi policy passed down
from one government to the next. The Arabization policy also
involved moving the Turkmens from the north to the south of Iraq and
spreading them all over the country to decompose their national
identity.
In brief, the Turkmens received almost no attention from the Western
media, despite being the third largest demographic part of Irag.
From 1970, the lIraqi Government resorted to various means to
assimilate the Turkmen into the Arab society and to ‘Arabise’ the
region. For example, tens of thousands of Turkmen families were
deported against their will into the south of Iraq and hundreds of
Turkmen villages were destroyed by the lIragi regime under a variety
of pretexts. Simultaneously, the Iragi government brought in landless
Arabs from southern Iraq and other parts of Iraq to settle in their
place, enticing them with free housing and other economic incentives.
The Arabisation policy implemented by the Saddam Hussein
government was aimed at bringing about demographic changes
designed to reduce the political power and presence of Turkmen,
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thereby consolidating the government’s control over this region.

The Arabization policy by the Iraqi government against the Turkmen
did not stop there but Turkmen teachers were transferred to the south
of Irag and a variety of legislation was introduced by the
Revolutionary Command Council to prevent the Turkmen from
seeking any employment in Turkmen-populated regions, especially
Kirkuk City. Turkmen leaders and elders were often falsely accused of
spying on behalf of Turkiye or Iran or accused of being members of
illegal organisations. All these steps were conducted intentionally, to
change the demography of the Turkmen populated region.

The Arabisation of Turkmen became a state policy in 1971 when the
General Assembly of the Ba’ath Party decided to Arabise Kirkuk and
this policy continued until 1980. The Administrative boundaries of the
Turkmen city of Kirkuk were changed in 1974 to divide Turkmen
concentrations.

Since the mid-1970s, Arabs enjoyed special incentives and rights,
encouraging them to move to historically Turkmen regions, including
particularly the oil-rich cities of Kirkuk and Mosul.

Turkmen societies, institutions and properties were officially Arabise.’
This meant that the Iragi administration not only prohibited the people
from speaking Turkish in public but also punished even those who
spoke privately in that language. The names of many Turkmen
villages and towns were changed to Arabic by the Iragi regime. The
name of the Kirkuk city was officially changed to Al_Tamim “literally:
‘nationalisation’, marking the nationalisation of the Western-owned
Irag Petroleum Company in 1972” by resolution number 41 of the
Council of the Revolutionary Command, dated 29th January 1976. The
largest township there, Tuz Khormatu, was administratively attached
to Tikrit, which was the place of birth of Saddam Hussein.

The province of Kirkuk has continually shrunk in size with successive
administrative decrees and thus the size of Kirkuk province, which
was 20,000 square kilometres in 1975, reduced to half that figure.
Consequently, Kirkuk, with 4.2% of the land area and formerly the
fourth largest province of Iraq, is now presently only the 14th largest
province, with only 2% of the land area. The Turkmen names of all the
streets, shops, supermarkets, mosques, graveyards, parks, sports
centres, and entertainment centres were changed to Arabic names. The
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towns of Tuz Khormatu, Kifri, and Chamchamal were affiliated to
neighbouring provinces.

Elsewhere, in the oil-rich regions, the government had already
resorted to re-drawing Iraq’s administrative map to alter the
demographic makeup of disputed areas for the last time. The
boundaries of Kirkuk province was redrawn such that an Arab
majority could ensure in key areas. Several major towns with a clear
Turkmen majority were reallocated to existing neighbouring provinces
or the newly created Salahaddin province. The authorities then
embarked on a massive campaign of forced relocation: tens of
thousands of residents were evicted from their homes in areas with
significant oil deposits, as well as in disputed areas.

These included Kirkuk, Khanagin, Mandeli, and Shaikhan, where
most deportees were removed to locations in southern Irag; many
were abandoned without any shelter. Others were housed in
rudimentary camps along major routes under military control. In their
place came Arab families from various southern tribes, encouraged by
the government with financial rewards and other benefits.

Many Turkmen quarters, towns, and villages were changed and
replaced with Arabic names following a decision taken by the Iraqi
Ministry of Interior, on the 20th of May 1976, to rename Turkish
villages with Arabic names.

In accordance with the directives given by the Revolutionary
Command Council in 1985, the Ba’ath party authorities contacted the
eldest people of the Turkmen tribe and informed them about the new
Arabic surnames that they were to use.

The authorities prepared false lineage registers and replaced the
Turkmen names with Arabic ones. These pressures were also
implemented in educational and cultural fields.

The names of Turkmen schools were changed, and Arabic hames were
assigned following the plan of assimilating the Turkmen amongst the
Arabs. As in the other Arabise areas, the Iragi government replaced
the expelled Kurdish and Turkmen populations of Kirkuk with Arabs,
the majority of the Shi’a families were brought to Kirkuk from
southern Irag where pro Saddam Hussein government was brought
from the south and settled in Kirkuk. Arabs took over the homes of
expelled Kurdish and Turkmen families and gave them to Arabs who
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were members of the Ba’ath party.

The Iragi government also constructed entirely new Arab
neighbourhoods, such as al-Nasr, al-Hurriya and Al_adisiyya, to alter
drastically the ethnic demographics of Kirkuk the very aim of
Arabisation. The Arabs who came to Kirkuk tended to be more
urbanised, middle-class professionals than the Arab farmers who
settled in rural villages. In addition, the Iragi government offered the
newly arrived Arabs a free plot of land and 10,000 Dinars as an
incentive.

To reduce the potential power and influence of Turkmen in Kirkuk and
the surrounding region, only the Arabs were selected for employment
in a new workshop set up in Kirkuk. None of the Turkmen who had
applied for employment were accepted.

It was most unfair that there was not one single Turkmen employed in
Kirkuk City amongst the 750 officials who were appointed to the
municipality of Kirkuk. Previously, 80% of the employees were
Turkmen. This shows the discrimination of the Iragi government
against the Turkmen.

Saddam Hussein’s regime introduced various legislations to change
the demography of the Turkmen-populated area especially the city of
Kirkuk. The aim and the goal of the Ba’ath regime was to dilute the
Turkmen within the Arab society.

One of these legislations that was introduced by Saddam Hussein’s
regime passed a decree that Turkmen graduates in general, but
particularly those who had graduated from Turkish universities were
not to be employed in Kirkuk and the surrounding areas.

The Iragi government discouraged the Iragi Turkmen from taking
higher education in Turkiye by endorsing stamps on the Turkmen
ethnic passport saying that the holder of the passport could travel to all
countries except Israel and Turkiye. Moreover, the Iragi government
used a variety of methods to prevent Turkmen families from sending
any financial support to their children. Turkmen were forbidden from
owning and running a petrol station in Kirkuk and the surrounding
areas. Moreover, Turkmen was forbidden from making export or
import bids. Arabise policy was included to place restrictions on
employment and transfer of government employees to posts outside
the Turkmen region.
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The Ba’ath regime issued legislation stipulated that the Turkmen were
prohibited from working in important governmental jobs and
positions, for example in the secret service and police, as pilots in the
air force, officers in the army, or as ministers and councillors.
Turkmen civil servants were assigned to the south and banned from
living in Turkmen Eli and especially the city of Kirkuk after being
graduated. The Turkmen employees and their families were
transferred by force from the government offices in Kirkuk to other
government organisations, especially to the South of Iraqg.

To change the demography of Kirkuk city and to reduce the political
influence of the Turkmen in Northern Iraq in general, and particularly
in Kirkuk, the Iragi government adopted various laws to transfer the
Turkmen without their consent into various purpose-built settlements
in the south of lIraq. These settlements were built by the Iraqi
government and under the direct instruction of Saddam Hussein.

The Ba’ath Party administration had formed the most tragic days for
the Turkmen nation. The tyrannical regime of Saddam had committed
inhuman acts of violence to silence the Turkmen. The Turkmen nation
was oppressed and persecuted, and their leaders were fabricated with
false accusations and executed, although they were not guilty. Tens of
thousands of the Turkmen’s political activists and ordinary citizens
were subjected to arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, summary
execution, torture by beating and burning, electric shock, starvation,
mutilation, and rape.

The wives of Turkmen prisoners were tortured in front of their
husbands and children were tortured in the presence of their parents,
the horrors of which were concealed from the world by the application
of a totalitarian state. Because of a strike that was conducted by
Turkmen students in conjunction with the Turkmen Teaching Union
on the 2nd of January 1971, Saddam Hussein’s government reduced
the number of Turkmen schools that were to be open in Turkmen-
populated areas. The arrested Turkmen union members were
interrogated by the Directorate of Security of Kirkuk, which at that
time was run by Taha Al-Jazrawi.

The Ba’ath regime found a good opportunity in the Turkmen student
strike to arrest and execution of a prominent Turkmen actor Hussein
Ali Musa Demirci. By 1972, the Iragi government had issued new
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legislation prohibiting the study of Turkmen languages in Turkmen
schools. The Ba’ath regime banned Turkmen's publicity and media.
The Ba’ath regime, under a variety of pretexts, demolished the houses
of Turkmen-populated areas in Kirkuk City, as well as many other
Turkmen villages demolished by the Iragi government. For example,
Turkmen houses in Tuz Khormatu, Beshir, Kompetler and Yaychi
were destroyed, and the residents of those villages were left homeless.
Moreover, many Turkmen houses were confiscated, to split up the
Turkmen localities.

Arab families were brought to Kirkuk from the south of Iragq and
resettled by force, with the financial support of the government, to
change the demography of the area. Turkmen who wanted to buy or
sell their properties in Kirkuk were held under obligation to obtain
official permission from governmental authorities.

Under resolution number 1081, dated 27th September 1984, which
was legislated by the Ba’ath regime; the Turkmen lands were
confiscated and allotted to the Arabs who were brought from the
south. There was an extremely strict ban on all sales of real estate in
Turkmen regions, and the Turkmen were only able to sell their lands
and houses to Arabs. Turkmen could neither obtain building
permission on their lands nor buy real estate. The Turkmen religious
leaders who did not speak Arabic were forced to deliver sermons in
Arabic, and when they did not, they were imprisoned. The 1980s saw
the execution of countless Turkmen leaders and elders during the
Ba’ath regime, who were often falsely accused of spying for Iran or
being pro-Tirkiye. During the lran—Iraq war, dozens of Turkmen
villages were bulldozed totally to the ground. Turkmens were severely
intimidated by the Ba ath regime into silence during the 1987 national
census in Irag, as it was relevant to the number of ethnic groups in the
country.

In this census, Turkmen were openly threatened by the Ba’ath regime
to declare themselves as either Arabs or Kurds. If they declared
themselves Turkmen, they would be deported to the Saudi border and
the south of Iraqg.
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1.32 OCCUPATION ERA 2003

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's government in 2003, hundreds of
Kurdish militia members from both Kurdish parties poured into the
Turkmen city of Kirkuk. The first things implemented by the Kurdish
militia ransacked the municipality buildings in Kirkuk, government
offices, and military buildings.
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The land deeds for the Turkmen were deliberately taken by Kurdish
militia from the Registry Office, making it difficult for the Turkmen to
set up themselves as original inhabitants of the province.

A historical military barracks in the city which was built in the
Ottoman era was set alight by Kurdish rebels, along with Turkmen
shops and houses, including the land registry office.

The invasion of Kirkuk in 2003 by the Kurdish militia was a mirror
image of the events from 1991 during the uprising against Saddam
Hussein after Operation Desert Storm.

In addition, thousands of internally displaced Kurds and Turkmens
were returned to Kirkuk and other Arabise regions to reclaim their
homes and lands that had been occupied by Arabs from central and
southern Irag. Some of the returnees were forcibly expelled from their
homes by the government of Saddam Hussein during the 1980s and
1990s.

Most of the returning Kurds were not originally from Kirkuk but were
brought to Kirkuk with the help of two Kurdish parties and the
reasoning behind this was to change the demography of the city and to
win the referendum that was planned to be carried out by 31
December 2007. Also, to decide whether Kirkuk could formally join
the Kurdish-administered region, an outcome that Arabs and Turkmen
in Kirkuk staunchly opposed.

However, the unresolved issue was the future of Kirkuk, an oil-rich
city in northern Irag, which is home to a substantial number of
Turkmen, Kurds, and Arabs.

This mixture within the city made it a powder keg. The Turkmens,
Arabs, and Chaldo Assyrians had grand expectations of the interim
administration set up after April 9, 2003.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's government in 2003, the Turkmen
expected to see democracy, fairness, an end to discrimination, the right
to self-determination, and an end to violence. Unfortunately, the
opposite had occurred about the human rights situation in Iraq,
concerning the Iragi Turkmen.

The campaigns the Turkmen were subjected to by the Kurds in
Turkmen Eli, were carried out in a far more brutal fashion, than on the
Kurds under the Saddam Hussein regime.
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The Kirkuk city holds a strategic as well as a symbolic value for the
Iragi people in general and especially for the Turkmen. The ocean of
oil beneath its surface the city of Kirkuk could be used to drive the
economy of an independent Kurdistan, the goal for many Kurds.
The Kurdish militia hopes to make the city of Kirkuk and its vast oil
reserves part of an autonomous Kurdistan, while the Turkmens,
Chaldo Assyrians, and Arabs are fiercely and staunchly opposing the
inclusion of Kirkuk into the Kurdish Regional Government.
The strategic importance of the city of Kirkuk became extremely
important for the Kurds and the fight over the control of the province
has proved to be one of the focal points of the conflict in northern
Iraq.
In the view of many intellectuals, the Kurdish control over Kirkuk
could fuel Kurdish nationalism in the region and undermine the rights
of Turkmen, Arabs, and Chaldo Assyrians residents in Kirkuk.
During the Kurdish occupation of the city of Kirkuk in 2003, the city
of Kirkuk itself became almost synonymous with the abusive
Kurdization campaign, which illustrated the persistence of the designs
that the Kurds had on Kirkuk.
The fate of the city of Kirkuk has been one of the thorniest issues of
Irag's constitutional process. Under Article 140 of the document
ratified by Iragis on 15 Oct. 2005, a referendum on the status of
Kirkuk is to be implemented in the province no later than 31
December 2007.
This was to happen only after the lIragi government had taken
measures to repatriate former Arab residents, resettle Turkmen and
Kurds or compensate them, implement normalization, and conduct the
census in Kirkuk.
After the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime, the Kurds intensified their
Kurdization campaign in the city of Kirkuk. Kurdish officials working
at the administration of the Kirkuk Municipality confiscated real estate
and lands belonging to the town administration and granted them to
ethnic Kurds who were newly arrived in Kirkuk and who were not
originally from the town.
The Kurdish party KDP had openly provided $5000 to each
repatriated Kurdish family in Kirkuk and they brought tens of
thousands of Kurds and resettled them in the Kirkuk and surrounding.
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The Kurdish parties used various methods to eliminate Turkmen
identity and the aim of this was to dilute the Turkmen into the Kurdish
culture.

After the Kurdish occupation of the city of Kirkuk, the economic,
political, and cultural aspects of the Turkmen completely changed
especially when the Kurdish parties brought over 600,000 Kurds to
the city of Kirkuk and this was organised and orchestrated by both
Kurdish parties to change the demography of Kirkuk.

Both Kurdish parties encouraged and offered financial support to all
Kurdish families that were brought from various regions to the city of
Kirkuk. The demographic structure of Kirkuk was seriously changed
and distorted as Kurds migrated into the city in large groups claiming
to be original residents; the latter were backed by armed Peshmerga
and US forces.

The Kurdification policy against the Turkmens did not stop there but
also continued outside of Irag and this Kurdification scandal was
discovered and denounced by the Swedish Migration Minister, Mr.
Tobias Billstrom in February 2007, when he revealed that the Iraqi
Ambassador who was a Kurd (Ahmed Bamarni) had been issuing lIraqgi
passports to non-lraqi Kurds from Syria, Iran, Tirkiye, and Lebanon
and these none Iraqi citizens later were allowed to vote during the
Iraqi election.

Also, the Swedish authorities in Sweden said the Iragi embassy in
Sweden alone had issued twenty-six thousand passports to non-lragis
and that all these passport holders were supposed to have been born in
Kirkuk.

But after the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime, thousands of
internally displaced Kurds and Turkmen returned to Kirkuk and other
Arabised regions to reclaim their homes and lands, which had been
occupied by Arabs from central and southern Irag. These returnees
were forcibly expelled from their homes by the government of
Saddam Hussein during the 1980s and 1990s. However, the majority
of Kurdish returnees were not from Kirkuk, but they came to Kirkuk
for economic reasons also they were brought by the Kurdish parties.
According to the Ration Card Data Base that was issued by the Iraqi
government and considered by the United Nations to and Iraqi
government as the most reliable source for information on the Iraqi
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population”; some 12,000 inhabitants were expelled from Kirkuk
under the previous regime, one-third being Turkmen.

On 10 April 2003, Kirkuk had 810,000 inhabitants after the
occupation of Kirkuk. The Kurdish parties brought to Kirkuk over
700,000 Kurds and this massive influx of Kurds to Kirkuk, the
population of Kirkuk reached over 1.5 million inhabitants; all
newcomers are Kurds.

Most of the returning Kurds were not originally from Kirkuk but had
been brought in to help win the referendum that was expected to be
implemented before December 2007 to decide whether Kirkuk could
formally join the Kurdish-administered region.

To win the referendum, the Kurdish parties in Erbil and Sulymaniya
have legislated new legislation by forcing pregnant Kurdish women to
deliver their babies in Kirkuk hospitals.

Also, the Kurds have set up a committee who was responsible for
transferring the pregnant women to deliver their babies in Kirkuk and
ensuring the new babies have a Kirkuk birth certificate so in the future
a referendum can be carried out by the UN and other international
organisation would show clearly that the Kurds are the majority.
During the occupation of the city of Kirkuk, and according to leaked
documents from Kirkuk Delivery Hospital, it showed that the number
of Kurdish registered babies after the occupation of Kirkuk was
twenty times more Kurdish babies born than Turkmen and Arab babies
compared to the previous years.

However, after the occupation of Kirkuk by the Kurdish militia, the
Arabs, and Turkmen in Kirkuk staunchly opposed the Kurdish
occupation because the demography of the city had been changed
dramatically in favour of the Kurds.

In addition to the demographic changes, it would be impossible to
have a referendum since the country was under occupation, as there
was a lack of security and stability in Irag. In the meantime, James
Baker & Lee Hamilton called for a major delay to the constitutional
referendum on the grounds that holding a census could lead to
regional conflict and the risks of further violence sparked by a
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referendum are likely and with the possibility of violent clashes
among the ethnic groups and even a civil war across Iraq.[31]

In the view of many politicians and intellectuals, the referendum could
lead to the disintegration of Irag. Still, there was also the great
possibility that Iran, Syria, and TUlrkiye would intervene to protect the
Turkmens.

Also, Turkiye was conscious of the need to preserve and maintain its
capability of protecting its sovereign rights, territorial integrity,
stability in the region, and national and international interests.

The Kurds also knew that any clashes in Kirkuk between the Turkmen
and Kurds would provoke the Turkish government to some form of
action.

During the occupation of Iraq in 2003, the situation in Kirkuk was
very strained as a result of this, the Iraqi Study Group Report on the
Kirkuk issue, submitted by James Baker and Lee Hamilton, was
considered by the Turkmen to be a realistic, constructive, well-
structured, and comprehensive document that covered all aspects that
related to Iraqi issues and provided new hope for the future of Irag. It
was of the utmost importance that the status of Kirkuk should be
delayed: as quoted on page number 45, Recommendation 30 on the
Iraq Study Group Report (James A. Baker, 11l and Lee H. Hamilton,
2007). [32]

Reference also was made on page 19 of the same report for further
corroboration of this point. The Kurdish militia insisted that the
constitution required a referendum by December 2007 to decide
whether Kirkuk could formally join the Kurdish administration region.
The Arabs and Turkmen in Kirkuk staunchly opposed this because the
demography of the city had changed so dramatically in favour of the
Kurds.

31 Mofak Salman, Turkoman of Irag, 2007, Dublin. Ireland.
%2Aziz Samaniji, Political history of Turkoman of Irag, 1993, London, UK
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Figure (99) Taha Yassin Ramadan “left” Saddam Hussein “2nd left” holding a Koran,
Abdullah Kazim Ruwayyid “2nd Right”, and Mizhar Abdullah Ruwayyid “Right”
stand at their trial held in Baghdad November 28, 2005. The trial of Saddam and
seven aides on charges of crimes against humanity

Turkey and Iran were concerned about the implementation of the
Kurdish independent referendum, both countries weary of the
greatening risk of further violence it could catalyse, with the
possibility of violent clashes among the ethnic groups and even a civil
war across Irag. In the view of the Turkmens and Arabs in Irag, the
implementation of the referendum by the Kurdish Regional
Government not only could lead to the disintegration and instability of
Irag but there was also the great possibility that Iran, Syria, and
Turkiye.
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Figure (100) from the left, Jalal Talabani ex-president of Iraq, and PKK terrorist
leader AbdullhOcalan who was responsible for the death of over 40,000 innocent
Turkish citizens.

Figure (101) from the left, Berham Salah ex_president of Iraq, and PKK terrorist
leader Abdullah Ocalan who responsible for the death of over 40,000 innocent Turkish
citizens
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1.33THE NEW IRAQI CONSTITUTION, ARTICLE 140

Following the occupation of lIraq by the United States, United
Kingdom, and Kurdish militia, the Kurdish militia aspired to make the
city of Kirkuk and its vast oil reserves a part of an autonomous
Kurdistan. While the Turkmen, Chaldo Assyrians, and Arabs were
fiercely and staunchly opposing the inclusion of Kirkuk in an
autonomous region.

After the abolishment of Saddam Hussein's regime in 2003, a new
constitution was legislated by the Iragi opposition parties who were
stationed in Iran.

Flgure (102) Representatlve of the Chaldo Assyrlanof Iraq holds the signed flnal new
constitution.

The Kurds and the foreign military occupation wrote the new lraqi
constitution, which was set up after the toppling of the Saddam
Hussein regime. Article 140 was imposed by the Kurds and was added
at the last minute to the New Constitution.

Avrticle 140 was aimed at Turkiye, acting as a legislative punishment
for the Turkmen after the Turkish Parliament rejected using its
territory to invade northern Iraq from Turkiye.

Acrticle 140 dealt with particularly important and sensitive issues, not
only for the Turkmen of Iraq but also for all Iraqis, except for the

158



Kurdish minority who wrote it with their foreign consultants to suit
their special agenda and self-interest.

To the Kurds, this article 140 would help them to ease the seizing
control of the city of Kirkuk, and its annexation to the Kurdish
Autonomous Region. Article 140 gave the Kurds legal means by
which they could seize control of the huge oil wealth of this historical
Iragi Turkmen city of Kirkuk.

One of the anomalies of Article 140 of the New Permanent Iraqi
Constitution is that it imposed a fixed time Ilimit for its
implementation, saying it must be completed before the 31% of
December 2007. Furthermore, article 140 deals with the normalization
process of the Kirkuk governorship, a process which consists of three
major steps, each one with its time limit:

The return to Kirkuk of all its forcefully displayed inhabitants by the
Ba’ath Regime during the Arabisation processes of the province by
the regime, and the reoccupation of their confiscated lands and
properties to be completed before 31 of March 2007. Enforcing a
new population census for the original population of the province to
be held before 31 August 2007.

To conduct a referendum to decide whether Kirkuk should be attached
to the Kurdish Autonomous Region or not, and the voting shall be
implemented prior to 31st December 2007. Article 140 expired on the
31st of December 2007 without being implemented.

According to the new lIragi constitution that was established after the
fall of the Saddam Hussein regime, article 140 cannot be modified or
extended since it has a fixed time limit for its implementation, stating
that it must be completed before 31% of December 2007. Therefore, at
the end of 2007, article 140 was no longer valid and automatically
expired losing its constitutional validity.

The Iragi constitution also clearly said that any extension or
amendment to the article needed the approval of two-thirds of the
Iraqi parliament’s members and the approval of the public in the form
of a referendum and Article 140 appeared to be dead in the water.
Unfortunately, the UN representative in Erbil, Staffan de Mistura
recommended the extension of the expiry date of article 140 for a
further six months; this happened after he had private meetings with
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the Kurdish regional Government members, and he accepted an
invitation to attend the Kurdish regional Government parliament.

The Turkmen considered Staffan de Mistura recommended extension
of the expiry date of article 140 a further six months suggestion
unwise, biased, and was a direct interference in the internal affairs of
the republic of Iraq since Staffan de Mistura had failed to pay any
attention to the Iragi Constitution. Staffan de Mistura had, in fact, bent
to the pressure that was applied on him by both Kurdish parties in
northern Irag, but the Prime Minister of Iraq, Nuri al-Maliki did not
support the initiative because he said that any extension after the time
limit was unconstitutional.

The Turkmen parties in Kirkuk responded to Staffan de Mistura's
recommendation it would be more beneficial for the UN to open an
office in Kirkuk city instead of opening an office in Erbil city in
northern Irag. This would enable the UN to listen to the suggestions,
demands, and complaints of the ethnic groups in Kirkuk rather than
issuing generalized and irrational edicts.

In addition, in the view of many Iragi politicians and intellectuals the
UN representative Staffan de Mistura was not entitled and qualified to
change, extend, or even change any article within the Iraqi
constitution.

Irag is a sovereign country and not under a UN mandate, therefore
Staffan de Mistura should have consulted with his central office and
with the people of Kirkuk before tabling his motion. Nevertheless, the
suggestion of Stephan de Mistura was totally opposed by the Turkmen
and the Iraqi Turkmen Front leader; S. Ergerj met with Stephan de
Mistura about his suggestion and S. Ergerj expressed his deepest
concern about the extension of Article 140. Furthermore, other
Turkmen political parties condemned Staffan de Mistura's action.

The problem of Kirkuk was not a constitutional one but lies in the
ambiguity of Article 140. According to Article 140 of the Iraqi
constitution, the problem of the disputed areas, notably the oil-rich
province of Kirkuk, addressed three stages of normalisation and then
to conduct a census amongst the population, followed by a referendum
on the fate of areas which will decide whether Kirkuk will join the
Conservatives or the Kurdistan region.
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It was supposed to conduct those stages during the largest period up to
31% December 2007, a deadline extended by the United Nations
representative without the approval of the central government for six
months ending on June 30.

However, the 24 members of the 41-member Kirkuk Governorate
Council presented a request to the Kurdistan Region Government and
the Iragi parliament to make the governorate part of the Kurdistan
Region as they believe that Article 140 of the constitution was not
implemented and that Article 24 of the Provincial Council Election
Draft Law did not meet their ambitions whereas the Turkmen and
Arabs regarded this extraordinary session as illegal.

In addition, the Turkmen leadership has requested to replace the
Kurdish police in Kirkuk with army forces from central and southern
Irag, the postponement of the elections and adaptation of the division
of Kirkuk to the three constituencies include the proportion of 32 %
for both Arabs and Kurds and Turkmen and 4% for Assyrians.

In the meantime, on the 315 °F July 2008, a statement by the Turkish
Foreign Ministry was released regarding the issue of Kirkuk, which
said that the Turkish Foreign Ministry was concerned and deeply
alarmed about the demand by members of the governorate of Kirkuk,
about a Kurdish list to join the Northern Department. The Turkish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs released a statement: ‘We in Tlrkiye
express our deep concern on what we see and what happened in the
governorate of Kirkuk, where some members agreed to join the
Council in Kirkuk to the north of lrag and Turkiye's position on
Kirkuk would not have ever changed in the present and future and the
Arab and Turkmen called this move by the Kurd as a provocation’.
[33]

33 http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2008-07/28/content_8828848.htm
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Figure (103) This is Kirkuk Kopru Bashi (Head of the Bridge) in the sixties of the last
centuries; it shows the organisation and cleanliness.
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Figure (104) The Kirkuk Kalesi (Kirkuk Citadel) In the sixties of the last centuries,
Turkmens enjoyed sipping tea and relaxing in front of the Kirkuk Kalesi in Kirkuk

; iy
Figure (105) The Kirkuk Kalesi (Kirkuk Citadel) In the sixties of the last centuries,
Turkmens enjoyed sipping tea and relaxing in front of the Kirkuk Qalesi in Kirkuk
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Figure (106) This is Kirkuk Kopru Bashi (Head of the Bridge) in the sixties of the last
centuries; it shows the organisation and cleanliness.
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'Figure (107) This is Kirkuk Kopru Bashi (Head of the Bridge) in the sixties of the last
centuries; it shows the organisation and cleanliness.
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Figure (108) This is Kirkuk Kopru Bashi (Head of the Bridge) in 20'17‘ after the
Kurdish occupation and they converted the area to wastelands.
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1.34 THE ATTACK ON THE IRAQI TURKMEN FRONT IN
KIRKUK

In July 2008, Irag's parliament reached an agreement on the
Provincial Council Election Law, particularly about Paragraph 24 of
the law, which deals with the election mechanism in the Kirkuk
Governorate.
The postponement of the elections and adaptation of the division of
Kirkuk to the three constituencies include the proportion of 32 % for
Arabs, Kurds, and Turkmen and 4% for Assyrians ethnic in addition,
the Turkmen, Arab, and Assyrians proposed equal distribution of
provincial council seats in the Kirkuk region which was outside the
Kurdish territory.
This proposal was voted on by President Jalal Talabani and his
deputy, Adel Abdul Mahdi, and before the voting, the Kurds rejected a
secret ballot while the opposition had requested a secret ballot and the
members of the Iraqi parliament voted open and secret voting.
However, most members had decided on secret voting and the deputy
parliamentary speaker Khalid al-Attiyah, a Shi’a, said the secret ballot
was unconstitutional and accused the lawmakers of "arm-twisting.
But on 22" of July 2008, a decision was made by 127 Iragi members
of parliament voted in favour of the Provincial Council Election Law,
particularly about Paragraph 24 of the law, which deals with the
election mechanism in the Kirkuk Governorate and the distribution of
power that included the proportion of 32% for Arabs, Kurds, and
Turkmen and 4% for Assyrians.
Also, the resolution decided that the security of the town must
controlled by the central government rather than the current military
forces stationed in the town and the security forces linked to the
political parties must leave the city of Kirkuk.
The bill was approved by 127 out of 140 deputies who attended the
meeting, and ten of those members decided not to vote. Two of them
decided to vote against and one MP gave a blank ballot paper, but
Irag's parliament still passed the law.
The Kurds, along with the two deputy parliamentary speakers, walked
out of the chamber after lawmakers decided to hold a secret ballot on a
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power-sharing item in the law for the disputed, oil-rich city of Kirkuk
this was voted by President Jalal Talabani and his deputy, Adel Abdul
Mahdi.
But on the 27th of July 2008, the secret police linked to both Kurdish
parties distributed leaflets informing the people of Kirkuk, especially
the Turkmen citizens. In order to force them to participate in a protest
that had been organised by the Kurds against the adoption of the law
of elections for provincial assemblies causing a postponement of
elections in the city for an indefinite period.
In addition, the Kurdish police who went with the Kurdish Asayish
informed the Turkmen shop owners to close their shops and anyone
who opened their shop would be subject to punishment by the Kurdish
police and his shop would be ransacked.
Also, the Kurdish Asayish separated roamers so that all the
governmental buildings would be closed and the Kurdish directors in
Kirkuk informed the Turkmen employees to be absent from work and
anyone not doing so he/she could be punished, and their wages cut.
As a result of this, the Turkmen population in the Kirkuk was
extremely worried and concerned as this event reminded the Turkmen
of the Kurdish massacre of the Turkmen in 1959, the mass burning
and killing of Turkmen. During the time of this massacre, the arrested
Turkmen at the hands of the Kurdish Communists were tied by ropes
and pulled behind cars in the main street of Kirkuk by the Kurds and
communist party members.
This reminder of the Kurdish massacre of the Turkmen in 1959,
caused panic amongst the Turkmen population in Kirkuk caused them
to approach the Turkmen member of the Kirkuk governing council
Mr. Hassan Turan, and Turkmen Chief of Police Burhan Tayyip,
asking for advice and help.
Therefore, on 27 July Turkmen member of the Kirkuk governing
council Mr. Hassan Turan approached the Kirkuk governor Mr.
Mustafa Abdulrahman who was a Kurd. After a lengthy meeting and
discussion with him on this subject, Mr. Mustafa Abdulrahman
acknowledged to Mr. Hassan Tuan that a Kurdish protest had been
organised and he assured Mr. Hassan Turan that all the government
offices must be open, and the participation in the demonstration is not
compulsory.
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But on the afternoon and evening of the 27th of July Mr. Hassan
Turan, Turkmen Chief Police in Kirkuk Mr. Burhan Tayyip, and
Turhan Abdurrahman appeared on Turkmen Eli TV advising the
worried Turkmen population about the demonstration, what they must
do, measures that needed to be taken and both advised the Turkmen
citizens to carry out their normal business.

Also said that the shopkeepers would be free to open their shops, all
governmental offices would be open, and no one must force the
Turkmen to take part in this demonstration. Both also mentioned that
the Kurds have the right to express their protest and recommended
that the population remain calm and avoid any provocation towards
the Kurds.

In the meantime, the Kirkuk governor Mr. Mustafa Abdulrahman who
is a Kurd never appeared on the TV or on radio to assure the
population in Kirkuk this is going to be a Kurdish demonstration, and
no one is forced to attend this protest. Whereas the Kurdish directors
for government offices have openly threatened Turkmen staff, that
their salaries would be cut if they do not take part in the protest. The
Kurdish police have threatened the shopkeepers to close their shops
and any shop that opens would be looted by the Kurds and destroyed.
However, on 27" July, minibus drivers owned by the Turkmen were
taken by force by Kurdish police, and their car discs and insurance
certificates were confiscated. The Kurds informed them their car disc
would return when the driver transported the Kurdish demonstrators to
the meeting point free of charge.

The tension between the Turkmen and Kurds continued and reached
its peak, and on the 28th of July, before the demonstration, the local
government in Kirkuk controlled by the Kurds and both Kurdish
parties’ personnel blocked all road access to government places.

The Kurds set up various checking points to prevent the people from
going to their work. The Turkmen shopkeepers were forced to close
their shops and Kurdish directors in various governmental offices
locked the main doors to prevent the people from attending their
workplace and forced the employees to take part in the demonstration.
At about 9.00 am, approximately three thousand Kurdish protesters
gathered near Turkmen Kirkuk Castel (Kerkuk Kalasi) as a meeting
point to commence their protest towards the Kirkuk governing to
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show their anger and to condemn the adoption of the law of elections
for provincial assemblies and causing a postponement of elections in
the city for an indefinite period by the Iragi government.

Since the security of the town was controlled by both the US forces
and the police in Kirkuk, thus they were obliged to guarantee the
safety and security of the people in Kirkuk, but it was negligence on
behalf of the US forces to grant permission for the Kurdish protest to
go ahead and especially allowing the Kurdish protestors to pass
through a route that is mainly Turkmen neighbourhood.

The Kurds designed this protest to show their mussels and to provoke
the Turkmen population in the town. Nevertheless, the Kurdish
demonstration began from Kirkuk Kalesi toward the Kirkuk governing
office to demand the holding of elections and the application of
Article 140 for the normalization of the situation in the province.

The Kurdish demonstrators, Kurdish police wearing civil clothes also
were brought from Erbil and Sulymaniya by minibuses and private
cars to Kirkuk and this was designed to mislead the media and to
show the world that the overwhelming population of Kirkuk was
refusing the decision of the Iragi central government towards the
adoption of the law of elections for provincial assemblies causing a
postponement of elections in the city for an indefinite period.

The Kurdish demonstrators before they began the demonstration; were
carrying automatic weapons AK-47s, pistols, iron bars, baseball bats,
and Kurdish flags. Also, the Kurdish protestors were escorted and
protected by the local Kurdish police which consisted of Kurds and
Asayish.

The Kurdish protestors walked through the street of Kirkuk chanting
patriotic songs and provocation slogans against the Arabs and the
Turkmen.

At 11.00 am on the 28" ° July 2008 at the “Nafura” fountain area
opposite the Kirkuk governate, an explosion occurred, and according
to the Kurdish police, the explosion was conducted by a female
suicide bomber killing twenty-two and injured at least 120 while the
Kurdish were showing but no one claimed responsibility for the
bombing.
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But in the view of the Iraqi people in Kirkuk, the fanatic Kurds
conducted the explosion to create civil unrest in Kirkuk. Nonetheless,
people in the crowd blamed Kurds extremists for the attack.

After the explosion, the Kurdish guards started opening fire, shooting
into the air as “Najat Hassam, a senior member of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), quoted by AFP as saying.” More people
responded to the gunfire with heavy shooting.”

The rumours in the town were that the Kurdish police conducted this
attack to create chaos, and instability and to show the world that they
were the victims, but the more realistic reason was to create a civil
war, thus the Kurdish militia would have a good reason to enter the
town with large numbers of Kurdish militia.

However, within a few minutes, rumours and misleading information
were spread by the Kurdish police saying, that the Turkmens caused
the explosion, and, this was false information, and it was a good and
legitimate excuse for the Kurds to attack the Turkmens in Kirkuk.
Then Asayish “Kurdish police” started directing the Kurdish protestors
to attack the Turkmen targets in the city of Kirkuk. Elsewhere, the
Kurdish media started broadcasting in various Kurdish news media
sources claiming that the Iragi Turkmen Front (ITF) guards opened
fire on the Kurdish demonstrators and that the Kurdish demonstrators
defended themselves by replying.

Then the Kurdish protesters attacked the headquarters of the Iraqi
Turkmen Front “ITF,” the headquarters for the Turkmen of the
political prisoners and families of martyrs, Sunubber Hotel, Turkmen
shops, and Turkmen properties.

The most striking thing was that the Turkmen Eli TV Station was
attacked by the Kurdish demonstrators and had its contents burnt
before the blast. The ITF head office is a distance of one kilometer
away from the site of the blast, and the ITF headquarters is in a
residential area and is not on the main street as stated by the Kurdish
media. Then Kurdish armed demonstrators escorted by Kurdish police
opened heavy fire with automatic machine guns toward the Turkmen
guards who were guarding the ITF building. The Kurdish attacks on
the ITF building resulted in injury to one of the guards, including the
head of the security personnel. Then the Kurds set ablaze their
vehicles that belonged to the ITF. The Kurdish demonstrators later
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attacked Turkmen properties and then set a light on the cars and
properties of the Turkmen people.

The Kurdish attack in Kirkuk did not stop there, it continued with the
Kurdish Asayish attacking the ITF building with a heavy machine
gun. One of the ITF guards was wounded during the Kurdish assaults
on the ITF, and the Turkmen guards protecting the ITF built resistance
then after they ran out of ammunition. The Iragi Turkmen Front
members requested support from the police, but no help arrived to
protect the ITF members from the police. Then the Kurdish Asayish
and Kurdish armed demonstrators stormed the ITF building. The
Kurdish Asayish took the five Turkmen guards including the injured
guard to the undisclosed location.

Also, the content of the Iragi Turkmen Front “ITF” building was
ransacked, and its content was set on fire, which caused tremendous
damage to the ITF building and its contents. In addition, the ITF staff
cars were set on fire, and all this happened in the presence of the local
Kirkuk police who are Kurds.

All these atrocities occurred in front of the eyes of the US forces and
local police. The police did not take any action against the Kurdish
protesters but kept watching them.

However, the most interesting thing was that after the explosion, Mr.
Yahiya Al _barzenchi, a Kurdish-origin camera operator who was
working for Associated Press was attacked when he was taking
images for the Kurdish protestors, the protestors thought Mr.Yahiya
Al_barzenchi was a Turkmen citizen working for the Turkmen Eli TV
station as a camera operator.

Mr. Yahiya Albrecht was at once attacked by the Kurdish crowds with
fists, sticks, and iron bars and kicked while he was lying on the
ground unconscious.

The footage of the attack on Mr. Yahiya Al_barzenchi the camera
operator working for Associated Press was continually shown on the
Turkmen Eli TV Satellite on 30" July 2008. The Turkmen Eli TV
showed how the Kurdish mobs had beaten Mr. Yahiya Al_barzenchi
even when he was unconscious on the ground. Nevertheless, before
this film footage, the Kurdish police announced that Mr. Yahiya
Al_barzenchi was among the dead during the blast. After the
explosion, the Kurdish police set up a checkpoint on the roads that led
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in and out of Kirkuk and had all cars stopped and searched. Turkmen
individuals were taken out of the car by the Kurds and attacked,
beaten, abused and their cars smashed before leaving the checkpoint.
The attack on the Turkmens was widely condemned by Iraqgi
politicians, civil organisations, and Turkmen organisations, but the
most striking thing was that the Kirkuk governor and Iraqi president
Jalal Talabani both of whom are Kurds did not condemn the attack on
the Turkmen in Kirkuk.

1.35 CHANGING THE DEMOGRAPHY OF KIRKUK BY
KURDISH PARTIES

The Turkmen are one of these ethnolinguistic groups in Iraqg in general
and especially in Kirkuk, the Turkmen have made a major effort to
define themselves, both internally and to the world community.
Their real population has always been suppressed by the authorities in
Irag for political reasons and is officially estimated at 2%, while their
number should be between 2.5 and 3 million, i.e., 12% of the Iraqi
population. The Turkmen of Iraq settled in Turkmen Eli and its capital
city of Kerkuk. The Kirkuk city holds strategic as well as symbolic
value for the Iraqi people in general and the Turkmens especially.
The Turkmen consider the city of Kirkuk as a pumping mechanism for
their survival. The city holds about 60% of Iraq’s oil reserves, and 4%
of the world's oil reserves and it is one of the finest types of crude oil
in the world.
The city of Kirkuk is important because of gas and the ocean of oil
beneath its surface. Since 25% of the Iraqi oil lies beneath the city of
Kirkuk and expert estimate, the oil and natural resources in Kirkuk
would be enough to fuel independent Kurdistan, the goal for many
Kurds. Thus, the city is important for the Kurds only for economic
reasons and source of an independent homeland.
In the view of many historians, the Kurds have no historical link in the
city but the Kurdish migration and settlement in the city of Kirkuk are
summarized in several stages.
Firstly, the establishment of the Iragi Petrol Company “IPC “ by the
British in the twenties encouraged the Kurdish population to move to
the city of Kirkuk, looking for employment as a worker for the IPC oil
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company. In the view of many lIragis and historians, this Kurdish
migration is considered the first wave of Kurdish settlement in the
city.

The second wave of Kurdish migration and settlement in Kirkuk was
due to commercial and business reasons, especially when Kurdish
middle-class businessmen migrated to Kirkuk from the city of Erbil
and Sulymaniya to sell their products in general and especially their
smuggled cheap products that were smuggled from Iran to be sold
with a good profit in Kirkuk and the surrounding region.

The third wave of the Kurdish migration to the city of Kirkuk
commenced after the establishment of the Kirkuk to Erbil railway line,
which encouraged and eased the migration of a substantial number of
Kurds to Kirkuk, seeking jobs and affording an opportunity for a
better life.

The fourth wave of Kurdish migrations to the city of Kirkuk was
during the establishment of the military command for the Iragi army
in Kirkuk which resulted building of several military compounds in
and around Kirkuk. The establishment of the military compounds in
the city of Kirkuk had encouraged several thousands of Kurds to be
recruited by the Iragi army as soldiers and the overwhelming majority
of these recruited soldiers were accommodated in the military
compounds. In addition, these soldiers brought their families to settle
in Kirkuk.

The fifth wave of the Kurdish migration to Kirkuk was after the coup
of 1958 when the General Abdul-Karim Qasim Socialist Government
built several neighbourhoods in Kirkuk and these neighbourhoods
were filled with Kurds. Moreover, the Kurdish revolt and rebellion
against the Iragi government caused the Iragi government to retaliate
against the Kurdish rebels by bombarding their villages and forcing
them to leave their villages in the mountains and settle in cities such
as Erbil, Turkmen sub-district of Tuz Khormatu. The Kurdish
migration to the Turkmen Eli dramatically increased especially when
thousands of Kurdish families were forced by the Saddam Hussein
regime during the Enfal era to be settled in Turkmen Eli.

The final Kurdish migration and settlement in the Kirkuk region was
after the fall of the Saddam Hussein government when the Kurdish
parties brought over 700,000 Kurdish settlers into the city of Kirkuk
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with the help of the US forces under the pretext the Kurdish settlers
that were expelled by the earlier Saddam Hussein government during
the Arabization policy.

However, many returned Kurds to Kirkuk after the fall of the Saddam
Hussein regime were not originally from Kirkuk, but they were
brought from various towns by both Kurdish parties to alter the
demography of the town.

In the view of many Iragis, Kirkuk belongs to the Iragis, and it is a
part of Irag. During a successive Arab government that had ruled Iraq,
most of the lands of Kirkuk belonged to the Turkmen.

Throughout the history of Iraqg, the Kurds had no historical link to the
city of Kirkuk, and the city itself was never a part of the Kurdish
Regional Government as the Kurds claim.

The Kurdish militia hopes to make the city of Kirkuk and its vast oil
reserves part of an autonomous Kurdistan, while the Turkmens,
Chaldo Assyrians, and Arabs are fiercely and staunchly opposing the
inclusion of Kirkuk into the Kurdish autonomous region.

For the Kurds, Kirkuk is important because of the Kirkuk oil and gas.
Experts estimate the oil and natural resources would be enough to fuel
an independent Kurdistan.

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein regime in 2003, the Turkmens,
Arabs, and Chaldo Assyrians had lofty expectations, of the interim
administration set up after the 9th of April 2003.

The Turkmen expected to see democracy, justice, equality, fairness, an
end to discrimination, the right to self-determination, and an end to
violence. Unfortunately, the opposite occurred about the human rights
situation in Irag, concerning the lragi Turkmen.

To suppress the Turkmen voice in northern Iraqg, the Kurdish militias
had set up several puppet Turkmen parties to serve their purpose.

All the Turkmen parties, which were set up by the Kurdish militia, are
of Kurdish origin and working for the Kurdish party and all the
bodyguards are from the Kurdish militia. The Turkmen parties set up
by the Kurds were designed to divide the Turkmen people and were
used to smear the name of the Turkmen's Republic in Iraq and to
discredit the real representatives of the Turkmen.
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The demographic change in the city of Kirkuk that was conducted by
the Kurds after 2003 was worse than that carried by the Saddam
Hussein government within 35 years.

The city has been changing, with a wave of Kurdish migrants moving
to Kirkuk since 2003. With the help of both Kurdish parties stretches
of the recently built house pup up everywhere, and there is visual
testimony the city is shifting demographics.

The Turkmen and the Arabs saw the mass Kurdish migration as a
potential political manoeuvring and demographic takeover. Most of
the returned Kurds were not from Kirkuk, and never even lived in
Kirkuk. Before if they were genuine from Kirkuk, they should claim
their properties, since they were not thus, they settled in and lived in
the football stadium and properties belonging to the previous
government, military camps, and houses belonging to the previous
Iragi army compound.

After the Kurdish occupation, of the city of Kirkuk in 2003, the
economic, political, and cultural aspects of the Turkmens completely
changed when the Kurds brought over approximately 700,000 settlers
to Kirkuk from North Irag, Syria, Tirkiye, and Iran.

Most of the returning Kurds settlers were not originally from Kirkuk
but they were brought to Kirkuk with the help of two Kurdish parties.
In the meantime, both Kurdish parties used a more aggressive ethnic
cleansing policy by changing the demography of the Kirkuk. For
instance, the Kurds were deported by the Saddam Hussein government
from Kirkuk and were working as civil servants in the Kurdish-
controlled provinces such as Sulaymaniyah and Erbil but were
forcibly transferred to Kirkuk against his will.

The Kurds were also prevented from buying land or properties in the
cities of Sulymaniya and Erbil they were also forced to register their
children in Kirkuk although they were born in Sulymaniya this clearly
shows the degree of the demographic changes that have been used by
the Kurds in the north of Irag.

The demographic structure of Kirkuk was changed seriously and
distorted as Kurds, backed by armed Peshmerga forces, migrated into
the city in large groups claiming to be original residents.

After 2003, thousands of Kurdish settlers backed by the Kurdish
militia had poured into Kirkuk and occupied houses, government
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buildings, football stadiums, military camps, and Ba’ath party Head
Quarters and later the deeds of these properties were transferred
illegally into their names.

The demographic city of Kirkuk has dramatically altered especially
during the Kirkuk governor Dr. Najmadin Omer. During the Najmadin
Omer era, the Kurdish party KDP with the help of Dr. Najmadin Omer
brought thousands of Kurds from various places to settle in Kirkuk.
The Najmadin Omer employed only Kurds in the governmental
offices and forced all the Turkmen and Arab managing directors to
early retirement and replaced them with Kurds.

In addition, the Kurdish parties forced the Kurdish pregnant women to
have their baby to be born in Kirkuk hospitals so that they would have
Kirkuk birth certificates. In the future, the Kurds will be able to say
most of the population in the city of Kirkuk is Kurds, especially if the
United Nations committee interfered to decide the future of the city of
Kirkuk.

During the occupation of the city of Kirkuk in 2003, all the Kirkuk
project development contracts were given to the Kurdish contractors
by the Kirkuk governor Najmadin Omer, and Kurds squatted the
Turkmens and governmental lands and buildings with the help of the
Kurdish militia. Several petrol stations and private refineries were set
up by the Kurds with the help of the Kurdish militia and all the oil was
stolen from the main Kirkuk export line to Turkiye.

During the rule of Najmadin Omer, the demographic changes carried
out in Kirkuk became intolerable” Although article 23 of the Iraqi
Constitution stipulates that infringing on public and private property
for demographic change rejected, the Kurdish militia infringements
continued by the political parties who do not live in Kirkuk.
Commercial and housing plots were distributed illegally to Kurdish
political party members to change the city’s demography.

After the fall of Saddam's regime, the Kurds intensified their
Kurdisation campaign in the city of Kirkuk. The Turkmens have been
subject to campaigns by the Kurds in Turkmen Eli in an often more
brutal fashion than conducted on Kurds by Saddam Hussein. Turkmen
and Arabs have been kidnapped, assassinated, imprisoned, and
arbitrarily arrested.
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During the Arabization policy that was conducted by Saddam
Hussein's regime. The regime expelled Turkmen and Kurds from
Kirkuk to change the demography of the Turkmen-populated area in
general and especially the city of Kirkuk by encouraging the Arab
population to migrate and settle in the city of Kirkuk.

The population of the city of Kirkuk according to a ration card, which
was dated the 10th of April 2003, Kirkuk had 810,000 inhabitants, but
in the year 2010, after the occupation of Kirkuk by the Kurdish
militia, the city of city noticed a massive Kurdish influx, the
population in the city reached and had exceeded 1.5 million.

The Kurdish militia brought over 700,000 Kurdish settlers from the
Northern Iraqi, republic of Tlrkiye, Syria, and Iran to Kirkuk.

The KRG issued many passports for the Kurds who were living
outside of Iraq and according to the Syrian Ministry of Internal
Affairs, the KRG has issued over 270,000 passports for the Syrian
Kurds.

The demographic structure of Kirkuk after 2003 had changed
seriously and distorted as Kurds, backed by armed Peshmerga forces,
migrated into the city in large groups claiming to be original residents
but in reality, the majority of the returning Kurds were not originally
from Kirkuk, but they have been brought to Kirkuk with the help of
the two Kurdish parties in order to change the demography of the city
and to win the referendum that was planned by the KRG, whereas the
Kurds claims these returnees were forcibly expelled from their homes
by the government of Saddam Hussein during the 1980s and 1990s.
The KRG leader Mr. Barzani in one of his interviews declared that
250,000 Turkmen and Kurds were expelled from Kirkuk, however
according to the ration cards that were issued by the Saddam Hussein
government until 30/3/2003 11,568 people this clearly shows
inconsistency in the Kurdish statement.

Additionally, an article was published in the Kurdish al_Ta akhi
newspaper reporting prior to the fall of the Saddam Hussein
government, the number of people that were expelled from Kirkuk by
Saddam Hussein exceeded 60,000 whereas the statistical data were
taken from the Ministry of Commerce, showing the number of people
who were transferred in/out of Kirkuk according to ration cards.
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1. The number of people registered in Kirkuk according to the
ration cards up to 19/3/2003 was 834,973 persons.

2. The last ration card number that was transferred before 20/3/2003
outside of Kirkuk is 136512 and was issued under the name of
Mr. Delir Hassan Ibrahim.

3. The last ration card number that was transferred to Kirkuk before
20/3/2007 is 179898 and was issued to Mr. Azad Kadir Jaber.

4. The number of ration cards transferred to Kirkuk up to 30/9/2004
was 43,386.

5. The number of people transferred to Kirkuk according to the
ration cards is 347,818 persons, all of whom originate from
Suleimaniyah, Erbil, and Duhok towns.

6. The actual number of deportees from all ethnic groups in Kirkuk
according to the ration cards until 30/3/2003 was 11,568 people.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein's government, the Kurdish militia
ransacked the municipality building in Kirkuk, and the land deeds for
the Turkmens were deliberately taken from the Registry Office making
it difficult for the Turkmens to set up themselves as original
inhabitants of the province.

Moreover, the Kurdish parties had brought substantial numbers of
Kurds to the city of Kirkuk. The new Kurdish settlers were paid $4000
(5 million dinars) to each repatriated Kurdish family. The Kurdish
families were promised a piece of land to build a small house. This
incentive made tens of thousands™ of Kurds resettle in Kirkuk and
form villages with the help of both Kurdish parties. The Kurdish
parties aimed to motivate more Kurds to vote for a Kurdish
independent referendum under Article 140.

Article 140, dealt with especially important and sensitive issues, not
only for the Turkmens of Iraq but also for all Iragis. Furthermore,
Article 140 deals with the normalization process of the situation in the
Kirkuk governate, a process which consists of three major steps, each
one with is time limit:-

e The return to Kirkuk of all its forcefully displayed inhabitants by
the Ba’ath Regime during the Arabisation processes of the
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province by the regime and the recuperation of their confiscated
lands and properties shall be completed before 31 March 2007.

e A new population census for the original population of the
province is to be held before 31 August 2007.

o A referendum for the future of Kirkuk to be attached to the Kurdish
Autonomous Region or not, to be voted before 31 December 2007.

One of the anomalies of Article 140 of the New Permanent Iraqi
Constitution, it imposed a fixed time limit for its implementation,
saying that it must be completed before 31 December 2007. The fate
of Kirkuk has been one of the thorniest issues of Iraq’s constitutional
process. Under Article 140 of the document that was ratified by Iraqis
on 15th Oct.2005, a referendum on the status of Kirkuk was
implemented in the province no later than Dec. 31, 2007.

This will happen only after the Iragi government takes measures to
repatriate former Arab residents and resettle Turkmen and Kurds or
compensate them and conduct the normalization and census.

Acrticle 140 expired on the 31st of Dec. 2007, and according to the
Iragi constitution. Article 140 should not be changed or extended
since it was imposed a fixed time limit for its implementation, saying
that Article 140 must be implemented before 31st December 2007.
Therefore, at the end of the 31st of December 2007, article 140
automatically expired and lost its constitutional validity since the
article was not fully implemented before the end of 2007.

In addition, the Iragi constitution clearly says that any extension or
amendment to the article needs the approval of 2/3 of the Iraqi
parliament’s members and the approval of the public in the form of a
referendum.

Unfortunately, the UN representative in Erbil Mr. Staffan de Mistura
recommended extending the expiry date of article 140 for a further six
months, this happened. Mr. Staffan de Mistura’s suggestion amongst
the Turkmens was considered unwise and biased since he did not pay
any attention to the Iragi constitutional, but Prime Minister of Iraq
Mr. Nuri al-Maliki did not support the initiative because he said that
any extension of the work to rule 140 after the time limit was
unconstitutional.

179



In addition, article 140 is an Iragi internal matter, and the UN
representative was not entitled and had no full authority and
constitutional right to change, extend, and even change any article
within the Iraqgi constitution.

Irag is a sovereign country, and it was not under the UN mandate
therefore a UN employee working in Iragq had no authority to suggest,
recommend, and an extension for any article within Iraqg.

In the middle of July 2008, Iraq's parliament reached an agreement on
the Provincial Council Election Law, particularly about Paragraph 24
of the law, which deals with the election mechanism in the Kirkuk
Governorate.

The postponement of the elections and adaptation of the division of
Kirkuk to three constituencies that includes the distribution of power
that includes the proportion of 32% for Arabs, Kurds, and Turkmens
and 4% for Assyrians.

The Turkmen, Arabs, and Assyrians proposed equal distribution of
provincial council seats in the Kirkuk region which is outside the
Kurdish territory.

On 22" July 2008, a decision was made by 127 lIraqi members of
parliament. They voted in favour of the Provincial Council Election
Law, particularly regarding Paragraph 24 of the law, which deals with
the election mechanism in the Kirkuk Governorate.

The distribution of power includes the proportion of 32% for Arabs,
Kurds, and Turkmens and 4% for Assyrians the central government
military forces would station in the town rather than the Kurdish
forces, and the central government military forces would control the
security of the city of Kirkuk.

Also, the military militias that are linked to the Kurdish political
parties must leave the city of Kirkuk to reduce the tension amongst the
ethnic groups that are living in Kirkuk.

The number of deputies who attended the meeting at the Iraqi
Parliament was 140, and 127 out of 140 deputies that attended the
meeting approved the bill, and the Iragi parliament still passed the law
and both President Jalal Talabani and his deputy, Adel Abdul Mahdi,
vetoed on this bill.

Nevertheless, the Kurdish Brotherhood List at the Kirkuk Governorate
Council held a meeting on 31 July 2008. The twenty-four members of
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the 41-member Kirkuk Governorate Council presented a request to the
Kurdistan Region Government and the Iragi parliament to make the
governorate of Kirkuk part of the Kurdistan Region while the
Turkmens and Arabs regarded this extraordinary session as illegal.

In addition, because of the chaos in Kirkuk and Kurdish police power
abuse, the Turkmen leadership in Kirkuk had requested to replace the
Kurdish police in Kirkuk with central governmental police.

Although, the Kurds are considered a minority in the city of Musul in
comparison to the Sunni Arabs and the generous size of the Turkmen
population in the province of Musul.

However, after the fall of the Saddam Hussein government, both the
Turkmens and Sunni Arabs boycotted the election that was conducted
in 2005 in protest of the US occupation of Irag.

Therefore, the Kurdish parties utilized the absence of the Turkmens
and Sunni Arabs. As a result of this, the Musul governor was
controlled by a minority of Kurds who belonged to the KDP party,
and while the Kurds were in power they began changing the
demography of the city and took more land that did not belong to
them. Carrying out an ethnic cleansing policy by forcing a large
number of villages, districts, and Turkmen in the populated area of
Telafer to evacuate their lands.

However, in the provincial election in 2009, the Sunni Arabs and
Turkmens decided to take part in the election as a consequence the
Sunni Arabs and the overall whelming majority of seats were won by
the Sunni Arabs. In response to the Sunni Arabs, victory the Kurdish
politicians and parties have rejected the Sunni Arabs' won and have
refused to take part in the collation government that was set up by the
Arabs.

In the view of many Iragi and international observers, the Kurds had a
dream to set up to prove a state of Kurdistan and Sunni Arabs won a
setback to the Kurdish dream.

In the view of many Iraqgis, the Kurds should realise, accept the reality
that the province of Musul is not a part of Kurdistan, and accept the
provincial election result as a democratic election. The Kurds should
accept the result of a fair election and democracy.

Many lIraqis believe that greater Kurdistan cannot be achieved without
controlling more strategic areas such as Kirkuk and Mosul, which the
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Kurds do lay claim to, Kirkuk and Mosul are disputed territories. At
present, the Kurds cannot realize their dream, due to the weakness of
the economic resources, lack of geographical interconnectedness, lack
access of to the seaport, and opposition of the neighbouring countries.

Document (1)
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Kurdish Regional Government
Ministry of Health
The General Directory for Health Issues

Issue: 1224

Date: 12/4/2003
Ministerial order

We decided to appoint Dr. Sabah Amin Ahmed Aldawedi as the
director general for Health for Kirkuk province and this shall be
implemented from the date been issued.

Dr. Mohammed Kadir Khoshnaw
Ministry of Health

Document (1)
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Republic of |Irag

Issue: 28413

Date: 07/12/2003

The general directory for education in Kirkuk
The general directorate office

To the Ministry of Education/ Ministry office
Subject: Transfer supervisors

Transfer people from the north of Irag to Kirkuk to change the
demography of Kirkuk, increase the Kurdish population, and transfer
unskilled Kurdish people to Kirkuk. The entire transferring policy by
the Kurds from North of Irag was a clear discrimination policy against
the Turkmen and Arabs, although thousands of unemployed graduates
and highly qualified Turkmens were seeking jobs in Kirkuk
unfortunately this was deliberately designed by the Kurdish
administration in Kirkuk to force the Arabs and Turkmens out of the
town.

It was ironic to see that the Kurdish Regional Government did not
transfer Kurdish doctors, engineers, pharmacists, and teachers to
Kirkuk so that the people of Kirkuk from benefit from their skills and
expertise.

Document (2)
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Kurdish Regional Government

Ministry of Health
Erbil Health Office
Transfer Department
Date: 27/2/2007

Subject: Administrative resolution 2/1/3

Per the ministry decision issued from the Ministry of Health of
Kurdish Regional Government numbered 320 on 07/02/2005 per
released document from Ministry of Health in Baghdad numbered
11387 on 23/12/2004, decided the following:

NAME JOB DESCRIPTION DEPARTMENT
1 Bayan Hamid Rasheed Accounting Planning Dep
2 \Werya Mohammed Dervish Driver Planning Dep
3 Z00 Rustim Aziz Accounting Planning Dep
4 Mohammed Kadir Hammed Amin Clerk Planning Dep
5 Abdullah Sabir Khorshid electrician Planning Dep
6 Mariwan Abdullah Mustafa Store Planning Dep
7 Elham Saed Amin Technician Planning Dep
8 Salahadin Najmadin Mohammed clerk Planning Dep
9 Setib Afendi Karim Electrician Planning Dep
10 [ Answer Mustafa Kadir Car Mechanics Planning Dep
11 | Adnan Mohammed Karim Accounted Planning Dep
12 [ Loea Sabah Sidik Clerk Planning Dep
13 [ Sadullah Khther Mavlod Clerk Planning Dep
14 [ Serdar Amin Omer Electrician Planning Dep
15 [ Tahir Majeed Jawehir Driver Planning Dep
16 [ Amel Salem Ubid Accountant Planning Dep
17 | Suaad Hamid Rasheed Clerk Planning Dep
18 [ Hazim Aziz Ali Clerk Planning Dep
19 | Rayzam Azedin Mustafa Clerk Planning Dep
20 [ Mohammed Najmadin Fatah Electrician Planning Dep
21 | Nawal Salem Ubid Clerk Planning Dep
22 | Ali Hayder Mohammed Computer Opr. Planning Dep
23 | Delsha Mohammed Rasul Amin Computer Tech. Planning Dep

Document (3)
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Kurdish Regional Government
Number: 1797
Date: 02/05/2005

Administration: Decision
According to the ministry council, internal ministry, Sulaymaniyah Province,
the special office document number 4944 dated 19/04/2005 which was sent to
the ministry of internal affair in Baghdad contains the transfer of the listed
names of the following police officers that began from number 1  colonel
Shiwan Karim Hassan and ended with number 15 Lieutenant Sabah Kaka
Jowamir Dervish from the Ministry of Internal Affair of Kurdish Regional
Government to Kirkuk provinces police forces on the 30/04/2005:

1. Shiwan Karim Hassan

2. Najat Hassan Abdulrahman Ahmed

3. Abdulkadir Fahradin Sulyman

4. Abdulbasit Hamma Salih Sulyman

5. Nazar Akram Merdan

6. Akram Omer Rahim Kadir

7. Jalil Abubakir Mohammed Ismail

8. Mazin GhribAbdulrahman

9. Nowzad Refat Tawfek

10. Nasir Khalid Karim

11. Abdulah Ibrahim Nuema Hawas

12. Ahmed Ali Othman Sherif

13. Delir Aziz Rasheed Aziz

14. Saman Ismail Karim Hassan

15. Sabah Kaka Jawameer dervish

Police Brigadier
Sherku Shakir Karim
March 2005
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A list of the police positions in the city of Kirkuk from the Kurdish ethnicity.

Rank Name Position Ethnicity [ comments

1 | Brigadier Khattab Omer Arif Weli Directorate of Kirkuk Kurdish
police
2 | Brigadier Meqdad Ahmed Kadir Directorate of Kirkuk Kurdish
police

3 | Brigadier Foud Mohammed Reza Shewani Kurdish
4 | Brigadier Sherzad Arif Ahmed Kurdish
5 | Brigadier Sherzad Ahmed Mohammed Kurdish
6 | Brigadier Fahmi Foud Ahmed Kurdish
7 | Brigadier Kaka Bra Ramadan Kurdish
8 | Brigadier Sehad Kadir Mohammed Amin Kurdish
9 | Brigadier Kawa Gharib Abdulrahman Kurdish
10[ Brigadier Tahsin Ali dervish Mohammed Kurdish
11| Brigadier Karim Jamwamir Salihi Kurdish
12[ colonel Samir Tahi Rashid Salihi Kurdish
13| colonel Delir Hassan Mahmood Aziz Kurdish
14{ colonel Gharib Anwer Arif Kurdish
15 colonel Farooq Abdulkarim Sattar Kurdish
16{ colonel Hussein Mohamed Ferag Majid Kurdish
17{ colonel Tahsin Sidik Mohammed Mohidin Kurdish
18{ colonel Ghazi Ali Rashid Kurdish
19{ colonel Nowzad Sater Sherif Zenkana Kurdish
54] Lieutenant Serdar Mohammed Faraj Kurdish
55| Lieutenant Saman Riza Sufi Kurdish
56| Lieutenant Adnan Salih Rasheed Kurdish
57| Lieutenant Surod Abdullah Mohammed Kurdish
58| Captain Athir Ghazi Samuel Kurdish
59| Captain Neshet Shwez Khorshid Ali Kurdish
60| Captain Jalel Kamil Hussein Solyman Kurdish
61| Captain Ibrahim Othman Ibrahim Kurdish
62| Commander Abdulbagi Kaki Kurdish
63] Commander Nazer Akram Merdan Murad Kurdish
64| Commander Qawan Abdul Mohamed Aziz Kurdish
65| Commander Ayad Foud Alyas Butris Kurdish
66] Commander Issa Hassan Mohammed Mahmud Kurdish

Commander Musa Hassan Mohammed Barzanchi Kurdish

Document (5)
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2. CHAPTER TWO

2.0 THE OCCUPATION OF THE CITY OF MOSUL
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Figure (109) controlled area by the ISIL in 1916

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003, Iraq
became a sectarian and ethnically divided country. The Shi’a became
targeted by the Arab Sunnis for their collaboration with American
forces. The members of the remnant of Saddam Hussein's army and
ISIL terrorists targeted the Shi’a. As a result of the sectarian war, the
Turkmen Shi’a were subjected to a continuous brutal attack from the
Sunni Arabs and Kurds.

The Turkmen Shi’a were systematically targeted by ISIS terrorists in
diverse ways, although the attack was on Shi’a Turkmens; however,
Sunni Turkmens also had their share as people mixed, living next to
each other, and married to each other.

On June 10, 2014, the city of Mosul was stormed and occupied by
ISIL and the ISIL militants established full control over Mosul within
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days the Iraqi security forces who were in control of the city escaped
from their positions as the ISIL took over the Mosul.

The troop shortages in the city of Mosul and fighting among top
officers caused disorder among the Iraqi political leaders fueled panic
that led to the city's abandonment.

Before the occupation of Mosul by ISIL, the Kurdish intelligence and
security forces were warned by a reliable source in early 2014 that
Mosul was going to be attacked by ISIL and ex-Baathists, but the
Kurdish regional government forces did not do anything about the
warning. After the occupation of Mosul, the Iragi Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki and his defense minister turned down repeated offers
of help from the Peshmerga although half a million people escaped on
foot or by car in the next 2 days from the ISIL attack.

During the occupation of Mosul, the ISIL militant managed to acquire
three divisions' worth of up-to-date American arms and munitions,
including M1129 Stryker 120-mm mortars and at least seven hundred
armored Humvee vehicles from the fleeing Iragi army.

Many residents in the city of Mosul initially welcomed ISIL and the
view of the many lIraqgi politicians and intellectuals, the city of Mosul
fell because the people living there were fed up with the sectarianism
of the Shi’a-dominated Iragi government.

The capture of the city of Mosul by ISIL militants brought
overwhelming shame to the Iragi armed forces. The Iragi armed forces
did not put any resistance towards the ISIL, although they had trained
and were heavily equipped with the latest military equipment sourced
by the Americans.

Following the defeats of the Iragi army to the ISIL, the Iragi soldiers
escaped by removing their military uniforms and using civilian clothes
to ensure they were not detected by the ISIL militants. Everyone in
Iraq was surprised when the city of Mosul had fallen to the hands of
ISIL within hours, and the Iragi armed forces putting any resistance.
There were questions on the minds of the people in Irag. How did
ISIL militants manage to defeat well-trained and equipped Iraqgi forces
by the Americans? How the Americans with their high-tech
equipment, satellite, and intelligence were not able to detect the
movement of ISIL militants from Syria to Irag? Why did the
Americans not take immediate action against ISIL?
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The fall of the city of Mosul was a disaster for the Iragi government
and a huge setback. However, the Iragi Parliament Speaker Osama al-
Nujaifi described the capture of the key city of Mosul by ISIL
militants as a foreign occupation, and this was a foreign occupation by
terrorist groups coming from around the world to kill innocent people
and undermine the state.

The ISIL seized Mosul without almost any resistance from both the
Kurdish militia and the government armed forces and this was not
surprising to anyone familiar with the region and post-2003 Irag.

The governor of Mosul Al-Nujaifi, who made a statement from Erbil,
where he had fled, asserted that there was no more fighting spirit left
in the Iragi army, which was an admission that there is no longer an
Iragi state.

The governor of Mosul Al-Nujaifi blamed Iraqi security forces for the
loss of Mosul to the ISIL. The governor of Nineveh had provided
security officials with information about the militants' plan to seize the
province, but the security forces still failed to stop the terrorists.

The governor of Mosul Al-Nujaifi asserted that security officials
neglected intelligence about concentrations of terrorist groups.

As the battle raged with ISIL, security forces dropped their weapons
and abandoned arms depots, prisons, and airports, all of which fell
into the militants' hands. In the meantime, the Iraqgi parliament speaker
went on to demand that negligent security and military officials be
guestioned, urging the deployment of forces capable of stopping and
defeating the terrorist advance.

After the seizure of Telafer, Sinjar, and Mosul by the ISIS terrorists.
The Kurdish media began a full offensive against ISIL and the Kurds
started showing their suffering, they began with huge media
propaganda showing the danger of ISIL.

The Kurdish media clearly stated the Kurds were able to fight the
ISIL radical terrorist militia if they were armed and equipped with
more advanced and sophisticated military equipment. The Kurdish
militia was fitted with the latest military equipment that was provided
by the US armed forces. Still, the biggest problem was the Kurdish
unwillingness to fight the ISIS terrorists.

The occupation of the cities of Mosul, Telfer, and Sinjar by the
ISIL militants led to the deportation, kidnapping, and execution of
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thousands of innocent Turkmen citizens especially the Turkmen who
settled in the district of Telafer and surrounding Turkmen villages.

The Turkmen were kidnapped and killed only for ethnic identity and
for being a Turkmen Shi’a.

After the occupation of the city of Mosul, the Kurds continuously
invited foreign journalists and the press showing them the Kurdish
Peshmerga could fight ISIL but they lacked military equipment, and
their pretext was that they had no heavy equipment. But in reality,
after the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003; most of the
Iragi military Battalion was stationed in northern Iraq especially in
Kirkuk and Mosul confiscated by the Kurdish militia, the Kurdish
militia took the opportunity to loot the entire Iragi military hardware,
especially after the heavy allied air force bombardments.

After the plight of the Kurdish militia in Western countries due to the
dangers of the ISIL in Iraq, the allied forces United States, France,
United States, Jordan, Netherlands, and Canada immediately
commenced supporting the Kurds by bombarding the ISIL positions
especially when ISIL started threatening the city of Erbil and adjacent
district and villages around it.

In the view of many Western countries, the fall of the city of Erbil
under the hand of ISIL will be considered a disaster for the US and
Great Britain. It was the end of the plan for the division of Irag and the
creation of a Kurdish state which was suggested by John Biden.

On the other front near Erbil, the ISIL forces ran over the Kurdish
Peshmerga, and the Peshmerga forces escaped, without putting up a
fight against the ISIL as a result of the forcing the ISIL the city of
Erbil was in jeopardy.

As a consequence, the Allied forces began bombarding the ISIL forces
near Erbil and the surrounding area forcing them to withdraw, and
without the Allied bombarding the city of Erbil, it would have fallen
into the hands of the ISIL. The Allied forces' heavy bombardment
forced the ISIL forces to withdraw from the area near the city of Erbil.
During the initial fighting between the ISIL and Kurdish forces around
the villages near the city of Erbil, initially, the Kurdish forces did not
put up any fight against ISIL, and they were run over by the ISIL
forces, but allied forces bombardment and with the support of the

195



PKK terrorist forced the ISIL to withdraw, and the city of Erbil was
secured from the hand of ISIL.
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2.1 THE OCCUPATION OF TELAFER

Amongst the towns highly influenced by the state of conflict during
and after the United States invasion in Irag, the district of Telafer,
which is part of Mosul province and populated by Turkmens.

The district of Telafer fell to ISIL following an expected operation
after ISIL created the zones of control in Mosul, Salah ad Din, Diyala,
Anbar, and some parts of Kirkuk. The district of Telafer experienced
one of the biggest disasters again after the US attacks in 2004-2005.
While ISIL was taking control in and around Telafer, the citizens
massively fled from the town and the lragi army conducted air
operations on Telafer. [34]

The district of Telafer collapsed due to both the ISIL terror and the air
operations of the Iragi army which was targeting the insurgents in the
district. However, the central town of Telafer, which had a population
of approximately 510,000 people, and the districts of Rabia, Zummar,
and lyaziye and there where 230,000 people were living, were fully
composed of Turkmens. Both the center of lyaziye and the
surrounding villages of Zummar and Rabia were heavily populated by
the Turkmens. While the Turkmens compose 70 % of Telafer, the
Arabs, Kurds, Yazidis and Gergeris live out of the town center, as
well. The ISIL targeted the town center of Telafer and the operation of
ISIL targeted only the Turkmens.

Before the operation of ISIL in Mosul and Telafer, the district had
witnessed violence many times. The ethnic and religious division in
Irag had negatively reflected on Telafer and many conflicts had taken
place in the town. Especially Al Qaida-inspired organisations had
seized the town to create a transit point. In response, the multinational
forces led by the US and the Peshmerga troops started an operation
known as Black Typhoon on 9 September 2004 to restore security in
the town and establish control of the government formed by the US in
Irag. Thereupon, in September 2005, the United States, alongside the
Iragi security forces, conducted a massive new operation called

34 http://www.orsam.org.tr/en/showArticle.aspx?1D=2652. The fall of Telafer and the
Situation of Turkmens, Bilgay Duman, ORSAM Middle East Researchers.
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Restoring Rights. It is said that nearly 70 % of the citizens left Telafer
during these operations. The conflict dynamic took root in Telafer
after the operations increased.

After the al Al_Askari Mosque in the city of Samarra was supposed to
be bombed by the ISIL in February 2006, sectarian tensions arose in
Telafer, too. The state of conflict intensively continued until 2009 and
many families who had left the town between 2004 and 2009 were not
able to return to Telafer.

Along with the decrease of the sectarian conflict in Iraq after 2009 and
the agreement between the tribes in Telafer, the efforts of Tirkiye to
consolidate the tribes produced some positive results and the acts of
violence in Telafer decreased. However, the sectarian tension showed
continuity and accordingly, the town center in Telafer took a bi-zonal
form.

Yet, Telafer remained under pressure because of its strategic position;
the biggest part of this pressure was due to the struggle between the
Iraqi central government and the Iragi Kurdistan Regional
Government with the effect of the ethnic and sectarian division. In
addition, the repercussions of the incidents in Syria have kept the
tension in Telafer at an important level even if there has been no
concrete violence and conflict, and although, all other ethnic and
religious groups in Irag had been affected by the developments in
Telafer.

As the Kurds have created pressure on Telafer, which is considered a
buffer zone preventing the unification of the KRG borders and the
region of Sinjar that the KRG dominates; the town became a part of
administrative, political, and energy discussions between the central
government and the KRG.

Besides, Telafer became the focus of the Iragi central government's
pressures on the Sunnis particularly in Mosul which had made the
people in the town a part of this polarization. However, the approval
of Telafer as a province by the Iragi Council of Ministers in January
2014 became the most significant example of this situation. The Sunni
Turkmens in Telafer who had previously demanded the town to
become a province opposed the approval, as they refrained from the
government's pressure which had influenced Mosul as well, while the
Shi’a Turkmens who had previously opposed the idea of Telafer’s
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becoming a province persistently defended the approval as they were
encouraged by the Iragi central government.

After the incidents in Syria, Telafer acquired importance again and
some arguments were asserted claiming that the armed people who
went to Syria to fight were using the passageway of Telafer. Again,
Telafer received attention with the pressure of ISIL, which blockaded
the town to expand its area of control and enable border crossing
between Syria and Iraq after the seizure of Mosul.

After the army withdrew from Telafer in addition to the other cities
captured by ISIL, the local police composed of the townspeople and
the public attempted to restore security on their own. After the help of
the Peshmerga for the restoration of security in Telafer, the prominent
tribes and authorities in Telafer and the KRG held meetings.

Although the Peshmerga accepted to restore security with a demand
from the public to hand in their weapons to them and a precondition to
enter the town center, the Telafer side who refrained from allowing the
Peshmerga to enter the town center refused to hand in their weapons
to them and the sides could not agree.

Also, the Turkmens of Telafer had difficulties entering the KRG,
because the KRG demanded controlled passage. Moreover, neither
Sinjar nor Rabia had the capacity to host the population escaping from
Telafer.

The Turkmen's escape from Mosul and Telafer caused a tremendous
human tragedy and extremely important levels of temperature ratings
because the summer conditions also negatively affected the Turkmen
displaced people. There were some difficulties in sustaining the basic
needs of these displaced Turkmen such as water, food, medicine, and
shelter. The Turkmen people from Telafer took refuge in the mosques
and school buildings. However, these are temporary precautions and
permanent solutions that need to be generated and the ISIL occupation
of Mosul and Telafer and the surrounding region caused the
displacement of 350.000 Turkmens in Irag.

199



]

Figure (110) Telafer béople are carrying arms to defend their land and people from the
ISIL terrorist group in northern Irag.

Figure (111) Turkmens fleeing from Telafer and villages after being attacked by ISIL
(in June 2014).
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Figure (112) photo above: Turkmens fleeing from Telafer and villages after being
attacked by ISIL (in June 2014)

Figure (113) Turkmen trying to protect themselves from the scorching heat.

201



Figure (114) Turkmens were taken to transit camps by trucks to BAHARKA Transit
Camp which is an old warehouse located 10km north of Erbil. After waiting for
several days in the scorching heat, with hardly any water and food, 5.000 Internally
Displaced Turkmens arriving from Telafer which is a Turkmen city in the northwest of
Iraq were finally allowed to enter Erbil.

b Y

Figure (115) Turkmen refugees escaping\ISIL whereabouts of many Turkmen IDPs
are still unknown.
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Figure (116) Water being delivered by the Turkmen community of Erbil to the
Turkmen children (of Telafer) at Camp Baharka near Erbil — Apart from two Turkish
Aid Agencies and the Iragi Turkmen Front, no one is providing humanitarian help to
the poor IDPs

Figure (119) Turkmens were taken to BAHARKA transit camps by trucks.
BAHARKA Transit Camp is an old warehouse that is located 10km north of Erbil.
After waiting for several days in the scorching heat, with hardly any water and food,
5.000 Internally Displaced Turkmens who arrived from Telafer which is a Turkmen
city in the northwest of Iraq were finally allowed to enter Erbil.
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Figure (120) Displaced Turkmen _by ISIL arrived from Telafer which is a Turkmen

city in the northwest of Iraq sitting in the scorching heat, with hardly any water and
food in Erbil.

During the occupation of Telafer, the Turkmen were displaced in
various parts of Iraq, such as Kerkuk, Najaf, and other towns in
southern Irag. However, the displaced Turkmen in Iraq were not able
to return to their cities and villages which were occupied and
controlled by ISIL and or by their Sunni Arab allies, or by the Kurdish
Peshmerga. The Turkmen who were transferred to the south of Iraq
were Arabized while those who remain in the north of Irag will be
Kurdified.

The Kurdish militia took advantage of the chaos in northern Irag and
the weakness of the Iragi central government, by advancing their
forces beyond the Kurdish autonomous region. The Kurdish militia
did not try to resist when ISIL attacked Mosul.

The Kurdish Regional Government decided to send their militants,
known as Peshmerga to occupy the oil field in Kirkuk fighting the
advanced ISIL troops in northern Irag.

In the absence of the Iragi central troops in Kirkuk and the
surrounding region, the Kurdish militia managed to control all
Turkmen cities and towns in the four provinces in the north of Iraq,
Mosul, Kirkuk, Salahuddin, and Diyala.
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In the meantime, the overwhelming majority of Sunni Arab tribes in
the north of Iraq, Salahaddin, and Anbar region supported ISIL
militants. The Turkmen internally displaced people had lost
everything; their houses were looted after they were forced to flee to
save their lives. They are now homeless and landless.

The atrocities committed by the Islamic State of Irag and Sham did
not end there, the Turkmen historical and religious shrine places were
destroyed and bulldozed by the radical ISIL forces.

AR

Figure (121) photo showing the Telafer citadel partially destroyed by the terrorist ISIL
militants in Telafer, Irag.
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The Turkmen mosques, heritage places, and religious places were
destroyed and blown up by the radical ISIL.

Figure (123) The radical ISIL militants destroying the
Tomb" in Mosul.

2%

rﬁohurﬁent called "The Girl's

206



Figure (124) ISIL using bulldozer destroying Ahmed al-Rifai shrine and tomb in
Mabhlabiya district outside of Telafer,

e i ; ) PR Y

Figure (125) ISIL militants using a bulldozer to destroy Ahmed al-Rifai shrine and
tomb in Mahlabiya district outside of Telafer.

207



Figure (126) ISIL blowing up the Turkmen Shi’a's Saad bin Ageel Husseiniya shrine
in Ifer, Iraq

Figure (127) ISIL blew up the Turkmen Shi’a's Saad bin Ageel Husseiniya shrine in
Telafer,
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Figure (128) ISIL blowmg up theTurkmen Shz
Telafer.
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Flgure (129) ISIL blew up the Turkmen Shz a's AI -Qubba Husselnlya mosque in
Telafer
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22 THE REACTION OF THE KURDISH REGIONAL
GOVERNMENT “KRG” TO THE OCCUPATION OF
MOSUL BY ISIL

In the meantime, the Iragi parliamentarian urged Masoud Barzani,
president of the KRG in northern Irag, to deploy his Peshmerga
“Kurdish forces” to fight the militants alongside government troops
but  Masoud Barzani  rejected the Iragi  parliamentarian.
Masoud Barzani instead of deploying his Kurdish forces to fight the
militants alongside government troops sent the Kurdish forces to
Kirkuk to occupy the Kirkuk oil field after the withdrawal of an Iraqi
army from Kirkuk.

In addition, the Mosul governor al-Nujaifi stated "We have also called
for the intervention of the international community to help repel this
attack, which targets not only Irag but the entire region," he added. Al-
Nujaifi said he had contacted the US ambassador in Iraq to request US
support in line with a previous security pact between the two
countries.

2.3 OCCUPATION OF THE OIL FIELDS AND REFINERIES
IN KIRKUK

During the attack of the ISIL on the districts of Sinjar, Telafer, and the
city of Mosul in northern Irag. Kurdish parties instead of sending their
well-trained and equipped troops by the US to fight against the ISIL
but instead of that the Kurds sent their militia to occupy the oil fields
and refineries in the city of Kirkuk leaving thousands of innocent
civilians of Yazidis, Christians, and Turkmen were kept under the
mercy of the Islamic State of Iragq and the Levant militia.

The objective of sending the Kurdish militia to Kirkuk was to control
the hub of oil of the city of Kirkuk for several reasons; to put more
pressure on the central government in Baghdad and to fulfill their
dream and aspiration by annexing the city of Kirkuk into KRG and to
have Kirkuk as a live source for the inspired Kurdish state in northern
of Iraq.
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Although the Kurdish militia initially promised the Yazidis in the
district of Sinjar would be protected by Peshmerga from the ISIL, as
usual, the Kurdish Peshmerga broke their promise and withdrew from
Sinjar without putting any fight against the ISIL as the result of
thousands of Yezidis, Turkmen, and Christian were killed and
thousands of Turkmen women were taken by the ISIL as booty, and
they were sold as slaves.

The Kurdish forces known as the Peshmerga plan was not to fight
against the ISIL so the world would see the ISIL as the aggressor and
the Kurds as a scapegoat so that they would be able to acquire arms,
logistical support, and the possibility of the land invasion by the west.
The sudden withdrawals of Kurdish Peshmerga from Sinjar and
Telafer resulted in the occupation of the district of Sinjar, Telafer city
of Mosul.

During the occupation of the districts of Telafer and Sinjar, thousands
of Turkmens were Killed by the ISIL and over 100,000 Turkmen were
forced out of their homes by ISIL most of the Turkmen went to Erbil,
Kirkuk, and the holy cities of Najaf and Karbala.

During the occupation of the city of Mosul and there was a power
vacuum in the city of Kirkuk, the Kurdish forces took an opportunity
and controlled the northern oil city of Kirkuk after government troops
abandoned their posts in the face of a triumphant Sunni Islamist rebel
march towards Baghdad that threatens Iraqg's future as a unified state.
In the meantime, the stunning advance of ISIL, which aims to build a
Caliphate ruled on medieval Sunni Islamic principles across Syria and
Irag, was the biggest threat to Iraq since US troops withdrew in 2011.
Hundreds of thousands of people have fled their homes in fear as the
militants seized the main cities of the Tigris Valley north of Baghdad
in a matter of days.

The security forces of Irag's autonomous Kurdish north, known as the
Peshmerga, took over bases in Kirkuk vacated by the army. The whole
of Kirkuk fell into the hands of the Peshmerga. The Kurds have long
dreamed of taking Kirkuk and its huge oil reserves. They regard the
city, just outside their autonomous region, as their historical capital
and Peshmerga units were already present in an uneasy balance with
government forces. The swift move by their highly organised security
forces to seize full control proves how this week's sudden advance by
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ISIL has redrawn Irag's map - and potentially that of the entire Middle
East.

The army of the Shi'ite Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki's government in
Baghdad had evaporated in the face of the onslaught, abandoning
bases, and US-supplied weapons. The administration of US President
Barack Obama came under fire for not doing enough to shore up the
government in Baghdad before pulling out its troops.

In the west of Iraq, the ISIL fighters overran the town of Baiji, the site
of the main oil refinery that meets Irag's domestic demand for fuel. In
the meantime, in Tikrit, video footage showed dozens of members of a
police Special Forces battalion held prisoner, paraded before a crowd
by fighters who overran their base, and the militants set up military
councils to run the towns they captured.

Security was stepped up in Baghdad to prevent the Sunni militants
from reaching the capital, which is itself divided into Sunni and Shi'ite
neighbourhoods, and saw ferocious Sectarian Street fighting in 2006-
2007 under US occupation.

But the insurgents did not enter Samarra, the next big city in their path
on the Tigris north of Baghdad. The situation inside Samarra was calm
and you could not see any presence of the militants and life was
normal there.

24 KRG’S CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND THE
BETRAYAL OF THE YAZIDI

After the events of August 03, 2014, and the sudden withdrawal of
Kurdish militia forces “ Peshmerga” from Sinjar without any fighting
and delivery of Sinjar with its Yezidi people on a golden plate to ISIL.
In the view of many lIragi intellectuals and politicians, the fall of
Sinjar at the hands of the ISIL was treason from the Kurdish side.
During the occupation of the Sinjar by the ISIL a wide range of
atrocities were conducted by the ISIL against the Yezidis, such as
kidnapping and raping of women and children. This was reported after
the survival of some of the Yezidis from ISIL, they reported, that they
were suffering the most severe enduring in Kurdistan that even the
PDK circumvented the Yezidis from the rights of demonstration and
talking to keep their KRG crimes that did against us. Also, they stated
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that “all we are doing is trying protest peacefully, but the Asayish
Forces, Kurdish security forces trying to create problems in our
peaceful protest here in Northern Irag and then they change it to
fighting against us and always trying to prevent us from going
forward.

Also, the Yezidis were facing a bad security situation in all IDP camps
in Northern Iraq, they were asking for international protection before
it was too late. Also, some Yezidis stated that the KRG Asayish forces
had beaten and tortured hundreds of displaced Yezidis including
women, and detained hundreds of those innocent displaced Yezidis,
and they do not know what their future would be under the mercy of
KRG’s organisation of Asayish.

In addition, the KRG prevents any media sources from reaching out to
Yezidis to get the right information; when someone takes the truth
about our situation then the Asayish take them to prison and even
when the foreign TV channels come here to IDP camps, the KRG puts
interpreters from their intelligence to do interviews with people who
are belonging to PDK and even if they do it with other people try to
keep their crimes hidden by interpreting in wrong way. The most
striking thing was that the entire Sinjar region was cleansed in less
than one day by Islamic State terrorists and the overwhelming
majority of the Yezidis were openly stating that; we could not “Trust
Kurds” anymore, the KRG betrayed us in many ways, enough is
enough!

The Iragi Kurds, under Masoud Barzani, were complicit in the mid-
2014 Islamic State takeover of Mosul and the Sinjar region that was
inhabited by Kurdish-speaking Yezidis. The KRG saw the occupation
of Mosul and Sinjar by ISIL as an opportunity to take over more oil
and declare their independence from Baghdad.

However, after the Islamic State marched towards the Kurdish
"capital" Erbil, where US and Israeli intelligence as well as Western
oil companies have their regional headquarters, the Kurds started to
oppose the Islamic State, then tried to fight against the Islamic State.
During the occupation of Mosul and Sinjar and Telafer minorities like
the Yezidi, Assyrians, and Turkmens were driven away from their
homes by the Islamic State, and they were denied from returning to
their areas by Kurdish militias.
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2.5 OCCUPATION OF ERBIL

ISIL fighters have overrun the town of Mosul, and then ISIL started
attacking the village and sub-district adjacent to the city of Erbil. The
Kurdish forces left their front-line position without resistance making
ISIL advance further and threatening the city of Erbil. The KRG
allowed the terrorist PKK militants to fight against the ISIL in the
area.

After the defeat of the Kurdish forces and withdrawal from villages
that were attacked by ISIL. The Allied forces at once met up and
immediate action was taken to stop the advance of the ISIL and the
fall of the city of Erbil, the allied forces began conducting airstrikes
on the ISIL position to prevent them from advancing them further. In
my opinion without the Allied air attack on the ISIL fighters the city
of Erbil would have fallen at the hands of the ISIL within hours but
there was tremendous support from the Allied air forces to stop the
ISIL from advancing to Erbil and also ensure that the Kurdish
Regional Government in Erbil remains in powers, during the advances
of the ISIL fighter the Kurdish Peshmerga escaped from the front lines
and leaving behind them the PKK terrorist fighters to fights the ISIL
terrorists.
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2.6 THE BESIEGED OF TURKMEN SUB-DISTRICT OF
AMERLI

Amerli is a small district located 20km south of Tuz Khormatu, which
is 80 km south of Kirkuk. In July 2007, Amerli was subject to a
deadly trailer bomb explosion in the middle of a busy market where
160 civilians were killed, more than a hundred people were wounded,
and more than a hundred houses were destroyed.

The attack left behind numerous widows, orphans, disabled children,
and adults, and since then young people and professionals have been
targets for deliberate killing on their way to work between Amerli,
Tikrit, and Kirkuk. [35]

Following the fall of Saddam Hussein’s government in 2003 and
Kurdish control of Northern, sadly the Kurdish policy toward the
Turkmens was no different from that of the Arabization policy that
was conducted against the Turkmens during Saddam Hussein’s reign.
After the fall of Saddam Hussein, the Iragi Turkmen's situation
deteriorated dramatically, and the Turkmen expected to see justice,
equality, and human rights but tragically the reverse has happened.
The lands of the Turkmens have been confiscated; many Turkmens
have been kidnapped, arrested, and assassinated. The Turkmens have
been subjected to tremendous pressure from the Kurdish militias
forcing the Turkmen to disregard their Turkmen identity and
Turkmens were forced to blend into Kurdish society.

However, during the occupation of Iraq and the appearance of the ISIL
terrorist groups, the Turkmens have again been subjected to a most
brutal campaign by terrorist Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
(ISIL) militants, thousands of Turkmen were forced to flee the

35 Mr. Zahid Jihad Albayati, Writer, Journalist, and Member of Iragi Writers Union
& Dr. Elham MA Albayati, Writer and Consultant Paediatrician, UK. Albayati, Z. J.
& Albayati, E. (February 2015), “Turkomans of Iraq: The Third Ethnic Component
of Traq”, Vol. IV, Issue 2, pp.6-28, Centre for Policy, and Research on Turkey
(Research Turkey), London, Research Turkey. (http://researchturkey.org/?p=7873)
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Turkmen district of Telafer, sub-district of Basheer and city of Mosul
when ISIL terrorist organisation overran the area.

The Turkmen people in the sub-district of Taza Khormatu and the
district of Tuz Khormatu were continuously subjected to the ISIL
terrorists’ rockets and mortars attacks. Also, the sub-district of Amerli
was subjected to ISIL terror attacks. The sub-district of Amerli was
held under siege by the ISIL militants for 84 days. The water,
electricity, medical, and food supply in America were cut off by ISIL.
The people in Amerli lived under harsh inhumane and horrific
conditions and more than fifty children, along with ten new-born
babies lost their lives in one day as a result of lack of milk, medicine,
and nutrition, more than one hundred people were, perished as a result
of the siege and daily attacks.

In addition, Turkmen's villages around Amerli were ransacked, and
attacked by ISIL, and a substantial number of Turkmen were killed
indiscriminately including sick, children, women, and the elderly. The
Turkmens in Amerli were killed only for being Shi’a and the
Turkmens managed to escape from their villages leaving behind the
most vulnerable who abused and killed ISIL and their houses,
mosques, lands, and livestock were burnt and destroyed by ISIL
militants.

During the seizure of the Amerli by ISIL, initially, the Turkmens in
Amerli left on their own although there were massive Kurdish forces
present nearby, especially in Tuz KKhormatu. The Kurdish forces
stood silently, and they did not engage without skirmishing with ISIL.
The Kurdish militia was extremely happy to see Amerli being seized
by the ISIL and fully wiped out from the map because this would
reduce the Turkmen population in the area and fulfill the Kurdish
dream and aspiration of having a Kurdish state with Turkmen issues.
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Figure (136) Turkmen women in Amerli were armed with snipers in tranches prepared
to face the ISIL terrorist fighters.

Amerli was held under siege by the ISIL militants for 84 days and
during this period the Turkish government and ITF ignored the plight
of the Iragi Turkmens, both had failed to fulfill the plight of the Iraqi
Turkmens with arms. Nevertheless, the people of Amerli fought with
courage using basic military arms and determination. They were able
to defeat the ISIL with the help of Iragi coalitions from various
groups. The American help was extraordinarily little, and it came
extremely late, which left many doubts in the minds of many
Turkmens as to the intentions of America in supporting Turkmens in
their struggle.
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Figure (137) Turkmen people in Amerli are armed with various machine guns
prepared for facing the ISIL terrorist fighters.
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Figure (138) Turkmen people l Amerli were rmed with various machine guns and

prepared to face the ISIL terrorist fighters.

During the seizure of Amerli by the ISIL militants, there was no
action taken against the ISIL militants by the Kurdish Peshmerga, US,
and British forces. The Kurdish militia and allied forces completely
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failed to help and protect the Turkmens from the ISIL attacks but
when the Yazidis were forced to flee Sinjar as the ISIL militants
overran their area and city of Mosul; this prompted an international
aid operation and helped to trigger the US air strikes against the ISIL
militants. The Turkmens were also questioning why Germany, France,
Canada, and Britain did not show the same solidarity and support
toward the Iragi Turkmens in Amerli. Over 10,000 Turkmens had
sought refuge as thousands of Turkmens were executed by the ISIL
militants.

Turkmens believed that humanitarian aid should be distributed equally
and fairly to all the Iragi people who were fleeing ISIL militants in
Northern Irag. The Turkmen and Christians were left defenceless
when the Iragi army retreated from Mosul and Kirkuk. However, after
the occupation of the city of Mosul by the ISIL militants, the Kurdish
armed forces, instead of sending their troops to fight ISIL militants in
Mosul, Telafer, and Sinjar but the Kurdish militia used the sectarian
chaos in Iraq to expand their autonomous territory by occupying the
oil fields in Kirkuk and surrounding areas.

The ISIL had swept across northern Irag, pushing back Kurdish
regional forces, threatening the Kurdish regional capital of Erbil, and
driving tens of thousands of Christians and members of the Yazidis
religious minority from their homes. Germany, France, US., and
Britain had shown great empathy only towards the Kurdish people.
They funnelled arms to the Kurdish Peshmerga forces and a few
European countries played a tremendous role in changing the
dynamics and structure of the region.

In the view of Turkmens, the US and EU’s provision of arms support
for the Kurds was a good and positive step against the terrorist
organisation ISIL. The Turkmens felt this help should not only be
given to the Kurdish people, but the Turkmens people should also be
given arms and support so that they would be able to defend
themselves against ISIL and unfortunately, the support was only
provided to the Kurds.

It was an indication that the American, British, and French had other
plans and incentives behind the decision to establish a Kurdish state.
The US and EU’s stance on supporting the Kurds was motivated by
plans to divide Iraq into three states consisting of a Shi’a region in the
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south, a strengthened Kurdish region in the north, and a Sunni region
in central Iraq.
This action was rejected by the Turkmens and civil war was imminent
if this plan was implemented by the US and EU countries. In the view
of many Turkmen, an independent Kurdish state would further
destabilize the region and create new tensions, also within the states
neighbouring Irag.
Ignoring the plight of the Turkmen was seen as a part of a plan for
creating a special region for Christians and Yazidis on the Nineveh
plane. The Turkmen were the biggest losers from the implementation
of such a plan. The Turkmen have suffered a lot during and after the
fall of the Saddam Hussein regime. Iragi Turkmen, as the third largest
ethnic group affected by the violence in Irag, should also be equally
armed by Britain to fight the Islamic State in Irag and the Levant. The
Turkmens disapproved of sending weapons only to the Kurdish
Peshmerga in northern Irag and YDP in northern Syria as these
weapons could later be used by the Kurd Peshmerga, to suppress the
other ethnic groups in the region.
The Turkmens, Christians, and Yazidis were betrayed by the Kurdish
Peshmerga when they retreated from the Turkmens district of Telafer
and sub-districts of Beshir, Kustepa, Biravchi, Makhmur, and Sinjar.
The Kurdish Peshmerga left the Turkmens, Christians, and Yazidis
under the mercy of the terrorist militants of ISIL.
The Kurdish Peshmerga was fighting to protect their state, not for the
Iragi people as was believed. The Turkmen were worried about the
formation of an independent Kurdish state, as this would risk further
destabilizing the region. The Turkmen were extremely anxious to see
the US and the West act against the terrorist organisation ISIL only in
the Kurdish existing area.
However, the US, England, France, Italy, Canada, and Germany did
not show the same equality and empathy towards the Turkmen. The
Turkmen were asking for arms, help, and support from the Western
countries, asking for equal treatment to fight the terrorist organisation
ISIL.
During the Amerli blocked by the ISIL, Ayatollah Ali Sistani, Shi’a
Muslims’ most influential scholar, said through his representative,
Abd al-Mehdi al-Karbala that “we appeal to the relevant sides to work
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sincerely in breaking the siege. We also call for saving the brave
town’s citizens from the dangers of the terrorists.” Ayatollah Sistani
added, “The speeding up of the air delivery of food to the people of
Amerli is a top priority. ”

During the seizure of Amerli, the sub-district of Amerli circulated by
the ISIL militants and the only access to Amerli was by Helicopter,
this was also a dangerous task because these helicopters were in the
range of the ISIL firepower.

The plight of the Turkmens in Amerli was partially fluffed by the Iraqi
government which was dropping food, and transferring the children,
elderly, and sick people out of Amerli. Finally, the plight of Turkmens
in Amerli was fulfilled by Iragi Militia Al-Hashed Al-Shaibi,
Turkmens militia from Tuz Khormatu and some Iranian advisers and
volunteers also participated in the liberation of the Amerli.

The liberation of Amerli from ISIL militants caused tremendous
happiness and enjoyment among the Iragi Turkmen. The victory
against the ISIL increased the morale of the Turkmen in the area,
especially in the districts of Tuz Khormatu, Daquq, Kirkuk, and Taza
Khormatu. As a consequence, Turkmens believed that the
establishment of a Turkmens militia was essential to get their right and
freedom, hence a Turkmens militia was established with the help and
contribution of the local Turkmens businesses in various Turkmens-
inhibited areas and especially Turkmen Shi’aa Controlled areas.

In addition, during the seizure of Amerli, countless Turkmen from the
district of Tuz Khormatu were killed and targeted by ISIL and terrorist
attacks, from kidnapping, roadside bombs, car bombs, and suicide
bombers. Turkmen houses in Tuz Khormatu, Mosques, worship places
like Husseiniya, and even nurseries, primary schools, and high schools
were targeted and burnt by both Kurds and ISIL militants.

In January 2013, a suicide bomber exploded himself in the middle of a
gathering of funeral, killing more than forty-two people, and injuring
more than seventy people. In addition, on the 13" of June 2013,
another deadly suicide bomber attack conducted by the ISIL militant
on a peaceful demonstration in Tuz Khormatu killed Iragi Turkmen
Front Vice President Mr. Ali Hashim Muhtaroglu, and Mr. Ahmed
Koja who was the governor of the city of Salahaddin.

221



The bomb also caused the death of thirteen prominent Turkmen and
injured more than thirty people. The attack on the Turkmens in the
district of Tuz Khormatu continued, in July 2013, the district of Tuz
Khormatu saw a huge car bomb at 5 a.m. while people sleeping in
their beds, the bomb caused the death of twelve innocent Turkmens
and destroyed more than twenty houses and injuring more than fifty
people.

In the district of Tuz Khormatu, more than 1,500 Turkmens were
killed, more than 1,000 houses were destroyed, and more than
thousands of families were forced to leave their homes and go south of
Iraq in general and especially to the cities of Karbala and Baghdad as
they were being fearful of their lives.

222



2.7 THE OCCUPATION OF THE TURKMEN SUB-DISTRICT
BASHEER BY ISIL

Basheer (Besir) is the name of a large Turkmen agricultural sub-
district situated 25km southwest of Kirkuk whose name has become
famous as a symbol of the Turkmen's sufferings in lIraq after it was
mentioned in the preamble of the new Iragi Constitution in 2005,
along with the names of the Arab sub-district Al-Dujail and of the
Kurdish sub-district Halabja, whose populations have suffered the
most in Iraq under the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein.
The ordeals of the Turkmens of Basheer under the dictatorship of
Saddam Hussein from 1980 up to 2003 have been acknowledged by
the legislators and the authors of the new Iraqi constitution as ‘crimes
of ethnic cleansing, racial oppression and massacres amounting to
genocide, committed against the Turkmens of Basheer’.
Basheer is one of the Shi’a Turkmen villages, that were destroyed
when Saddam forced their habitants to leave, confiscated their lands,
killed many youths, and imprisoned others.
After 2003, many orders from the central government were ignored
and local Arab tribes who took over Basheer lands refused to leave.
On the 12" and 13" of June 2014, ISIL fighters attacked Basheer
civilians, kidnapping, killing, abducting, and raping children, and
women. Mosques and worship places were destroyed, and fifty-nine
people, including three children and a woman Kkilled. Little girls and
young women were raped and then killed, and their corpses hung from
the lamp posts and around one thousand families fled from Basheer.
The history of Basheer goes back more than one thousand years, and
its first recorded history goes back to 1556, it is mentioned in the
Ottoman registers (Dafter Tahrir of Kirkuk N° 111 of the year 1556
AC) dating back to the reign of the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman the
Magnificent and kept in the Turkish Archives in Ankara. According to
these registers, there were 89 Turkmen families and nine unmarried
people living in Basheer in 1556, all of them farmers who had been
issued official deeds registered in their names. After WW!I, when the
new lIragi state, the Kingdom of Iraq was set up the deeds and property
certificates issued during the Ottoman era were renewed in 1936 and
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registered as deeds being issued by the lraqi state. The property
ownership situation in Iraq remained unchanged until 14" July 1958
when the Monarchy was overthrown by a coup d’état and the
Republic of Iraq was declared.
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2.8 FIRST GENOCIDE: LAND CONFISCATION, ETHNIC
CLEANSING AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

During the early years of the Republic, the Iraqi Communist Party and
their Kurdish leftist allies became predominant, and they influenced
the political and social orientation of the regime. The government
issued many new laws, amongst them the ‘agrarian law’ which
limited land ownership to a maximum of 2.000 dunams (five hundred
hectares) per family.

Many hectares of land were taken from Turkmen families in Basheer
and distributed to landless Iragis such as the Arab nomads and poor
Kurds, to help them to settle around Basheer. Furthermore in 1968,
when the Baath party came to power in Iraq through a military coup, it
embarked on a policy of Arabisation of the Turkmen region in Kirkuk
Province, they issued new laws limiting property ownership to 200
dunams (50 hectares) per family (law number 117 of 1970) and more
agricultural lands belonging to the Turkmen families living in Basheer
and in the other Turkmen villages around Kirkuk were confiscated.
[36]

From 1970 to 1980 the Revolutionary Command Council of the Baath
regime issued several decisions by which they confiscated lands
belonging to Turkmens, supposedly for public interest (protection of
oil fields, enlargement of the military installations, new air base, etc.),
i.e., Decision Number 369 of 1975, Decision Number 824 of 1976,
Decision Number 949 of 1977, Decision 1065 of 1978. This is how
1.300.000 Donums (325.000 hectares) of agricultural land belonging
to Turkmens of Kirkuk was confiscated as showed in the letter from
the Judicial Adviser of the Ministry of Agriculture in Kirkuk to the
Minister of Agriculture Ref 16784 dated 25" November 2010.

All these confiscated Turkmen lands have been registered as ‘lands
belonging to the Iraqi state’ in the name of the Ministry of Finance or
the Ministry of Local Administration.

36 The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Irag, two
genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in
April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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In 1982 after the start of the Irag-Iran war, and despite the enrolment
of several hundreds of Turkmens from Basheer in the army to fight
against the Iranians, the Iragi security forces arrested hundreds of
intellectuals from Basheer, accusing them of being opponents to the
Baath party and affiliated to the forbidden Al-Dawa Party.

In 1984, after summary judgments by a revolutionary court, 93
intellectuals of Basheer were sentenced to capital punishment and
were hanged and seventy-one were sentenced to life imprisonment in
Abu Ghraib prison, amongst them young boys aged sixteen and
elderly men over sixty. [37]

In 1986 while the young men of Basheer, were still fighting on the
front in the war against Iran, the Baath regime, not satisfied with the
above-mentioned unjust punishments of innocent Turkmens of
Basheer, ordered the expulsion of their families, giving them 48 hours
to pack their personal effects and leave their homes. They were
forcibly moved to some communal compounds that had been built in a
rush to serve as ‘transitional accommodation’ on the road to Tikrit.
Their houses were razed to the ground and their agricultural lands
were confiscated and given to Sunni Arabs supporting the Baath
regime, in application of a policy designed to Arabize Turkmen towns
and villages in Kirkuk province.

Each of these Arab families was given 10.000 Iragi Dinars in cash (the
equivalent of 33.000 US as an incentive to build their house on
Turkmen lands, while the unfortunate Turkmen were displaced
without any valid reason or any legal justification and without
receiving any compensation.

After a year spent in the communal compounds the Turkmen families
from Basheer were dispersed to cities throughout Irag: Nasiriya,
Diyala, Diwania, Kut, and Erbil, without being provided with housing
and without being compensated for the loss of their livelihoods,
houses, and agricultural lands. From being landowners and farmers for
centuries in Irag, the Turkmens of Basheer became refugees in their

37 The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Irag, two
genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in
April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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own country and were left completely destitute. Meanwhile, the Baath
regime had Arabize the name of the village calling it “Al-Bashir”
instead of Basheer. [38]

After the regime change in April 2003, when the US military occupied
the north of Iraq, they did not take control of the area around Basheer
and the Arabs who had been installed there by the Baath regime
remained in the area. The original Turkmen inhabitants of Basheer
came with tents and camped near the village, demanding the departure
of the Arab settlers, they wanted to recuperate their agricultural lands
and be compensated for the loss of their properties and loss of
earnings since 1986.

A Turkmen NGO built one hundred houses for the families of the
martyrs, which became the nucleus of the new reconstructed sub-
district of Basheer, and little by little other Turkmen families returned
and built their houses there.

In July 2003 the newly returned Turkmens from Basheer wanted to
remove the Arab settlers by force, the US occupation authorities
intervened, they led and controlled a “mediation” in September 2003,
but this mediation did not resolve the property dispute, it was only a
‘short-term agreement’ which allowed the Arabs who had settled in
Basheer to stay on the land for the Winter agricultural season on a
‘non-renewable basis’, it granted them the Winter harvest. The
requirement was that they would leave Basheer within one year of the
signing of the ‘agreement.’ [39]

After this one year, the Turkmens would be allowed to return to their
ancestral lands. Unfortunately, the Arab settlers did not respect this
‘agreement’ and they refused to leave Basheer, despite the new Iraqi
government’s offer to give them a sum of money to help them return

38The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Irag, two
genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in
April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iraqi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.

39 The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Irag,
two genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one
in April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iraqi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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to the region they came from. To make things worse, they built more
houses on Turkmen lands.

On 15™ January 2004, the Coalition Provisional Authority issued
Regulation Number 8, authorizing the Governing Council of Iraq to
set up the Iragi Property Claims Commission. Soon after its creation,
the Commission created Tribunals to look at the claims presented by
the Iragis who had been unjustly dispossessed.

The Turkmens of Basheer followed the procedures set up by the
Commission and in early 2005 they introduced 1.150 claims to the
Tribunals set up by the Property Claims Commission in Kirkuk for
their confiscated agricultural lands situated in Basheer had been
registered in their names in the official old Cadastral Sector of
Basheer (Sector numbers 36, 38,45,46,47 and 48). [40] which is
registered in their names in the official old Cadastral Sector of
Basheer (Sector numbers 36, 38,45,46,47, and 48). [41]

In July 2005 the Tribunals examined these 1.150 claims introduced by
the Turkmens of Basheer, they found them receivable and justified
and they ordered the return of all the agricultural lands to their original
owners. Notwithstanding the decisions of the Tribunals being in
favour of the Turkmens of Basheer, only 350 of the 1.150 claims have
been completed to date. This shows that the discrimination against the
Turkmens continues in Iraq, despite the regime change and despite a
special decree (number 59 / 2088) on 3™ October 2005 from the
president of the Republic ordering the central and local authorities in
Irag to execute the decisions of the Tribunals of the Property Claims
Commission swiftly and without any further delay. [42]

40 The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer in Kirkuk province — Irag, two genocides
have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in April 1986
and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen Front EU
Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
41 The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer in Kirkuk province — Irag, two genocides
have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in April 1986
and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen Front EU
Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
42 The tragedy of the Turkmens of Basheer in Kirkuk province — Irag, two genocides
have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in April 1986
and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen Front EU
Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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Regrettably, the Iragi Ministers of Finance and Local Administration,
under the pressure of the Sunni Arab political parties, have appealed
the decisions of the Tribunals for the remaining eight hundred claims,
arguing that they need these lands supposedly ‘for the public interest.’
Consequently, the cases are still pending, and the Arab settlers are still
living around Basheer and exploiting Turkmen agricultural lands.

In 2006, under the government of Prime Minister Ibrahim Al-Jaafary,
the actual Prime Minister, Dr. Haidar Al-Ibadi, who was his adviser
and was nominated the president of a Committee to investigate the
Crimes committed against the people of Basheer under the Baath
regime had asked (on 5" February 2006 in a letter ref. MRW/12/2006)
the Governor of Kirkuk, Abdurrahman Mustafa, to update him about
the progress of the local authorities of Kirkuk in helping the people of
Basheer to recuperate their lands and to return to their homes.

He asked the Governor to send him a report about the problems still
faced by the people of Basheer. On 30" March 2006, the Iragi Council
of Ministers decided to reconstruct the sub-district of Basheer and it
allocated 43 billion Iragi Dinars (about 32 million USD) for this
project and ordered the Finance Ministry (in a letter dated 2" April
2006 ref. 8/1/5/4423) to allocate 14 billion Iragi Dinars to the Ministry
of Reconstruction and Housing for the year 2006 to start the
reconstruction. [43]

After the removal of the Baath regime and nine years after the
decision of the Iragi Council of Ministers to reconstruct Basheer and
despite the budget allocated in 2006 for its reconstruction, not a single
house has been built by the Iraqi Government for the Turkmens of
Basheer, the only realization by the Iragi Ministry of Reconstruction
and Housing and by the Governorate of Kirkuk is a publicity board at
the entrance of Taza Khormatu near Basheer announcing the ‘Project
for the Reconstruction of Basheer’.

4 The tragedy of the Turkmens of (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Iraqg, two
genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in
April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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2.9 SECOND GENOCIDE: MASS KILLINGS, RAPES,
ETHNIC CLEANSING, AND LOOTING BY ISLAMIC
STATE OF IRAQ AND THE LEVANT TERRORIST
GROUPS

To make things worse for the Turkmens of Basheer, the Arab settlers
who remained around Basheer welcomed the ISIL terrorists when
these came to the area, and they supported them in the attacks on
Basheer which started on 14th June 2014. Basheer inhabitants resisted
the ISIL attack for 3 days with their small weapons and only a little
ammunition. Unfortunately, because they did not get any help from
the Iraqgi forces or the Kurdish Peshmerga, they could not stop the
invasion and occupation of Basheer by ISIL terrorists.

ISIL occupied Basheer on 17th June 2014 and expulsed its entire
Turkmen population composed of about 1.500 families, totalizing
about 10.000 people. ISIL terrorists looted all the homes and
properties. A few days after they had occupied Basheer, they published
some videos on their websites, showing the demolition of schools,
offices, mosques, religious shrines, and the library. To terrorize and
humiliate the Turkmens, ISIL published photos of their unfortunate
victims, some had been beheaded and their bodies had been left in the
open to be eaten by wild animals, and some others had been tied to
lamp posts.

ISIL has committed war crimes and ethnic cleansing in Basheer.
During the first three days of their attack, they Killed thirty-six
unarmed Turkmen. They kidnapped women and children, tortured,
raped, and savagely killed some of them.

A few days after the occupation of Basheer, a group of Turkmen
volunteers composed of youths from other Turkmen localities in Taza
Khormatu, Tessin, Tuz Khormatu and Kirkuk came to help the people
of Basheer, together they tried to dislodge ISIL terrorists.
Unfortunately, they failed, twenty-one were killed and many of them
were injured by ISIL snipers positioned in strategic points in and
around Basheer, armed with heavy long-range machine guns. Their
task was made difficult because ISIL had already planted explosive
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devices on the roads leading to Basheer and booby-trapped buildings
and houses in Basheer. [44]

On 18" March 2015, a Turkmen unit of the ‘Popular Mobilisation
Units to Fight against ISIL’ (Hashed al-Shaabi) tried again to liberate
Basheer, unfortunately, they too failed, because ISIL terrorists had
time to reinforce their positions in and around Basheer, positioning
many more snipers with long-range machine guns in all the strategic
high positions. The Turkmen unit managed to reach the Police Station,
but they were forced to withdraw after suffering many casualties, five
were killed and nine gravely injured.

The Turkmen unit of the ‘Popular Mobilisation Units to fight against
ISIL’ with its present-day ability and weapons cannot liberate Basheer
without reinforcement and support from the Iragi and/or International
Coalition air forces. Unfortunately, to date, neither has come to their
help.

During the 23 °f March 2015 Meeting of the Iragi Council of
Ministers in Baghdad, it was decided that the people who have
suffered from ISIL terrorist attacks in the north of Iraq, i.e., the
Christians, the Turkmens, the Yezidis, the Kurds, and the Shabaks,
exposing them to mass killings and to internally displacement, are
victims of ethnic cleansing, amounting to genocides. Concerning the
Turkmens, the Council of Ministers had specified that the Turkmens
of Telafer and the Turkmens of Basheer have been victims of genocide
by ISIL terrorist groups. Thus, this is the second genocide committed
against the Turkmen of Basheer in less than 28 years. As a result of
the atrocities committed against the Turkmens in Basheer, Dr. Hassan
Aydinli, called upon the Delegation for Relations with Iraq of the EU
Parliament, to support the Turkmen case and endorse the Turkmen
demands stated in the Common Declaration of the indigenous non-
ruling peoples of Irag, which we presented to the EU Parliament on
19" November 2014 by Dr. Hassan Aydinli and advocate Turkmen

4 The tragedy of the Turkmens of (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Irag, two
genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in
April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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requests with the European Parliament, the EEAS, the European
Commission and the EU Council. [45]
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Figure (140) photos of Turkmen martyrs who died fighting to Ilberate sub dlstrlct of
Basheer from ISIL

Figure (141) photos of Turkmen martyrs who died flghtlng to liberate the sub-district
of Basheer from ISIL these people were killed by ISIL and their bodies were found in
Basheer.

4 The tragedy of the Turkmens of (Basheer) in Kirkuk province — Iraq, two
genocides have been committed against them in the past 28 years, the first one in
April 1986 and the second one in June 2014. Dr. Hassan Aydinli, Iragi Turkmen
Front EU Representative, Brussels, 25th March 2015.
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2.10 FIGHTING TO LIBERATE BASHEER (BESIR) FROM
THE ISLAMIC STATE OF IRAQ AND THE LEVANT

This small agricultural village of Basheer had witnessed horrors and
lost so many times to the extremists. The people of Basheer were
driven out by the Baa’th regime but returned to their homes in 2003.
They were driven out again by the al-Qaida in 2007 but bravely
returned. Once again Basheer faced the same fate, its inhabitants
haunted by its death that was struck by the terrorist ISIL in 2014 but
later the district Basheer was occupied again by terrorist groups ISIL.
The inhabitants’s village of Basheer were killed and executed by the
ISIL only for their ethnic and religious identity of being Turkmen,
their religious places were destroyed and blown up by ISIL, and the
males of the sub-district were taken away and executed by the ISIL,
the inhabitants of the Basheer were forced to leave, and their property
and lands were taken by the Sunni Arabs who worked and supported
the terrorist group of ISIL.

Flgure‘(l42) Turkmen fighters Al-Hashed Al-Shaabi in the dlstrlct of Basheer before
liberation from ISIL militants
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Figure (143) Turkmen fighters Al-Hashed Al-Shaabi in the district of Basheer after
liberation from ISIL militants.

All these atrocities happened to the Turkmen of Basheer and the world
community kept watched and silent. The Turkmen had no choice but
to liberate the sub-district by themselves, so the Turkmen Brigade was
established to protect the Turkmen from the terrorist group ISIL and
occupied Kurdish forces. The Turkmen Brigades part of the PMU has
played a prominent role in the liberation of Basheer. Turkmen Brigade
which was a faction of the Popular Mobilisation Units. There were
approximately 30,000 fighters that made up brigades and their
fundamental areas of operation included the provinces of Kirkuk,
Anbar, Nineveh, and Salahaddin.
The Turkmen Brigades with the support of the Iragi army, and
Kurdish Peshmerga, with the aerial support of the international
coalition, launched the military operation of liberating Basheer in
2017 from ISIL.
Previously, the Popular Mobilisation Unit conducted several attacks
on Basheer trying to free the village from Islamic State control, but
the attacks were unsuccessful. During the attack, unfortunately,
several soldiers were killed and injured. Also, numerous jihadist
bodies were left in the hands of Peshmerga.
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Basheer stayed under ISIL control for almost two years but in the
view of many Turkmen the liberation of the village was important
because ISIL in Basheer often used mortars to shell areas under Iraqi
army control, including the Turkmen sub-district of Taza Khormatu in
the southern Kirkuk.

However, following the liberation of Basheer, hashed al-Shaabi militia
entered the village and retrieved nineteen bodies belonging to their
Turkmens militiamen who were killed in their earlier attacks. The
Turkmen's bodies were wired with booby bombs by ISIL terrorists and
exploded after the militia tried to remove them.

Figure (144) photos of Turkmen fighters (Al-Hashed Al_Shaibi) who fought to
liberate the sub-district of Basheer from terrorists ISIL fighters.
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Figure (145) photos of Turkmen fighters who fought to liberate the sub-district of
Basheer from terrorists ISIL.
/" \ N 4 U > o :A,

L ) e 3 <2 il e -
Figure (146) retrieved fifteen bodies belonging to Turkmen militiamen who were

killed in their earlier attacks trying to liberate Basheer and this photo was taken by Ali
Miikerrem Kasapoglu
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Fgure (147) the funeral for the retrieved fifteen bodies of Turkmen militiamen who
were kllled in their earlier attacks this photo was | taken by Ali Mukerrem Kasapoglu
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Figure (148) the funeral of the Turkmen fighters who were killed by the ISIL dur
the liberation of Basheer.
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Figure (The Turkmen MP Niyazi Memaroglu with the Turkmen fighters Al-
Hashed Al-Shaabi in the district of Basheer after liberation from ISIL militants

Figure (150) Turkmen fighters (AIHashed Al_Shaibi) who fought to liberate the sub-
district of Basheer from terrorists ISIL fighters.
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Figure (151) Turkmen member of Iragi Parliament Yilmaz Memaroglu firing a mortar
at the ISIL fighter’s position.

Figure (152) Turkmen member of Iraqi Parliament Yilmaz Memaroglu firing a mortar
at the ISIL fighter’s position.
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Figure (153) is the name of the Turkmen people who were killed during the liberation
of the sub-district of Basheer.
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Figure (154) is the name of the Turkmen people who were killed during the liberation
of the sub-district of Basheer.
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3. CHAPTER THREE

3.0 KURDISH PROVOCATION AND HARASSMENT OF THE
TURKMEN

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003, the
Turkmen of lIraq expected to see justice, fairness, equality, and
caseation of the human rights abuse, but the reserve had happened.
The Turkmens were arrested, imprisoned, and kidnapped and their
rights were violated by the Kurdish militia, ISIL, and the central
government in Baghdad,

Figure (155) Photo of Kirkuk Citadel
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Figure (157) photo of Kirkuk Citadel
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Figure (158) Photo of Kirkuk Citadel
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Figure (159) Photo of Kirkuk Citadel
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Figure (160) Photo of Kirkuk Citadel

After the toppling the Saddam Hussein and the occupation of Irag, the
US forces in Irag gave a lot of power and concessions to both Kurdish
parties as rewards for their support and participation in the removal of
the Saddam Hussein government.

One of the Kurdish provocations by the Kirkuk governor Najmadin
Omer was, in March 2015, the Kurdish militia raised a huge Kurdish
regional flag at the Kirkuk citadel which is considered the symbol for
the Turkmen people.

The main objective of the Kurdish militia in raising a Kurdish flag on
the Kirkuk citadel aimed to provoke the Turkmen. The Turkmen
politicians and Turkmen members of the governing council
approached Najmadin Omer requesting the removal of the Kurdish
flag to avoid any clashes that might occur between the Turkmen and
the Kurds, but unfortunately, the Kurdish governor took no action and
ignored the Turkmen demand. Although the Najmadin Omer, a few
days before had issued no flag shall be raised in Kirkuk except an
Iraqi flag, and according to the legislation and Iraqi constitution, the
city of Kirkuk is not a part of the KRG therefore the Kurdish regional
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flag should not be raised at the first place on the governmental
building in Kirkuk.

e b AL oY
Figure (161) Kurdish militia put Kurdish flag on the Kirkuk citadel to provoke the

Turkmen in March 2015 March 2015-Kirkuk, TURKMENELI

Turkmen, March 2015, -Kirkuk, and TURKMENELI
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Figure (163) Photo of Kirkuk Qalesi (Kirkuk Citadel)

Figure (164) Phot.o of Kirkuk"CitadeI

The result of placing a KRG flag on the Kirkuk citadel wall caused a
counter-response from the Turkmen in Kirkuk by raising a Turkmen
flag adjacent to the Kurdish flag. After the first day of raising the
Turkmen flag, the Turkmen flag was removed and burnt by the
Kurdish militia.
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The burning of a Turkmen flag by the Kurdish militia caused outrage
among the lraqi people, especially among the Turkmen. As a
consequence, the Kurdish flag was removed to avoid clashes between
the Kurds and the Turkmen in Kirkuk. This clearly showed the
objective and reality of the Kurdish policy in Kirkuk, their objective to
change the demography of the city of Kirkuk and annex it to the KRG.
In addition, this incident revealed that the Kurds were not interested in
power sharing and living in harmony in Kirkuk but showed they were
extremely opportunistic. They were prepared to do everything to
annex the city of Kirkuk to the KRG, but the Turkmen people were
totally against this and more in favour of living in harmony.

Figure (165) The Turkmen flag was prepared by people to be raised on the Kirkuk
Citadel adjacent to the Kurdish flag and confronting the Kurds, in March 2015.
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Figure (166) The Turkmen flag was raised by people on the Kirkuk Citadel adjacent to
the Kurdish flag and confronting the Kurds, March 2015-Kirkuk, TURKMENELI
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A figure (167) Turkmen flag was raised by people on the Kirkuk Citadel adjacent to
the Kurdish flag and confronting the Kurds, March 2015-Kirkuk, TURKMEN ELI.

Also, in March 2015 the Kurdish militia went rampage into the streets
of Kirkuk, especially in the Turkmen-populated neighbourhood
provoking the Turkmen by shouting anti-Turkmen slogans.

The Kurdish militias were armed with automatic machine guns, they
were using abusive language and terrorizing the innocent and unarmed
Turkmen by waving Kurdish flags and firing randomly with machine
guns. This entire Kurdish abuse happened in front of the eyes of the
police and security police in Kirkuk who were Kurdish and were
supposed to provide protection, stability, and security for the people.
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Figure (168) The Turkmen flag was raised by people on the Kirkuk Citadel adjacent to
the Kurdish flag and confronting the Kurds, March 2015-Kirkuk, TURKMENELI

The Kurdish objective was to provoke the Turkmens and get some
response so that they would have an excuse and pretext for attacking
the Turkmens as they did it in 1959 hundreds of the Turkmens were in
the hands of the Kurdish militia and Iragi communist party.
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Figure (169) To provoke the Turkmen, in March 2015 the Kurd militia with the help
of Kurdish police went rampage in the streets of Kirkuk and in the Turkmen,

neighbourhood shouting anti-Turkmen slogans and abusive language while carrying
machine - Kirkuk, TURKMENELL.

Figure (170) To provoke the Turkmen, in March 2015 the Kurd militia with the help
of Kurdish police went rampage in the streets of Kirkuk and in the Turkmen,
neighbourhood shouting anti-Turkmen slogans and abusive language while carrying
machine - Kirkuk, TURKMENELI.
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Figure (171) In Al_Jumuhriya Street, the main street in Kirkuk, photos show the
Kurdish provocation of the Turkmen, in March 2015. The Kurdish militia with the
help of Kurdish police went rampage in the street of Kirkuk and in the Turkmen,
neighbourhood shouting anti-Turkmen slogans and abusive language while carrying a
machine - Kirkuk, TURKMJE.IV\IELI.‘
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Figure (172) Al_Jumurhriya Street in Kirkuk which was the main street in 1968 shows
the cleanliness and planning, of the city but after the Kurdish occupation of Kirkuk
2003 the town was fully destroyed by the Kurdish militia Kirkuk, TURKMENELI
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Figure (173) Kurdish militia provoking the Turkmen by writing a support slogan for
the PKK terrorist on the wall of the Turkmen house — March 2015- Kirkuk, Turkey.

Fire 4) Kurdish militia provoking the Turkmen by writing a support slogan for
the PKK terrorist on the wall of the Turkmen house — March 2015- Kirkuk, Turkey.
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Figure (175) The Kurdish militia removed the Iragi flag and replaced it with the
Kurdish flag to provoke the Turkmen and Arabs. Although the city of Kirkuk is
legally and by the Iragi constitution it is not bound to the KRG, March 2015- Kirkuk,
Turkey.

Figure (177) The Kurdish militia removed the Iragi flag and replaced it with the
Kurdish flag to provoke the Turkmen and Arabs. Although the city of Kirkuk is
legally and by the Iragi constitution it is not bound to the KRG. TURKMEN ELI.
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Figure (178) The Kurdish militia removed the Iraqgi flag and replaced it with the
Kurdish flag to provoke the Turkmen and Arabs. Although the city of Kirkuk is
legally and by the Iragi constitution it is not bound to the KRG, Kirkuk-
TURKMENELLI.
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Figure (179) Kurdish student at Kirkuk University wearing military uniforms and
carrying a gun inside the university with the help of the Kurdish Police, March 21,
2015- Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

Figure (180) On the 21%t of March 2015, Kurds carrying machinegun and with the
help of Kurdish police went rampage in front of the Iragi Turkmen Front Head office
in Kirkuk shouting an abusive language and anti-Turkmen slogan to provoke the
Turkmen-Kirkuk, TURKMENELI.
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Figure (181) On the 21%t of March 2015, Kurds carrying machinegun and with the
help of Kurdish police went rampage in front of the Iragi Turkmen Front Head office
in Kirkuk shouting an abusive language and anti-Turkmen slogan to provoke the
Turkmen, - Kirkuk, TURKMENELI
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4.  CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 TURKMENS REJECT HOISTING OF A KURDISH FLAG IN
KIRKUK

Figure (182) Turkmen in Kirkuk rejecting the hostin of the Kurdish egional flag in
Kirkuk.

After the fall of Saddam Hussein’s government in April 2003, Kurdish
parties brought over a half million Kurds from various parts of
northern Iraq to be settled in Kirkuk. This was implemented with the
help of the Allied forces. The demography of the city of Kirkuk was
completely altered by the Kurdish militia and they managed to
dominate the city of Kirkuk provincial council with the help of the US
administration, especially when the Iragi provincial election was
conducted at a time when the Republic of Irag was going through an
unstable and chaotic period.

During the Najmadin Omer period, the lands and buildings belonging
to the Iragi government and the Turkmen were confiscated and
occupied by the Kurdish political parties. The confiscated lands by the
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Kurdish party were distributed to the Kurdish political party’s
members who were living in Erbil, Kirkuk, and Sulaymaniyah.

During the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, the Kurdish Peshmerga
took the opportunity to seize the city of Kirkuk which prompted an
influx of Kurds into the city, when historically the city of Kirkuk had
been populated mainly by the Turkmen with a Kurdish minority. [46]
After the occupation of Iraq, the situation of the Turkmen and Arabs in
Kirkuk deteriorated and dramatically worsened especially when Dr.
Najmadin Omer was appointed as a governor of the city of Kirkuk.
The Kurdish governor Najmadin Omer caused rifts and tensions
amongst the Turkmen, Kurds, and Arabs in Kirkuk. Najmadin Omer
was unpopular amongst the people in Kirkuk in general and especially
among the Turkmen and Arabs. During Omer’s rule, the Turkmen
directors and police in Kirkuk were replaced with unqualified and
inexperienced Kurds from outside of Kirkuk. The job opportunities in
Kirkuk were overwhelmingly given to the Kurds. All the experienced
and highly qualified Turkmen and Arabs working at the Iraqi
Petroleum Company in Kirkuk were forced to leave and given early
retirement while being replaced with Kurdish people.

Najmadin Omer led the destruction of the Turkmen villages around
Kirkuk which led the Turkmen to be forced from their farms and
villages. Under the instruction of Najmadin Omer, 90% of the budgets
of the Kirkuk governing council were spent on works and services in
the Kurdish-populated neighbourhoods whereas Turkmen-populated
areas were fully neglected and were being ignored.

The Turkmen employees who had been appointed by the central
government in Kirkuk had their application forms deliberately not
approved by Najmadin Omer. He refused to use the Turkmen language
on the signs of the government building although according to the new

46 Iraqgi court overrules Kirkuk council decision to raise KRG flag, ANADOLU
AGENCY, BAGHDAD, and Published on August 17, 2017.
https://www.dailysabah.com/diplomacy/2017/08/17/iragi-court-overrules-kirkuk-
council-decision-to-raise-krg-flag
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Iragi constitution, the Government buildings in Kirkuk must be
written in three languages Turkmen, Arabic, and Kurdish.

The majority of the citizens in the city of Kirkuk were
overwhelmingly unhappy and dissatisfied with Najmadin Omer’s
performance with the administration of the city of Kirkuk proving that
he was incompetent in fulfilling his job. Politicians and intellectuals
requested that the central government in Baghdad remove Najmadin
Omer from his position for being incompetent, which caused tension
and hatred amongst the ethnic groups in Kirkuk.

Najmadin Omer deliberately caused tension between the ethnic groups
in the city of Kirkuk to divert away from his political problems and, to
provoke the Turkmen, thus enabling him to keep his position as
governor and continue to show himself as a patriot amongst the
Kurdish people to maximize support from the Kurdish people and to
remain in power.

On 4th April 2017, Najmadin Omer sent a letter, (Document Issue
742) to the head of the Kirkuk Provincial Council requesting to raise
only a KRG flag on all state buildings in Kirkuk. This decision was
carried out without the approval of the Kirkuk provincial council and
central government in Baghdad as shown in the document [Doc.6].
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Republic of Iraq
Kirkuk Governate
Governor Office
Date 14 March 2017
Document Issue: 742

To: the head of the Kirkuk Governing Council
Subiject: Hoisting a Kurdistan flag

Due to the Nowruz Festival Season, Kirkuk has been a part of the
disputed area, and it is included in Article 141 of the Iraqgi legislation.
We request that you hoist the Kurdish flag along with the Iraqi flag on
all the governmental buildings including the general establishment
that is linked to the ministerial offices.

Regards

Dr. Najmadin Omer Karim
Kirkuk Governor
14/3/2017

Document (6)
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The aim of the Kirkuk governor Najmadin Omer in hoisting the KRG
flag over the state building in Kirkuk was to gain sympathy and
increase his popularity amongst the Kurdish people but his action
angered many Turkmen and the Arabs.

The Turkmen considered Najmadin Omer's action by hosting a
Kurdish flag over the state building was pure provocation. As a
consequence, the Turkmen citizens poured into the streets of Kirkuk to
show their anger, frustration, and condemnation of the Kirkuk
governor's decision.

Figure (183) The Kurdish flag hoisted along the Iraqi flag over the governmental
building in Kirkuk.
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Figure (184) Kurdish flag hoisted along the Iragi flag over the state building in
Kirkuk.

However, since the creation of the Republic of Iraq, the state buildings
in Kirkuk have always flown an Iragi national flag. Nevertheless, a
Kirkuk governor’s decision to request a KRG flag on all state
buildings was against the Iragi constitution and his actions created
anger and outrage amongst the Arabs and the Turkmens. [47]

The central government in Baghdad immediately released a statement
and condemned the Kirkuk governor’s action in a letter dated 22nd of
March 2017, (number 4/B/423) that was sent to the Kirkuk Governing
Council in the city of Kirkuk from the Iraqi Parliament. The letter was
sent and signed by Dr. Turhan Muthir al_Mufti who was the head of
the Presidency of the Council of Ministers and Higher Commission
for Coordinating amongst the Provinces (HCCP) as shown in the
document [Doc.7].

47 Kurd Flag Raising Ads Tensions in The Iraqgi City of Kirkuk, May 12, 2017,
Heard on Morning Edition, Jane Arraf.
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Republic of Iraq
Presidency of the Council of Ministers
Higher Commission for Coordinating amongst the provinces.
(HCCP)

Document 4/B/423

Date: 22/3/2017

To Kirkuk Governing Committee: The head Committee office
Subiject: Iraqi flag

Regards and peace from the God

Regarding the document issued by the Kirkuk governor, document
Number 742 was issued on 23/3/2017 regarding the hoisting of the
KRG flag along the Iraqi flag. In this regard we would like to let you
know that the article of 140 from the Iragi Constitution 2005 has
drawn a plan to be followed regarding the city of Kirkuk and the
distributed area and the issue regarding the distribution has not been
completed and is still in process.

The city of Kirkuk is still a part of the central government in Baghdad
so only no other than the Iragi flag shall be hoisted on the
governmental building in Kirkuk, and this was clearly stated in the
Iragi Constitution and Legislation, regarding the Iraqi flag, item 6 for
year 1986.

Kind regards

Dr. Turhan Muthir Al_Mufti

The president of the Higher Commission for Coordinating amongst
the provinces

Government representative in the in the Iragi Parliament

Document seven
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Dr. Turhan Muthir Al-Mufti stated in his letter that he had requested
the Kirkuk Governing Council Committee to revoke the Kirkuk
governor's decision to raise the Kurdish flag on all state buildings in
Kirkuk. In addition, the letter stated article 141 of the Iraqi
Constitution regarding the disputed land with emphasis that no
decision had yet been taken regarding article 141. Also, he stated that
the city of Kirkuk shall be run by the central government and not by
the Kurdish Regional Government.

Dr. Turhan also stated that the city of Kirkuk is not a part of KRG, so
only the Iraqi flag shall be raised on all state buildings according to
article (6) of the Iragi resolution that was legislated in 1986 with the
flying of an Iragi flag on government buildings. However, the Kurdish
governor refused the implementation of the Iraqi parliament’s decision
and he refused to remove the KRG flags from the state building even
though there was condemnation from the Turkmen, Arabs, Central
government, Iran, and other countries. [48][49]

177 7/

1/
)

igr (185) Turkmens wavingTurkmen flags took to the streets in Kirkuk to protest
a vote by the Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state
buildings on March 29, 2017

48  http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/kirkuks-turkmen-protest-after-kurdish-flag-
raised-iraqi-city-890476408.
49 http://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/2579bafc-3b04-4c7e-a915-
9edf1180e203/Kirkuk-Turkmen-demonstrate-against-decision-to-raise-Kurdistan-
flag.
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The Kirkuk governor ignored Dr. Turhan Muthir al-Mufti’s decision,
and the people of Kirkuk reacted by coloring the city of Kirkuk with a
Turkmen flag as a reaction to the Kurdish action.

The Turkmen showed their disapproval and rejection of the Kurdish
flag flying on all state buildings in Kirkuk. As a consequence of this,
Dr. Najmadin Omer announced that the Turkmen party’s action in
Kirkuk was an illegitimate decision. The Turkmen demonstrators
gathered near the province’s administrative building by waving Iraqi
and Turkmen flags. The demonstrators handed a protest letter to the
governorate office, stating the raising of the Kurdish flag on state
buildings was unconstitutional, and against the Iragi legislation and
the willingness of the people of Kirkuk.

Figure (186) Turkmen waving Turkmen flags took to the streets in Kirkuk to protest a
vote by the Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state buildings
on March 29, 2017.

The Turkmen protestors held a Turkmen and Iraqi flag alongside signs
with slogans, calling “Kirkuk is Iraqi, not Kurdistani.” “Kirkuk
Turktur Turk Kalacak” in the Turkish language means that “Kirkuk is
a Turkish city and remains Turkish.” They also raised banners reading
“No for unconstitutional decisions” and “Turkmens reject the
governor’s decision on raising the Kurdish flag on estate buildings.”
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Figure (187) Turkmen waving Turkmen flags took to the streets in Kirkuk to protest a

vote by the Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state buildings
on March 29, 2017.

The Turkmen demonstration against the Kurdish authority intensified
when one of the Kurdish officials who were working in the Kirkuk
governor building drove through a group of peaceful Turkmen
demonstrators injuring many Turkmen one of the injured Turkmen
was taken to the hospital and was treated for broken legs.

festive “Eid Newroz”. For the Turkmens, the citadel of Kirkuk was
considered an important part of their history.

The citadel of Kirkuk was populated by Turkmen until the citadel was
demolished by Saddam Hussein’s government under the Arabization
policy in the mid-seventies of the last century to displace the Turkmen
from Kirkuk and erase their history. Although no Kurds were living in
the Kirkuk Citadel, a deliberate decision from Karim to raise a
Kurdish Regional Government flag was a pure provocation against the
Turkmen. Najmadin Omer had requested from the Kirkuk Provincial
Council Committee who were fully controlled by Kurds to hold an
urgent session on raising the Kurdish flag on all state buildings in the
province.
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Figure (188) Turkmens waving Turkmen flags took to the streets in Kirkuk to protest
a vote by the Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state
buildings on March 29, 2017

Figure (189) A Turkmen waving Turkmen flags took to the streets in Kirkuk to protest
a vote by the Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state
buildings on March 29, 2017
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Figure (190) Turkmen waving Turkmen and Iraqi flags took to the streets in Kirkuk to
protest a vote by the Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state
buildings on March 29, 2017.

Figure (191) An injured Turkmen in Kirkuk was run over by a Kurdish member who
working in the Kirkuk governor while he was protesting the decision of the Kirkuk

Council to raise the Kurdish flag on all state buildings in the Kirkuk Province, on
March 29, 2017

Previously, the Kirkuk governor Karim provoked the Turkmens by
flying a Kurdish flag on the historic citadel of Kirkuk during Newroz
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On Tuesday, March 2017, the Kirkuk Provincial Council Committee
held the hearing, and the council members approved the resolution
with majority votes while all the Turkmens and Arab members
boycotted the meeting.

Following the Kirkuk Council’s approval, a Turkmen member of the
Iragi Parliament Hassan Turan labelled the move as unconstitutional
and claimed that the Kirkuk Council did not have the authority to
make such a decision. In addition, the provocation action by Najmadin
Omer caused more tensions between Iraq’s central government in
Baghdad, and Kurdish regional authorities in northern Irag.

Again, the Kirkuk issue resurfaced, and by the 28th of March 2017, 25
Kurdish provincial councilors voted to fly the Kurdish regional flag
over government buildings. Although the Council session was
boycotted by the 19 Turkmen and Arab members, they did raise
concerns that the move was unconstitutional and drew regional and
international criticism against the Kirkuk governor. Also, the Kirkuk
governor's decision was condemned by the Asaied Ahaq and other
political parties.

At the same time, on March 28, 2017, the Iraqi Parliament in Baghdad
voted against the decision of Kirkuk’s provincial council to raise the
Kurdistan flag alongside the Iragi flag in the government buildings.
Saad al-Hadithi, the spokesperson for the Iraqi prime minister’s office,
released a statement “The decision to raise the Kurdish flag violated
the Iragi Constitution.

In addition, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned the
Iragi-Kurdish leadership that Ankara’s strong relation with the
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) was at risk over Kirkuk. “T
am calling on the Iraqi Kurdish regional administration to turn back
from this mistake as soon as possible. We enjoy good relations right
now. Do not break them,” Erdogan said. “Kirkuk is for the Turkmen,
Arabs, and Kurds if they are there. “Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu warned that it would “not be correct to change that region’s
ethnic composition.” Whereas the Islamic Republic of Iran which
backed the Shi’a militia umbrella organisation Hashed Shaabi also
condemned the Kirkuk governor's decision, and they were against an
expansionist Kurdish policy.
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The Republic of Turkiye was critical too, viewing itself historically as
the protector of the Iraqi’s Turkmen population. Ibrahim Kalm, the
spokesperson for Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, had
warned the move would cause further tensions in Kirkuk, while
Hiiseyin Miiftiioglu, spokesperson for the Turkish foreign ministry,
stated that the move would damage stability and reconciliation efforts
and could erode the multi-cultural identity of the city.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan warned the Kurdish authority that
unless the flag was taken down, the Kurdish administration of the city
risked damaging the good ties between Ankara and Erbil.

The United Nations Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI),
meanwhile, described the decision of the Kurdish governor Dr.
Najmadin Omer as a “unilateral step that might jeopardize harmony
and peaceful coexistence amongst many ethnic and religious groups
that rightly call Kirkuk their home.” In addition, a statement was
released from Tirkiye's Foreign Ministry in March 2017 which
described the move as "contrary to the notion of a constitutional
process, adding that such an approach would have "an adverse effect
on the country’s stability and security". Also, the former Turkish
Prime Minister Abdullah Gul had criticized the KPC's move as
"unconstitutional" in a post on Twitter.

The United Nations representative in Irag had also expressed concerns
about the governor's decision to fly the Kurdish regional flag over the
citadel in Kirkuk, warning against "unilateral steps"” that could inflame
tensions. "The United Nations Assistance Mission for Irag (UNAMI)
was concerned by the decision of the governor of Kirkuk to raise the
flag of the Kurdistan region of Iraq over Kirkuk citadel," and this was
outlined in a statement.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman, Bahram Qassemi stated on
the 3rd of April 2017 “Iran supports Iraq’s territorial integrity and
national sovereignty, according to Fars News Agency”. “Hoisting any
flag except Irag's national flag in Kirkuk was contradictory to the
country’s constitution and will increase the tension,” Bahram Qassemi
stated. The spokesperson added that recent measures from certain
Iragi groups could turn the attention of the Iragi government from the
fight against the Islamic State (ISIL) to political issues. Iran was
concerned over the raising of the Kurdish flag in Kirkuk which came
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after the Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim called on Iran to take
an active role in the issue due to its position as a neighbouring
country. Also, the Sulaimani, Iran’s Foreign Ministry warned that
raising flags other than the Iraqi flag in Kirkuk would lead to further
tension in the country. Whereas the US Ambassador to Irag Douglas
Silliman stated that the flag row was drawing attention away from the
fight against ISIL. A decision to hoist a Kurdish flag alongside the
Iragi flag on the governmental building was condemned by Iragi Vice
President Osama al-Nujaifi, who described it as a ‘breach of national
unity. Turkiye's foreign minister Mevlet Cavusoglu criticized the
"unilateral” move and claimed that Tirkiye had been informed by
Nechirvan Barzani, the prime minister of the KRG, that it was also
opposed to the move. “We don’t find correct the vote held by the
regional administration,” he told Turkish radio and the television
station “TRT.”

However, the president of the KRG Masoud Barzani contradicted
Mevlet Cavusoglu's comments and said that the move to raise the flag
in Kirkuk showed the possibility of "coexistence" in the city. “In a
complete conflict like that in Iraq, the KRG and Kirkuk governorate
have shown a great example of coexistence and keeping their areas
from tensions and sectarian fighting,”

In addition, the Turkish MP Devlet Bahgeli the chairperson of the
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) condemned the decision that was
taken by the Kirkuk governor in the Grand National Assembly of
Tirkiye on 22 July 2007. The ITF in Ankara also organised a protest
of the hoisting of the Kurdish flag on the governmental building in
Kirkuk in March 2017, and Devlet Bahceli and the chairperson of the
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) attended the protest and wore a
scarf of a Turkmen flag. There continued to be some conflict of
interest and argument between the Kurdish and Turkmen MPs in
Baghdad when the Iragi Parliament voted on the 28th of March 2017
against the Kirkuk Provincial Council’s decision to raise the Kurdistan
flag alongside the Iraqi flag in the government buildings.

The Turkmens Member of the Iragi Parliament Niyazi Memaroglu
was threatened by the Kurdish Member of the Iraqgi Parliament. The
Kurdish members of the Iragi Parliament Shakwan Abdullah,
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Mohammed Othman, Shiwan Aldawedi, and Ariz Abdullah used
abusive language towards the Turkmen MP Niyazi Memaroglu.

The Kurdish MP Shakwan Abdullah screamed and shouted in the face
of the Turkmen MP Niyazi Memaroglu, “We will kill you soon like a
dog” and “We will kill you as we killed other Turkmen” Also the same
MP’s treated the Turkmen MP Hassan Turan, the incident was
witnessed by Dr. Turhan Muthir Al_Mufti who was the head of the
Presidency of the Council of Minister and Higher Commission for
Coordinating amongst the Provinces (HCCP), but unfortunately with
the lack of security, instability, and weak central government in
Baghdad none of these Kurdish MP’s were arrested or interrogated.

s
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Figure (192) Turkmen hoisted Turkmen flags all over Kirkuk to protest a vote by the
Kirkuk local government to raise the Kurdish flag over state buildings.

Figure (193) Turkmen hoisted Turkmen flags all over Kirkuk toiprotest a vote by the
Kirkuk local government to raise the Kurdish flag over state buildings.
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Kirkuk local government to raise the flag of Kurdistan over state buildings on March
29, 2017.
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Figure (195) The Kirkuk governor's decision to hoist a Kurdish flag on the
governmental building was condemned by the Asaied_Ahag.

(@) S /ic tbe :
Figure (196) a Turkish foreigner affair in Ankara releases a statement condemnlng the
action of the Kirkuk governor.
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Figure (197) Turkish MP. Devlet Bahgeli and the chairperson of the Nationalist
Movement Party (MHP) kissed a Turkmen flag during a protest carried out by the
Turkmen in Ankara against the hoisting of the Kurdish flag on the governmental
building in Kirkuk in March 2017.
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Figure (198) Turkmen Member of the Iragi Parliament was threatened by the Kurdish
Members of the Iragi Parliament Shakwan Abdullah, Mohammed Othman, Shiwan
Aldawedi, and Ariz Abdullah using abusive language towards the Turkmen MP Niyazi
Memaroglu,
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Figure (199) Turkmen Member of Iragi Parliament Niyazi Memaroglu who was
threatened by the Kurdish Members of Iragi Parliament Shakwan Abdullah,
Mohammed Othman, Shiwan Aldawedi, and Ariz Abdullah after showing the
corruption of the Kurdish governor Najmadin Omer.
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Honorable Mr. Investigation Court Judge of Kirkuk

Complainer/ the Lawyer Firas Abbas Alluhaybi/ Karkh Penalty
Complex

Complained against:

1- Kirkuk Governor/ as well as his position

2- Chairman of the provincial council/ As well as his position.

3- Kirkuk Police Chief/As well as his position.

The complaining party.

On 28/3/2017 the complainant did lower the Iraqi flag from all the
state offices of Kirkuk Governorate and the fact that this governorate
belongs administratively to the center and not to the Kurdistan region.
Also, on 1/4/2017 The lraqi parliament voted by majority to compel
the complainant to raise the Iraqi flag over the Iragi governmental
building. However, the complainant refused to implement this
decision, which is considered a crime punishable by law.

Therefore, should ask to take the necessary legal measures against
them.

Complainer

Lawyer/ Firas Abbas Alluhaybi
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41 IRAQI COURT OVERRULES KIRKUK COUNCIL
DECISION TO RAISE KRG FLAG ON THE
GOVERNMENTAL BUILDING IN KIRKUK

On 18th of August 2017, the Iragi court overruled the Kirkuk council
decision to raise the KRG flag on the state building in Kirkuk as per court
order number 1008/K2017 and overrode an earlier decision by Kirkuk's
provincial council to raise the Kurdish regional flag over public institutions
in Kirkuk city.

T e e

Figure (two hundred) The advancement of municipal services in Kirkuk began in
1875 during the era of the Ottoman Empire and he was the first municipality president
of the late Omer Agha Mohammed Saeed, who was one of the Agha of the Peryadi
neighbourhood in Kirkuk.

However, on the 14th of March 2017, Kurdish members of Kirkuk's
provincial council voted in favour of raising the Kurdish regional flag
alongside Irag's national flag over the city's public institutions whereas
in April 2017, the Iragi parliament voted to disallow the practice,
stating only the Iragi flag should grace the disputed city's public
buildings. But on the 18th of August 2017, an Iragi administrative
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court upheld the parliamentary vote, describing the provincial
council's decision as "contrary to the law", according to a statement
issued by the court. "The court's decision is binding and must be
implemented by the relevant parties,” which was revealed by Mr.
Tarek Harb, an Iragi lawyer to the Turkish Anadolu Agency as shown.
[Doc.8] [Doc.9] [Doc.10]
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Document (8) The Iragi court per court order 1008/K2017 dated on the 18™ of August
2017 overrode an earlier decision by Kirkuk's provincial council to raise the Kurdish
regional flag over public institutions in Kirkuk city.
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Document (9) The Iragi court per court order 1008/K2017 dated on the 18™ of August
2017 overrode an earlier decision by Kirkuk's provincial council to raise the Kurdish
regional flag over public institutions in Kirkuk city.
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Document (10) The Iragi court per court order 1008/K2017 dated on the 18" of
August 2017 overrode an earlier decision by Kirkuk's provincial council to raise the
Kurdish regional flag over public institutions in Kirkuk city.

However, the head of the provincial council of Kirkuk who was of
Kurdish descent, Rebwar Talabani, and the governor of Kirkuk
refused to abide by the Iraqi Parliament’s decision on 1st of April
2017. Talabani said Article 115 in the Iragi Constitution entitles the
284



Kirkuk Government to “make decisions on things which do not fall
within the authority of the federal government.”

The Deputy Speaker of the Iraqi Parliament, Aram Sheikh
Mohammed, stated that there was a political message behind the
decision to lower the Kurdistan flag in Kirkuk. Later, the Turkmen
Member of Parliament Niyazi Memaroglu collected signatures from
over 126 members of the Iraqi parliament and brought up the issue of
the hoisting of the Kurdish flag on the State building in Kirkuk as well
as the corrupt Kirkuk governor Najmadin Omer and the incompetent
administration of the Kirkuk governor.

The question of hoisting the Kurdish Regional Government flag on all
Iragi government buildings in Kirkuk created tension amongst the
Arabs, Turkmen, and Kurds. The Turkmen and Arab citizens in Kirkuk
asked, why it was now that the Kurdish governor had decided to hoist
the Kurdish Regional Government flag on all state buildings in
Kirkuk.

It could be argued that the raising of the KRG flag by Dr. Najmadin
Omar was due to a weak central government in Baghdad, combined
with the lack of instability and security in lIraq, as well as disunity
amongst the Turkmens parties and a lack of international support for
the Arabs and Turkmens.

The Kurdish expansion ideology with American support and the
occupation of the various towns by ISIL, combined with the drop in
oil prices, the crisis in Syria, the coup attempt in Tirkiye, the sudden
support of the US government to the terrorist groups PYD and YGP
with arms and logistical support, were all reasons to encourage the
Kurds to hoist the Kurdish flag on all governmental building.

In addition, the lack of unity amongst the Turkmen political parties
and the Kurdish aspiration to control the hub of Kirkuk oil inspired the
dream to establish the Kurdistan and Israeli plan, for the Kurdish flag
to be on all state buildings in Kirkuk. Although the Kurdish authority
was encouraged and supported by the Western countries in general and
especially the US with an ambition to fulfill the Israeli and American
agenda and plan to divide Irag and control its oil resources.

Therefore, the American and Israeli governments fully supported the
Kurdish plan for conducting the referendum by holding various
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conferences and media propaganda in various Western countries,
especially in the US. The view of many Iraqi political observers was
that the Kurdish parties were getting the green light and support from
the Americans, French, and British and would not have had such
courage to hoist the Kurdish flag on the government building and
challenge the central government in Baghdad without this support.
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Republic of Iraq
General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers

Legislation Office
Issue: K/2/2/27/ 311956
Date 10/2017

The Federal High Court/ The office of the Supreme Court
The organisations that are not linked to the Ministry.
All Governate / Governate Council, Head of the council

Subject: Resolution

Here with attached is the decision of the House of Parliament number
52 for the year 2017 that contains the approval of the House of
Parliament for the resignation of the Kirkuk government Najmadin
Omer from his position according to the legislation of Governmental,
item two-sevenths which is not enforced in the region and modified in
the year 2008. Please comply with this

Dr. Mahdi Muhsin Al_Alag
Secretary General of the Cabinet of Ministers
3/10/2017
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Republic of Iraq
House of Representatives

Date: 16/09/2017
Issue; S/L/1/9/1952

Subject: The Council's decision
The house representative
Number 52 for the year 2017

The members of the House of Representatives in its session eighteen
held on the date of September 14, 2017, of the legislative term and
based on the provisions of Article 59 issued the following resolution
dismissing the governor of Kirkuk Najmadin Omer from his position.

Dr. Salim Abdullah Al_Juburi
Chairman of the House of Representatives
September 2017
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Republic of Iraq
General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers

Legislation Office

Issue: K/2/2/17/ 321956

The Federal High Court/ The office of the Supreme Court
The organisation that are not linked to the Ministry.

All Governate / Governate Council, Head of the council

Subject: Resolution

Regards and greetings...

Here with attached is the decision of the House of Parliament number
52 for the year 2017 that contains the approval of the House of
Parliament for the resignation of the Kirkuk government Najmadin
Omer from his position according to the legislation of Governmental,
item 2/7 which is not enforced in the region and modified in the year
2008. Please comply with this

Dr. Mahdi Muhsin Al_Alag
Secretary General of the Cabinet of Ministers
3/10/2017
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Republic of Iraq
Prime Minister’s Office

To the House of Representatives
Office of the Prime Minister
Issue: M.R.W/S/2553

Date: 12/09/2017

To: The House of representative/ the office of President of the Council
Subject: Take legal action to be taken

According to the General Secretariat of the House of Representatives/
the parliament office, number H/L/1/9/292, the request, approval, and
signatures of the 124 members of the Iraqi parliament per document
number 1048 on 18/8/2017.

The head of the council minister had requested from your council the
resignation of the Kirkuk governing province because he is the root
cause of the Rift and breach of national unity in the province.
According to the powers vested under the term (7/Eight/2) According
to the powers vested under the non-regular period in the region.

We are requesting action to be taken against him.

Ayad Hussein Ubid
Director of the Director's Office of the Prime Minister and his absence
11/09/2017
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Republic of Iraq
General Secretariat of the House of Representatives

To the Prime Minister's Office
Subject: Resolution

Herewith enclosed special resolution for the hosting flag on the state
building. Only the Iraqi flag shall be hosted on the Kirkuk Governate
building. Also, the resolution of the Kirkuk council shall be abolished
that stated to hosting the Kurdish regional government flag on the
government building which was voted by the House of
Representatives in the numbered session twenty-two dated the
1/4/2017.

Assistant Secretary-General of the House of Representatives
Salah Jasim Alhumeyri

Deputy Secretary-General for Administrative Affairs
April 2017
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Republic of Iraq
House of Parliament
Issue: S/L1/9/51
Date: 14/9/2017
Parliamentary Decision
House of Parliament, Number (51) year 2017

The House of Parliament has decided in its session which was held on
the 12" of September 2017 from the first legislative term and
according to the provisions of Article 59, the following decision is
issued.

The House of the Federal Government per Article 109 of the Iraqi
Constitution preserves the unity of Iraq, its safety, independence, and
sovereignty, and obliges its members to Article 50 of the Iraqi
Constitution to ensure the safety of its lands and sovereignty.

However, the Iragi constitution has specified, exclusively, the cases in
which the Iragi people are satisfied in Articles (4) Fifth, (119) the
second (126) Second, second, third and fourth from the article (131)
Article (142), and Article (144), and amongst them was the
referendum for secession if the constitution vacates a party the
regulates the state that was confirmed by article 2 of the constitution.
Also, the holding of some areas outside of the Kurdish Regional
Government region a referendum scheduled to be held on twenty-five
violates Article 143 of the constitution.

According to article 1 article 59, article 109, and article 143.

1-Reject the referendum scheduled to be held in the Kurdish regional
government and the disputed territories including the city of Kirkuk,
also the suggested referendum is against the Iragi constitution and
threat to the unity and integration of Irag.
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Republic of Iraq
General Secretariat of the House of Representative
Parliament office

Date:
Issue:

2- The lIragi government shall bear the responsibility for the
integration and unity of the Republic of Irag. Also, all the decisions
are action that keeps the unity and integrity of Irag.

3- Bin both the Kurdish Regional Government and the Federal
Government in Baghdad to begin a serious dialogue to resolve and
address outstanding issues according to the constitution and laws in
force.

The reasons area:

Due to the threat posed by the referendum that was supposed to be
conducted by the Kurdish regional government for the unity and
disintegration of the Republic of Irag. This referendum will be a threat
to the stability and the unity of Irag. This referendum is also against
the Iragi constitution, per articles 1, 140, and 143.

Dr. Salim Abdullah Al_Juburi
Speaker of the House of representatives

September 2017
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Republic of Iraq
House of Representatives

To /The Prime Minister's Office

Subject: Parliament resolution

Herewith the attached Resolution No. 52, which was voted by the
Chamber of Deputies on 14 September 2017 at the session numbered
eighteen of the first legislative term.

With regards
Salahaddin Ahmed Abdul-Aziz

Secretary General of the House of Representatives
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Republic of Iraq
General Secretariat of the House of Representative
Parliament office

Issue: 169
Date: 16/09/2007

Honorable President of the House of Representative

The recommendation and resolution of session number 18
Thursday 14/ 09/2017

1. The approval was agreed on the voting on the request of the
Prime Minister including approval of the 128 members of the Iraqi
Parliament of the dismissal of the Kirkuk governor from his post.

2. A vote was approved on the approval of the immortalization
of the martyrs who were killed by the ISIL terrorist organisation and
accelerated the completion of these transactions and intensive care of
their wounded.

3. It was voted by agreeing to submit a vote on the dismissal of
the governor from the agenda.

4. The vote was approved with the removal of the governor,
Kirkuk, from his position.

5. \oting was approved by the irrigation bill.

General Director of the Parliamentary Department
16" September 2017
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Republic of Iraq

Prime Minister’s Office
Issue: S/2553

Date: 12/09/2017

Personnel and confidential and urgent
Subject: Conduct the legislation decision

Per the letter of the General Secretariat of the Council of Parliament/
Parliamentary Office Sh/L/1/9/292 and enclosed signed letter from
124 members of Parliament according to the letter numbered and
issued 1048 on 18/8/2017.

The directorate of the General Secretariat has requested from your
respected committee the resignation of the Kirkuk governor because
the unity of the city of Kirkuk has been subjected to the disintegration
and damage to the national unity of the province.

According to the power that you have given to your committee per
legislation 7/ Eight/2 of the province's legislation that is not regulated
in the regional government number 21 that has been modified in the
year 2008.

Please take the correct action per the legislation and let us the
outcome.

With Regards
Ayad Hussein Ubaid

Deputy of the Prime Minister's Office
11/9/2017
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Republic of Iraq
House of Parliament
Parliament decision
Parliament Office
Number 55 for the year 2017

1. The referendum that was held by the Kurdish regional
government is illegal and unconstitutional and against the Iraqi
legislation article 1 which clearly states the constitution guarantees
and secures the unity of the Republic of Iraq. Therefore, the
independent referendum will be null and void.

2. The commitment and obligation of the commander of the
armed forces to take all legal and constitutional measures to preserve
the unity of Irag and protect its citizens, and to issue orders to the
security forces to return and spread in all disputed areas, including the
city of Kirkuk according to the same as before 10/06/2014.

3. Confirmation of the implementation of decisions taken by the
Council of Ministers for National Security in its last session,
especially its decision to follow up the quarantine on the
implementation of the referendum, including the president of the
authority of the Kurdish regional government whose his mandate has
ended and bring them to trial in accordance with the executive laws of
the Iragi and including all other Kurdish employees working in the
institutions of the federal state.
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4. Close the entire border gate that is not under the control of the
central government, all the enter commaodities via these border gates and it is
considered as smuggled commodities, also we are calling the neighbouring
counties to assist us in implementing this decision.

5. The Kurdish region shall return all the oil wells in Kirkuk and the
disputed area to the central government in Baghdad. This oil field shall be
run by and Ministry of Qil in Baghdad and prevent any political parties in the
area from interfering in this issue.

6. The Kurdish region shall implement the resolution and the order of
the government high commission court order in general especially the
implementation of a court order that is related to the resignation of Kirkuk
province governor.

7. The Iragi central government shall call all the ambassadors and
foreign government representatives in the Kurdish government to inform
them of the closure of these embassies and to be transferred to other Iraqgi
provinces.

8. The president of Irag shall be considered the person the person in
charge of the unity of the country and he carries his duty as normal per
Acrticle 67 of the Iragi constitution.

9. It is important to emphasize national unity far away from the
national identity.
10. The government commitment to return all the displaced people to

their region and the government shall provide all the facilities and materials
needed to implement this decision including the reconstruction of affected
areas.

11. The Kurdish governmental employees shall continue in their current
jobs if there is no proof that they had participated in the Kurdish independent
referendum.

12. To maintain the national social ties with the Kurdish citizens as a
basic component of the Iraqi people.
13. The government should not accept conditional dialogue until after

the results of the referendum are cancelled.
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Republic of Iraq
President Office

Official Resolution
Number (73)

According to item seventh of the legislation article (73) of the
legislation and article (7)/Eight/ of the province’s resolution for region
number (21) for the year 2008 and modified, according to the decision
of the House of Parliament t, implement the following.

The dismissal of Najmadin Omer from the Kirkuk governor position
This resolution is valid from this date and shall be published in the
governmental newspaper.

Foud Masum
President of Iraqg
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42 THE REASONS AND ACCUSATIONS FOR THE
DISMISSAL OF THE KIRKUK GOVERNOR DR.
NAJMADIN OMER

The Kirkuk governor Dr. Najmadin Omar violated the provisions of
the Constitution and the violation of federal laws and committed many
serious violations while he was working as Kirkuk governor. As a
result of his abuse of power, a letter was sent to Haider al-Abadi, the
Prime Minister of Irag, calling on him to use the powers as prescribed
in Article 7/VI11.2 of the provincial law No. 21 of 2008 that was
amended by House of Representatives for the dismissal of the Kirkuk
governor Najmadin Omar from his position, for misusing his position
for non-functional purposes and caused waste of public funds and
mismanagement of his duty.

According to paragraph (VI11.1 of the above article), there was enough
evidence to persuade the council and the House of Representatives to
vote for the dismissal of the Kirkuk governor for following a violation
and for irregularity reasons.

Najmadin Omar received a sum of ten million dollars monthly from
the Kurdistan Regional Government and considered the received
amount of money as the province share from province's oil exported
by the KRG abroad. Najmadin Omar deposited the sum of the money
in the KRG Banks in Erbil without depositing it in the federal banks
or the Kirkuk banks, and without the sum being subjected to the
checks of the Office of Federal Financial Control.

In addition, these irregularities, and the received money from the KRG
did not match the volume of exported quantities of oil from Kirkuk
and finally exported oil from the fields of the Kirkuk province and did
not pass through the gate of Sumo Company as required by the federal
budget law for 2017.

Najmadin Omar as chairperson of the security committee in the
province of Kirkuk failed to take proper actions and measures that
would end the violence and crime that prevailed in the province. He
was not even able to stop or eradicate the number of kidnappings,
assassinations, and armed robberies in the city of Kirkuk.
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Najmadin Omar failed to stop citizens’ intimidation and confiscation
of their properties by the Kurdish party and militia members. It was
the view of many citizens in Kirkuk, that Najmadin Omar
dramatically failed to take proper action against the Kurdish
perpetrators and Kurdish militia.
He did not take any suitable measures to deter the criminals and
perpetrators and he failed to take proper steps to reveal and expose the
perpetrators who conducted the assassination of many prominent
politicians and intellectual figures who were assassinated in suspicious
and ambiguous circumstances.
Najmadin Omar did not pursue the crimes of assassinations of many
Turkmen and Arab personalities in the province. The overwhelming
majority of these assassinations were conducted for political reasons
or administrative or security, and he did not disclose those crimes or
the perpetrators who conducted these despicable acts. In other words,
he was protecting the criminals who were members of the Kurdish
political parties and who were responsible for these crimes.
Najmadin Omar paid the salaries of the employees of the Kirkuk
Police Directorate despite orders issued by the Ministry of the Interior
that the salaries of the police should not be paid for November 11,
2015, and he forced the employees of the Directorate of the
Governorate Treasury to spend them in violation of the law.
He approved various contracts with the Kurdish political parties who
were not on the list in the provincial council to spend the budgets that
were allocated from petrodollars for the operational budget which was
contrary to the rules of exchange approved by the budget law and
federal laws related. These contracts were conducted without proper
bidding, but it was implemented by direct approaches to the Kurdish
contractors and not announced to the other tenders. The
implementation of these contracts was contrary to the instructions of
the implementation of government contracts and made those referrals
limited to specific companies and exclusion of many companies, who
were more efficient technically and financially.
Najmadin managed all powers in his office such as.
Approvals for the sale or purchase of real estate within the province.
Approvals for housing settlement in the province.
Approvals for the transfer of employees to and from the province.

314



Approvals for the transfer of furniture within the governmental
building in Kirkuk.

Approvals for the appointment of employees and day laborers.
Approvals for the transfer of ration card which was issued by the
previous government of Saddam Hussein.

Najmadin Omar rejected many applications for approval that are
linked and related to Turkmen and Arab citizens without providing
any suitable reasons and explanations. He kept all official files,
administration applications, and an employment application file for
the Turkmen and Arabs in his office without having been approved or
processed for several months and without providing any suitable
explanation for this delay.

Najmadin Omar completely refrained from attending the meetings of
the Supreme Commission for Coordination between the provinces,
which was chaired by the Prime Minister. He prevented the individual
employee who wished to represent the province in those meetings.
Najmadin Omar’s objective was to cut off all the links between the
province of Kirkuk and the federal authorities, even though Kirkuk
was not within the frame of the KRG. This was a clear violation of the
provision’s legislation and Article (45) of the Governorate Law No. 21
of 2008 amendment. .

Najmadin Omar personally requested the provincial council in Kirkuk
to take a decision to raise the KRG flag above the estate buildings and
the departments of the province in Kirkuk. This decision was a clear
violation and contrary to the provision’s resolution of the Constitution
that clearly stated that only the Iragi flag shall be hosted above the
governmental and Estate building. But instead of Najmadin Omar
implementing the administrative court ruling including the abolition of
the Council's decision by only raising only Iraqi flag Najmadin Omar
completely rejected the decision of the parliament and the judiciary.
He also, refrained from conducting the decision of the House of
Representatives to raise only the Iragi flag on the governmental
building and he continued raising the Kurdish Regional government
flag on the governmental building.

Najmadin Omar officially requested the Kurd-controlled provincial
council, to decide to include the city of Kirkuk within the Kurdish
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independent referendum in the province of Kirkuk as it was holding in
the other three provinces of the Kurdish Regional Government.
Although the Kurdish referendum in northern Iraq on 25 September
2017 was rejected by the Turkmen and Arabs in Kirkuk, the Kurdish
parties decided to hold the referendum in Kirkuk on 25 September
2017.

The city of Kirkuk sits fully outside the boundaries of the territory
specified by Article (143) of the Constitution, and it follows the
federal government. However, including the province of Kirkuk
within the Kurdish independent referendum was an alternation and
violation of Article (23/V) of the Elections Law Provincial Councils
No0.36 of 2008 amended.

Najmadin Omar failed the implementation of many resolutions and
decisions that were issued by the federal ministries for political
reasons, and without consideration of the public interest whereas he
implemented other decisions that benefited the Kurdish ethnic groups
in Kirkuk. He was accused of numerous corruption cases. These and
other accusations were in the process of investigation by the Integrity
Commission.

The corruption cases were associated with the development projects in
Kirkuk, council contracts, and the waste of public money that was
allocated to the Kirkuk province from the petrodollar program.
Najmadin Omar toured various places in Kirkuk, which was not part
of KRG.

He was accompanied by a number of official KRG supporters and he
was encouraging hatred and making propaganda for the Kurdish
Independent Referendum.

Najmadin Omar continuously acted against the Iragi constitution and
federal laws.

He refrained from implementing the decisions of the Council of
Deputies and Judgments. Najmadin Omar's actions became a factor of
instability and provocation of the Turkmen and Arabs in the province,
and his presence became a major threat to the peaceful coexistence
between its people.

Najmadin became the biggest threat to the unity of the country as he
continuously aimed to change the constitutional status of the province
of Kirkuk.
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However, after a long discussion in the Iragi parliament, a decision
was taken by the Iraqi members of Parliament, and a majority decision
was made to sack the corrupt and incompetent Kirkuk governor
Najmadin Omer. He refused to leave his position and refused to
comply with the Iragi government's decisions per a document [Doc.8]

and [Doc.9].
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Republic of Iraq
House of Parliament
Issue: 1048

Date: 18/08/200

Honorable Speaker of the Iragi Council of Representatives
Subject: Administrative and financial corruption

While appreciating the efforts of the Presidency, the Council of
Representatives and the Iragi government in following up on corruption files
that are rampant in some local governments, which have recently led to legal
measures being taken against violators and to enhance the oversight role of
the esteemed Iragi Council of Representatives, we enclose for you herewith
lists of signatures of (124) members of the Council of Representatives who
They demand that legal measures be taken regarding corruption files related
to the governor of Kirkuk and to follow up the action of the Iraqi Integrity
and Judiciary Commission regarding him, as we see that it is clear that there
is no seriousness in activating dozens of lawsuits filed against him since the
years 2013 and 2014, in addition to receiving ten million dollars a month
from the Kurdistan Regional Government and not Its creation at the expense
of the local government two years ago, its non-compliance with the decisions
of the House of Representatives, the recommendations and directives of the
federal government, and its lack of commitment in implementing the
decisions of the Iraqgi judiciary.

Member of the Iragi Parliament
Niyazi Mimaroglu

Please accept our thanks and appreciation.
Attachments
(8) The lists of signatures, gentlemen of the House of Representatives,
starting with sequence 1 Niazi Mimar Oghul, with sequence 124 Sajida
Muhammad Yunus. (5) Tables for a total of 64 lawsuits.
copy to/

Document (24)
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Ministry of Foreigner Affairs

Embassy of the Republic of Iraq / Beirut
Issue: 9/1/ return- Beirut-1129

Date: 27/05/2019

Subject: Enlightening ethnic Najm Al-Din Mar Karir Al-Tawarghi

You fully agree with the recovery file of the Iragi suspect Al-Najm Al-Din
Omar Karim Al-Lagray (reported by Al-Banna with the letter from the
Judicial Council / Presidency of the Public Prosecution numbered
92/10203/2018 on 5/27/2019, an arrest warrant was issued against him by the
Kirkuk Investigation Court for embezzling five cars Various types owned by
the Kirkuk Governorate Office.

Given that the film fulfills the conditions and controls stipulated in Articles (1
and 7) of the Convention on the Extradition of Criminals between Irag and
Lebanon for the year 1929 AD, we hope that a file for extradition should be
created with the competent Lebanese judicial authorities to consider the
matter of its extradition to Irag pending the case requested by the provisions
of Article (316) of The Iraqi Punishment Law, knowing that the file is in the
hands of the positions of the Integrity Commission and the Recovery
Department (Haider Sadoun Abdul Hussein, legal advisor, Amin Nasser

Kindly review and confirm receipt and inform us.

Rajeh Mousawi
Head of the legal department 5/27/2019

Document (27)
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There are several court cases complain against the Kirkuk governor
Najmadin Omer Karim that were submitted to the Kirkuk High Court

and waiting to be investigated.
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No Number Issued Subject
1 MT 119/13 K3/2013 | Thermal paint
2 MT 175/13 K/2013 | Nasab Almuazi
MT 165/13 1/2013 Investment certificate issued by the investment company
4 MT 152/13 1/2013 Surveillance camera system
5 MT 179/13 1/2013 The requirement of the Kirkuk power station
6 MT 166/13 2/2013 The project of development of the entrance to Kirkuk
and Baghdad city, Technical Institute, Damuz crossover
7 MT 183/13 1/2013 Pile supply and check project
8 MT 190/13 1/2013 Bulan Company Kv and the establishment of 11/3Kv
power station and installation machinery near the Tariq
plant
9 MT 169/13 2/2013 Having contact with various projects without having the
approval of the Kirkuk municipally
10 MT 181/13 11/2013 | The paving Waseti Neighbourhood streets
11 MT 321/13 1/2013 The list of contractors
12 MT 222/13 8/2013 Training the labour and conducting project
13 MT 177/13 /2013 Khaldan company for paving the Musela.
neighbourhood and adjacent neighbourhood
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29 | MT86/13 K 22/2014 | The Taakhi project on the land registered M51KT

30 | MT189/13 K4/2014 Paving a road of Tulki - Dermanaw
31 | MT 13/175 K2014 Municipality asphalt plant

No | Number Issued Subject
14 | MT 271/13 K 2013 | Installation of the electricity to Tiba and Sharifg
village

15 | MT 172/13 K 2013 | Paving Wahid Huzayran and Abdul Rahman
Khalef Ibrahim Khalil streets

16 | MT 174/13 K 2013 | The Thika and construction general company, the
establishment of the national ID and certificate

17 | MT 171/13 K 2013 | The One Huzayran paving / behind Nur market

18 | MT 1932 Purchasing Toyota cars without the approval of
the Committee
19 | MT 10/13 K/1/ The Chamchaga village, stone, and paved road
2014
20 | MT 11/13 K/1} Alu Mahmood road
2014

21 | MT 13/13 K/1/ The Property Registration office in Dubis
2014

22 | MT 79/13 K/1/ The lighting of the sub_district of Dubis
2014

23 | MT 38/13 K/2/ The project of building the Electricity office
2014
24 | MT 155/13 K 2014 | Tower of 33 K in Rashad

25 | MT184/13 K/1/ Project of pacing a part road around Kirkuk

2013
26 | MT195/13 K/1/ Institute of Technology, the project of transferring
2013 the rainwater in the Hay Alaskeri neighbourhood
27 | MT196/13 K/1/ Paving the Hay Al_Sinaie project and building a
2013 school with twelve classrooms in Hay

Al_Khathraie
28 | MT173 K 2013 | Building a bridge that links Baghdad Road to
the city of Kirkuk

32 | MT13/59 K/2014 The establishment of three hundred housing units

33 | MT13/77/K/2014 Paving a road between Sheikh lbrahim village and Tag-Taq
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Ng Number Issued | Subject
34| 1507 21/4/2014 | Areport on the establishment of the governate and committee
35| 802 21/5/2012 | A project of supplying machinery and equipment for Abdul Rassul
trade company
36| 13756/8/2012 | The attack on the members of the Kurda Mir village
37| 2067 7/11/2012 | The provisional Sataih Al_Kabir Road that links to the
Nasiriyah city
38| 12223/1/2013 | Hay Al_askeri bridge
39| 13027/1/2013 | The project's implementation is given to the district of Zab.
40| 9521/1/2013 Investigation into the Shorja tunnel
376 29/2/2013 | Areport of the visiting committee for economics and finance for
41 development of the entrance city of Erbil and Sahat Altayaran
42| 435 28/2/1013| Khalden company for work given in all Kirkuk
43| 360-523 Administration investigation/A complaint by Mr. Mohammed Khather
18/2/2013
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Ng Number Issued | Subject
44| 218 5/2/2013 Administration inquiry
45| 219 5/2/2013 The complaint of the Hay Al_Wasiti neighbourhood behind the Sheikh
Mosque
46| 641 18/3/2013 The complaints of the Hay_Alasra and Mafqudin neighbourhood
47| 1071 21/7/2013 | A complaint by Mr. Jabar Karim Mohammed for the implementation.
of Game City project
48| 1445 16/7/2013 | A complaint by the Sultan Sagi neighbourhood for bad paving
49| 1093 26/5/2013 | Approval of the children playground permission investment
50| 1103 26/5/2013 | Transmitting electricity to Albu Ali village
51| 1330 24/6/2013 | Media/ The destruction of the Al_abasi park
51| 1194 5/6/2013 A complaint by the citizen Wafaie Khalid

326




No | Number Issued Subject

53 | 1374 2/7/2013 The priority of the Zon project and Zozuk and Saqger Al-Manar
company

54 | 1327 12/06/2013 | Quotation

55 | 1107-126 A complaint was made by Al_Multaga about the lack of annual share

26/05/2013 for the projects
56 | 1833b24/09/2013 | Establishment of parks and planting trees in Kirkuk
57 | 2030 3/11/2013 Various companies
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58 1977 23/10/2013

The transportation of water in Rahim Awa and Penja Ali

59 2462 29/12/2013

Establishment of a housing estate near Husseiniya AL

Mustafa in Dumez

60 722 07/04/2014 Project of sports supplies
61 1089 03/06/2014 Project of supplying Trust Bring
62 1204-1316 Accumulated penalties and reserved material

18/6/2014

24/7/2014
63 1483 2/10/2014 Project of paving roads in Amsha village and Murie village
64 1507 21/10/2014 Installation of water e

Reservoir for Sheikh lbrahim village in the district of Dubis
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S. CHAPTER FIVE
5.1 KURDISH INDEPENDENT REFERENDUM

Historically most of the population in Kirkuk were Turkmen, but
during the dictatorship of the ousted Saddam Hussein, many Arab
families were brought into Kirkuk under the Saddam Hussein regime
and both the Turkmen and Kurdish families were forced out to
change the area's ethnography, under a policy termed "Arabization”.
As a result of that policy, the Arab population increased dramatically
in Kirkuk whereas the Turkmen population reduced.
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Figure (201) Percentage of ethnic groups in Kirkuk in 1957

After the fall of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003, the Kurds
began returning to Kirkuk with the help of the Kurdish militia. The
Kurdish parties began bringing Kurdish families from Syria, Iran,
Tirkiye, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, and Dohuk and resettling them in
Kirkuk. The aim was to change the area's ethnography of the city of
Kirkuk, under a new policy termed "Kurdification" in the event of an
eventual referendum on whether the city should be part of a future
Kurdistan or remain as a part of the Republic of Irag.

As a result of a weak central government in Baghdad, the lack of
security and stability in the region persisted. This led to the thriving of
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both the PKK and the ISIL terrorist groups in northern Irag.
Consequently, in 2014 the ISIL terrorists attacked the city of Mosul,
causing the fleeing of Iraqi forces from the city. ISIL
fighters attempted to secure more territories in northern Iraq shortly
after taking over the city of Mosul and establishing their so-called
“Islamic caliphate state” across the northwest of Iraq.

The occupation of the city of Mosul by ISIL terrorists resulted in a
fleeing of Iraqi troops that were stationed in Kirkuk, and this caused a
power vacuum. Consequently, the KRG took advantage of the power
vacuum and sent troops to the city of Kirkuk, claiming that the city of
Kirkuk is a part of the KRG, instead of dispatching their troops to the
city of Mosul to fight the ISIL terrorists from advancing on to the city
of Mosul. The Kurdish militia was more interested in controlling
Kirkuk oil fields rather than fighting the ISIL terrorist group.

In the view of many Iraqi observers, the city of Kirkuk is an
important town for the KRG because a quarter of the Iraqi oil
reserves are found around this area. It has one of the biggest oil
fields in the country with more than 6% of the world's oil
coming from this area with Iraq having the world’s second
largest proven oil reserves. After controlling the city of Kirkuk
and its oil fields the KDP militia, the KRG began exploring and
exporting about 550,000 barrels of oil a day, including oil from
fields near Kirkuk, earning about $8 billion annually.

The earned profits from the export of oil were taken by the KRG and
none of these profits were spent on the city of Kirkuk. Due to the US
administration’s interest in the oil in northern Irag, it encouraged the
US administration to support the Kurdish leader Masoud Barzani's
administration to remain in power to control northern Iraq.

The smuggled oil from Kirkuk province by the Kurdish administration
was exported through Turkish pipelines and sold mostly to Israel and
other Western countries at a lower price. The families of the Kurdish
leader Masoud Barzani, some prominent Kurdish politicians, and the
ISIL terrorist organisation were intimately involved in this business.
Despite billions of incomes from the illegal sale of oil, funds were
going into the pockets of the Masoud Barzani family while the
ordinary Kurdish citizens were not benefitting at all from oil profits.
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The continuation of a weak central government in Baghdad had
encouraged the Kurdish Regional Government to conduct a
referendum in three lraqi cities Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, and Duhok
which is controlled by the KRG. With the presence and support of the
Kurdish military forces in Kirkuk, the KRG was able to include the
city of Kirkuk in the Kurdish independent referendum, even though
the city of Kirkuk is not within the KRG administrative border.

The Kurdish Regional Government exports around 565,000 barrels of crude a day,
about the same amount as OPEC member Qatar
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Figure (202) the crude oil exported by the KRG per day.

The KRG decision to include the city of Kirkuk within the Kurdish
independent referendum was completely opposed by the Turkmen,
Arabs, central government in Baghdad, Turkiye, Iran, and all countries
in the world except Israel. The Kurdish independent referendum in
Kirkuk was boycotted by the Turkmen and Arabs. Both rejected the
participation in the Kurdish independent referendum. The Turkmen
and Arabs in Kirkuk considered the Kurdish independent referendum
unconstitutional and against the will of the people in Kirkuk. The
Kurdish independent referendum in northern Irag alarmed many
Arabs and Turkmen, but both groups were conflicted as they preferred
to live under Iraq’s central government rather than under the control of
the Kurdish regional government. All Arab countries including the
Republic of Turkiye and the Islamic Republic of Iran opposed the
Kurdish independent referendum.
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However, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu who was
serving as a member of the Knesset and Chairman of the Likud party
openly supported the Kurdish independent referendum, and he
considered it as a legitimate right for the Kurds.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared that “The Kurds
have been and will continue to be reliable and long-term allies of
Israel since they are, like us, a minority group in the region. “He
added that the Kurdish referendum is “the legitimate efforts of the
Kurdish people to attain a state of its own.” In addition, the late Israeli
president Shimon Peres pledged support to the Iraqi Kurds and their
quest for statehood, with hundreds in the Kurdistan region paying
their respects to the former Israeli president when he died in 2016.
Beyond economic cooperation between the state of Israel and the
KRG, lIsrael's ongoing policy of support for Iragi Kurdish separatism
continued, including in the areas of intelligence, and technology.

The KRG always denied a link with Israel, but the first official
acknowledgment that Israel had provided aid to the Iragi Kurds was
after the toppling of the Saddam Hussein government in 2003. Israel's
acknowledgment that they had provided aid to the Iragi Kurds extends
as far back as 1980 when Prime Minister Menachem Begin revealed
that Israel had supported the Kurdish rebels during their uprising
against the Iragis between 1965 and 1975.

Israel had sent arms and ammunition to the Kurdish rebels during their
uprising against the Saddam Hussein regime in Iraq between 1965 and
1975 with the aim of destabilizing lIraq. Also, Israel supported the
Kurdish rebels with propaganda campaigns in Europe, provided a
training course for Kurdish medics, created schoolbooks in Kurdish
languages, and opened a mobile hospital in northern Irag.
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referendum, and shows Masoud Barzani, the Jewish lobby, and advisers who were
helping him to annex northern Irag. The photo includes Jared Corey Kushner who was
senior advisor to the US president, Cohen, the French man Henry Bernard, John
Kenneth Galbraith the American Ambassador for Croatia, the deputy of Paul Bremer
who was administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority of Iraq, Fakhri Karim,
who is the director of the daily Arabic newspaper Al_Mada.

While Israeli military aid was placed on the back burner between 1975
and the nineties of the last century, Kurdish officials continuously
denied that they had links with the Israeli government. However,
according to a report published in the New Yorker magazine in 2004,
the Israeli military and intelligence operatives were active in Kurdish
areas in lIraq providing training for commando units. Israel used the
North of Iraq as a base to obtain intelligence on Irag, and Iran
especially when the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. The
Kurdish rebel leader Mullah Mustafa Barzani, the father of KRG
president Masoud Barzani continuously gained the support of Mossad,
Israel’s intelligence agency during his numerous independence
struggles against the central government in Baghdad.
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Figure (204) This is a piece of Saddam Hussein's giant artillery; the length of the
artillery is 150 meters and its shell reaches 600 miles this piece was confiscated by a
British museum and currently is kept at Southampton Museum in the U.K. The
engineer who designed this artillery was assassinated by the Israeli sect service
Mossad.
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Figure (205) Kurds flying an Israeli flag and Kurdish flags during an event to urge
people to vote in the upcoming independence referendum.
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Figure (206) Kurds flying an Israeli flag and Kurdish flags during an event to urge
people to vote in the upcoming independence referendum.
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Figure (207) Kurds flying an Israeli flag and Kurdish flags dung an event to urge
eople to vote in the upcoming independence referendum.
SN ey
oy

Figure (208) photo of caricature commenting on the Kurdish independent referendum.

During the Kurdish referendum carried out by the KRG, the American
administration in Washington came up with an alternative proposal to
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the Kurds for the referendum, but Masoud Barzani rejected the
American proposal, which suggested canceling the referendum and
entering into negotiations with the central government in Baghdad to
decide the future the city of Kirkuk with facilitation by the United
States.

The Kurds rejected the American proposal, and they tried to annex
more land from Iraq while Irag was under occupation. In the view of
many observers in Iraq, after the occupation of Irag by the USA in
2003, the Iragi Kurds were too confident that they would be able to
annex the city of Kirkuk to the Kurdish Regional Government region.
Also, the United States Secretary of State Rex Tillerson stated on the
24" of September that “ir will not recognise the Kurdish referendum
that was carried out on the 25™ of September 2017 in Iragi Kurdistan.
“The vote and the results lack legitimacy, and we continue to support
a united, federal, democratic, and prosperous Irag," Tillerson said in a
statement.

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
September 15,2017

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Kurdistan Regional Government’s Proposed Referendum

The United States does not support the Kurdistan Regional Government's intention to hold a referendum later this
month. The United States has repeatedly emphasized to the leaders of the Kurdistan Regional Government that the
referendum is distracting from efforts to defeat ISIS and stabilize the liberated areas. Holding the referendum

in disputed areas is particularly provocative and destabilizing. We therefore call on the Kurdistan Regional
Government to call off the referendum and enter into serious and sustained dialogue with Baghdad, which the
United States has repeatedly indicated it is prepared to facilitate.

Figure (214) The American released a statement showing that does not support the
Kurdish independent referendum in Iraq.

The Kurdish referendum for independence was a nonbinding
referendum and was fully opposed by all the countries in the region
except for the state of Israel. But the officials from Baghdad, Iran,
Tirkiye, the UN, and the US led a coalition and lobbied hard to
exclude Kirkuk from the referendum or to postpone the Kurdish
referendum for independence in all areas.
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@statedeptspox

.@WhiteHouse: The US does not
support the Kurdistan Regional
Government holding a referendum.
It is distracting and destabilizing.

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
IEDIATE RELEASE
5. 2017

Figure (209) The American released a statement showing that does not support the
Kurdish independent referendum in Iraq.

The KRG's refusal to agree to these terms influenced the Iragi army to
plan for redeployment in the city of Kirkuk.

However, on the 25th of September 2017, a Kurdish independence
referendum was held by the Kurds in areas that were under their
control, including the city of Kirkuk, which prompted Baghdad to
change its policy towards the KRG. Regardless of this, after the
referendum, the Kurdish authorities stated that the Kurdish
referendum had been successful with 93 percent of the Kurdish people
voting for “Yes” for independence.

After t conducting the Kurdish referendum, there was jubilation
amongst the Kurds. The Kurds celebrated by hosting and carrying a
Kurdish and Israeli flag, and this action angered a lot of people in the
region. The hosting of an Israeli flag by the Kurds after the Kurdish
referendum was passed, inflamed many Iragis who considered them as
traitors. In the view of many observers, the Kurdish behaviour
demonstrated that the Iragi Kurds had no loyalty towards Iraq, and this
was evident throughout the history of Iraq.
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Figure (210) Kurdish people opeﬁly voteTi several times and there was a widespread
of forgery.

Following the Kurdish referendum, the Iragi parliament held an
emergency meeting and voted in favour of the dismissal of all public
sector Kurdish employees who had participated in illegal voting in the
Kurdish referendum. The Iragi court ordered the arrest of those
instrumental in forming an independent commission that led to the
referendum.

The implementation of the Kurdish referendum by the Kurdish
Regional Government angered the Republic of Turkey, the Republic
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of Iraq, and the Islamic Republic of Iran and as a result of this
referendum, an urgent meeting was held between these three countries
to discuss measures required to be taken towards the Kurdish Regional
Government in response.

In the meantime, the Prime Minister of lIraq, Haider al-Abadi had
warned the Kurdish leaders that the Kurdish independence referendum
was a threat to the Iraqi territory integrity, and he threatened to act
against the KRG unless the Kurds annulled, also he stated that the
result of the referendum was determined as illegal and
unconstitutional.

The Kurdish referendum was completely opposed and rejected by
both Turkmen and Arabs, whereas the Kurds in northern Iraq were
overwhelmingly in favour of Kurdish independence. Nevertheless, the
central government in Baghdad heaped pressure on the KRG and
demanded that they cancel the Kurdish independent referendum. Also,
the Iraqi parliament urged the Iragi central government to send troops
to take control of vital oil fields held by Kurdish forces.

At this time Iraq and Turkish armies started joint exercises near the
KRG border. The Turkish and Iragi military drills on the KRG border
put additional pressure on the KRG to cancel their overwhelming
support for independence.

Because of the pressure applied by the Iragi and Turkish governments
on the KRG, a foreign airline began suspending flights to Kurdish
airports in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. The Iragi Civil Aviation
Authority banned international flights to Erbil and Sulaymaniyah.
However, although there was pressure to cancel the Kurdish
Independent Referendum by the Turkish and Iragi authorities, the
Kurdish authorities rejected Baghdad’s demands that they should
annul the referendum as a condition for dialogue.

After a few days of meetings and negotiations between KRG and Iraq,
Tdrkiye, Iran, which led to a deadlock, the consequences of which
forced the Iraqi, Turkish, and Iranian governments to take several
actions against the KRG.

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi stated that a proviso to hold any
dialogue with the KRG would require that Kurdish leaders hand over
all the oil fields in Kirkuk and other disputed areas that fell under
Kurdish control.
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The Iragi central government demanded that the Kurdish Regional
Government hand the border control gate on the Turkish border to
central government control, but the KRG rejected the Iraqi central
government's demands.

Then, an urgent meeting was held in the Dukan district in northern
Irag between the leadership of both Kurdish parties KDP and PUK,
and the Iraqi president Fuad Masum also attended the meeting, who is
also a PUK member. The meeting ended in the district of Dukan with
a Kurdish affirmation of national unity in the face of all pressure. The
Kurdish authority in northern Iraq refused to cancel the referendum
result published in a press statement released by Hemin Hawrami, a
senior assistant to Kurdistan president Masoud Barzani.

However, the Kirkuk governor Dr. Najmadin Omer Karim released a
statement encouraging the Kurdish people to carry arms and to block
the roads in Kirkuk, revolting against the lraqi army and PMU.
However, some armed civilian Kurds took to the streets of the city of
Kirkuk, carrying arms and vowing to defend their land.

At this time, serious negotiations were conducted between Iraqi
officials and the Kurdish Regional Government but again, both the
KDP and PUK rejected any demands to nullify the referendum results
and they refused to accept any preconditions imposed on them before
any talks with the central government in Baghdad.

The situation was tense between the KRG and the central government
while negotiations were ongoing in Baghdad. The Kurdish KDP party
in Kirkuk facilitated hundreds of PKK terrorists from the districts of
Daquq, Makhmur, and Zap area to descend on Kirkuk to participate in
the fighting against the Iragi army and hashed al-Shaabi “PMU”. This
action by the KDP party angered the Iraqi government, the Turkmen,
the Arabs, and the Turkish Republic. But Dr. Najmadin Omer Karim, a
Kurdish governor of Kirkuk province, responded to this accusation of
the presence of the PKK terrorists in Kirkuk with a statement denying
the presence of the PKK terrorists in Kirkuk.
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Figure (211) PKK terrorists in Kirkuk who are being brought
KRG.

\

by the KDP party and

Najmadin Omer stated that it was just “a handful of Iraqi Kurds who
were sympathizers of the P.K.K.’s goals who had arrived in Kirkuk
that weekend and that they were not P.K.K. members and they were
not armed.

The statement released by Dr. Najmadin Omer was not true. The PKK
terrorists have been listed in most of Europe, the USA, and Turkish as
terrorist groups. [Doc.25]

The Kurdish regional Government's main aim in bringing the PKK
terrorists to Kirkuk and the surrounding region was to change the
demography of the city of Kirkuk and to terrorize the Turkmens and
Arabs
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Document (25) Shows the KDP councilor of the sub-district of Daquq forwarding a
confidential letter to the chief Kurdish police requesting to open a headquarters for the
PKK terrorists in Daqug.




Republic of Iraq
Kirkuk Govern ring Committee.
District of Daqug Committee

Issue: 267
Date: 6/5/2015
To: The Daquq Police Station

Subject: No objection

There is no objection from outside to opening a headquarters for the
PKK in the district of Daquq in conjunction with Daquq police and
security department to service the security of the citizens in Daqug.

With regards

Dr. Amir Kheda Keram Mohammed

Head of the Daqug Council Committee

6/5/2015

Figure (25) Document shows the KDP councilor of the sub-district of

Daquqg forwarding a confidential letter to the chief Kurdish police
requesting to open a headquarters for the PKK terrorists in Daqug.

344



Before moving the Iragi troops to the city of Kirkuk, the tensions
between the KRG militia and Popular Mobilisation Units near Kirkuk
were extremely tense and volatile. By the afternoon of Saturday 14th
October 2017, news broke in the city of Kirkuk that the Iraqgi forces
had issued a statement stating that 2.00 pm was the final deadline for
the Kurdish forces to withdraw from Kirkuk but Iragi officials in
Kirkuk called the reports false. On the evening of the 14th of October,
the Iraqi army used helicopters to drop leaflets on the population in
Kirkuk stating that the Iragi army was continuing to liberate the city
of Kirkuk.

On the 15th Sunday of October 2017, a deadline was given by the
Iragi central government to the Kurdish forces to withdraw from
contested areas (Kirkuk) or face unspecified consequences, but by the
time the deadline lapsed, the Kurdish militias remained in their
positions in Kirkuk. The Kurdish militia ignored the Iraqgi central
government's demands and the Kurds firmly continued to refuse to
comply with the request from the Iragi government.
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Figure (212) leaflets were thrown to the citizens in Kirkuk by the Iragi army arguing
the people to support the Iragi army and the Iragi army continues to liberate the
occupied cities and towns.

Prior to the liberation of the city of Kirkuk, the Iragi government
surrounded the city of Kirkuk and shut down overseas flights in the
Kurdish international airports in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah, as a result
of this, many foreigners stationed in the city of Kirkuk left the city and
headed to the city of Erbil.
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By late Sunday 15th October 2017, Iraq’s foreign ministry announced
that Iran closed its borders with Irag near the Kurdish region as
requested by the Iragi government. The situation on the ground in the
city of Kirkuk was unclear and chaos ensued resulting in people living
in fear, worry, and uncertainty. The Kurdish police and security
service were dismayed and were scattered over the city of Kirkuk.

The Turkmen parties in Kirkuk and the Turkish government were
continuously monitoring the situation in the city of Kirkuk to ensure
the Turkmens in Kirkuk would not be subjected to harm and result in a
massacre as was the case in 1959, where hundreds of Turkmens were
killed by the Kurdish communist militia.

On the same day, Dr. Najmadin Omer the Kurdish governor of Kirkuk
released a statement and called upon the public in the city of Kirkuk to
fight the lrag army and stated that “the city of Kirkuk will be a
graveyard for the Iraq army”. Ironically, he was one of the first people
who escaped from the city of Kirkuk and took the money of the
Kirkuk governorate treasure which was estimated to be a million
dollars. [50] whereas Kamal Karikokly, the Kurdish commander for
the district of Dibis area, before the liberation of Kirkuk, Kamal
Karikokly reported to the Kurdish media and TV station that he
expected an attack by government forces at any time and that if they
tried to attack, the result would be “bad for them (Iraqi army) and for
us, and the whole region.”

Before the Iragi armed forces and PMUs attack on the city of Kirkuk,
Kamal Karikokly and Dr. Najmadin Kareem Omer were two of the
first people to run away from the city of Kirkuk to Erbil without
putting up any military resistance against the Iragi armed forces and
popular mobilization unit’s “PMU” (Hashed al-Shaabi).

However, late on Sunday 15th of October 2017, the president of the
KRG Masoud Barzani, released a statement and offered negotiation
with the central government in Baghdad on Kirkuk and other issues,
without conditions. In response to this, the Iragi Prime Minister Mr.
Abadi had said “he will not negotiate unless the Kurds annul the
referendum results” carried out on the 25th of September 2017.

%0Former Kirkuk governor Najmadin Karim accused of corruption,
https://ekurd.net/kirkuk-najmaldin-karim-corruption-2018-02-21
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On the night of Sunday 15th of October 2017, Iraqgi Prime Minister
Mr. Abadi released a statement and accused the Kurdish leader of
bringing fighters from the Kurdistan Workers’ Party in Tirkiye into
Kirkuk, calling it “a declaration of war against the rest of Iraq and its
federal forces”. He also stated that the PKK terrorists have been listed
in the terror list of the United States and European Union. The Iraqi
central government demanded from the KRG the following requests
via the Kurdish leadership of the PUK in the city of Sulaymaniyah.

Figure (213) Kamal Karikokly and Najmadin Omer, who first fled from Kirkuk ahead
of the Iragi army & PMU arrival, all have been wanted by the government for theft
and misusing local funds.

To surrender the Kirkuk airbase to the Iragi central government in

Baghdad.

To surrender the K1 Military camp in Kirkuk to the Iragi central
government.

To surrender all the oil wells in Kirkuk to the Iragi central government
in Baghdad.

To surrender all the ISIL terrorists who were captive at the KRG to be
handed over to the central government in Baghdad.

To return all the areas that were under Kurdish control, and which
were controlled by the Iragi army before being occupied by ISIL, back
to the central government in Baghdad.
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The Kurdish parties should comply with all central government
decisions regarding the resignation of the Kirkuk governor Najmadin
Omer
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Republic of Iraq

Legal Department
Issue/2/227/ 32548
Date 09/20/2017

Supreme Electoral Court/ Office of the Chief Justice
Supreme Judicial Council/Chairman's office

All ministerial offices/ Ministry office

The parties are not affiliated with the ministry.

All provinces/ Governor Office

All governorate council/Chairman'’s office

Subject: Resolution
Greeting

Given the participation of some employees or those charged with a
public service in implementing the regional referendum procedures
contrary to the decision of the Federal Supreme Court No. 24 \ Federal
\ 2017 dated 09/18/017, the occurrence of decisions of the Federal
Supreme Court that it is binding based on the provisions of Article 94
of the Constitution and to enable the Public Prosecution to carry out
its duties legally.

We would like to provide the Public Prosecution with the names of
those included in the description so that he can pursue the persons in
the court.

Dr. Mahdi Muhsin Al-Alaq

Secretary General of the Council of Ministers in his Absence
08/10/2017
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6. CHAPTERSIX

6.1 THE KURDISH DEFEAT IN KIRKUK AND THE
LIBERATION OF THE DISTRICT OF ALTUN KOPRU

On Sunday 15th October 2017, the government in Baghdad decided to
curtail the territorial ambitions of the Kurds to annex the city of
Kirkuk to KRG territory. During the Kurdish military presence in
Kirkuk, the situation for the Turkmens and Arabs had deteriorated, the
Turkmens and Arabs completely opposed the Kurdish militia and
Kurdish security Asayish presence in Kirkuk. The situation on the
ground in Kirkuk was a very volatile, and extremely unstable place for
both Arabs and Turkmen, creating an unbearable situation for them.
The Turkmens were kidnapped, arrested, oppressed, discriminated
against, abused, and assassinated by the Kurdish militia who were
fully supported by the American military and the Israeli secret service
agents.

During the Kurdish rule in Kirkuk, the land of the Turkmens well as
the land belong lands belonging to the earlier Saddam Hussein regime
was confiscated by the Kurds. These lands were confiscated
unlawfully and were redistributed to the Kurdish militia members
resident in the city of Erbil as a reward for being a member of the
Kurdish party. Some Kurds who had been given the land had never
into Kirkuk in their entire life.

The main aim of the Kurdish militia to redistribute free land to Kurds
from outside of the city of Kirkuk was to: Change the demography of
Kirkuk; Increase the Kurdish population; Reduce the Turkmen
population and finally reduce the influence of the Turkmen population
in the city of Kirkuk.

During Dr. Najmadin Omer's rule, the demography of Kirkuk was
completely changed and altered by the Kurdish parties. The number
of Kurds brought and settled in the city of Kirkuk increased
dramatically, especially when thousands of Kurds were brought from
Syria, Turkiye, Erbil, Duhok, Iran, and Sulaymaniyah.

350



The Turkmen and Arabs were frightened, oppressed, kidnapped,
arrested, and scared to demand their legitimate rights because they
feared being arrested and potentially assassinated by the Kurdish
militia who were running the town with an iron fist.

The Turkmen employees were forced out for early retirement, and
they were prevented from being employed in government offices.
The Turkmen directors for the hospitals, universities, and police were
replaced by the Kurds so that the Kurds could have more influence in
running and decision-making in these departments.

The demographic changes in Kirkuk didn’t stop there but continued
to bring thousands of Kurds from various Kurdish regions to be
employed in Kirkuk. Kurdish pregnant women were brought from
Erbil and Sulaymaniyah to have a birth in Kirkuk so that the parents
could obtain a Kirkuk birth certificate. The Kurd plans to implement
a long-term strategy especially if the UN has decided to conduct a
referendum on the future of the city of Kirkuk. Then, the Kurds will
be able to use their birth certificates as documentary evidence that
they represent the overwhelming majority in Kirkuk.

The discrimination against the Turkmen and Arabs in the government
offices and all aspects of life in Kirkuk reached its highest level. The
illegitimate Kurdish discrimination, oppression, and unfairness that
had been conducted against both the Turkmen and Arabs increased
dramatically. The demographic changes carried out by the Kurdish
militia and Najmadin Omer created huge hatred by Turkmen, and
Arabs in Kirkuk towards the Kurdish citizens in general and
especially toward the Kurdish parties.

Also, the rapid demographic changes in Kirkuk created a huge rift

and anger amongst the Turkmen and Arabs towards the Kurds. The
Turkmen and Arabs' anger towards the Kurd's monopoly reached its
boiling point during the Najmadin Omer administration. The tension
was increasing amongst the citizens in the city of Kirkuk who were
expecting to see a civil war as an outcome of this.

There were several complaints and demands from Turkmen and Arab
citizens against the Kurdish administration in Kirkuk. The Turkmen
and Arab MPs openly were requesting for urgent government
intervention to prevent a civil war in Kirkuk, and to halt the Kurdish
assimilation policy, and abuse of power in Kirkuk.
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Continuous complaints were submitted by the Turkmen MP Niyazi
Memaroglu to the Iraqi government, which played an important and
active role in championing the Kirkuk issue to the Iraqi Parliament
agenda and exposing the Kirkuk governor’s assimilation policy.

As a result of these complaints, this forced the Iragi parliament to take
several resolutions against him but all the agreed actions by the Iraqi
parliament were ignored and Najmadin Karim refused the
implementation of the Iragi Parliament resolution.

In the view of many observers, his refusal increased and added more
tension amongst the Turkmen, Arabs, and Kurds in Kirkuk. This was
considered one of the main reasons that forced the government in
Baghdad to take direct action against the Kirkuk governor by sending
the Iragi army to Kirkuk.

Before the liberation of Kirkuk from the Kurdish occupation, the
central government in Baghdad took several measures against
Najmadin Omer and the Kurdish Regional Government in Kirkuk.
The Iragi government openly warned the KRG and especially the
Kirkuk governor Najmadin Omer to stop his discrimination policy in
Kirkuk. The Iragi government openly accused the KRG of creating
tension among the ethnic groups through its continuous and direct
KRG intervention in Kirkuk.

After the Iragi parliament decided against the Kirkuk governor, the
situation in Kirkuk deteriorated because Najmadin Omer ignored and
refused the implementation of the Iragi Parliament resolution and he
continued his discrimination policy.

On Sunday 15th October 2017, the central government in Baghdad
released an extraordinarily strong statement warning the Kurdish
factions stationed in Kirkuk of consequences if the Kurdish militia did
not pull out from the city of Kirkuk within a specified time given by
the Iragi government. However, this government warning was ignored
by the Kurdish militia.

In the meantime, Najmadin Omer released a statement encouraging
the public in general, and especially the Kurds to take to the streets
and carry arms against the lIraqi central government. But his request
was ignored by Arabs and Turkmen. However, a handful of the
Kurdish members who belonged to the KDP Kurdish party and PKK
terrorists carried out his demands.
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On Monday 16th of October 2017, Iraqi state television released a
statement, stating, that the Iragi forces had begun an operation to
liberate the city of Kirkuk from the Kurdish militia. By the afternoon
of the 16th of October 2017, the Iraqi army accompanied by the
“Al Hashed Al _Shaibi” Popular Mobilization Units “PMU” moved to
liberate the city of Kirkuk.

In the meantime, a brief statement was released by the state-run Iraqgi
network in Baghdad stating that the Iraqgi troops have begun their
military operation in the city of Kirkuk. The statement included, that
Iragi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, ordered Iragi troops to impose
security in the area and to cooperate with the people of Kirkuk.

During the Iragi army operation in Kirkuk, there was total dismay,
mayhem, chaos, uncertainty, and fear among the Kurds who were
living in Kirkuk.

After a few hours of the military operation and the Iragi army entering
the city of Kirkuk, the Kurdish militia and the PKK terrorist group
disappeared from the city of Kirkuk. This was shocking news for the
Iragi people seeing the Kurdish forces withdraw from the city of
Kirkuk without retaliating with military resistance towards the Iraqgi
troops.

The Kurds who did not manage to escape from Kirkuk feared the
reprisals of the Turkmen and Arabs for the atrocities and crimes that
had been committed. However, within a few hours of the arrival of the
Iragi troops in Kirkuk, a large number of Kurds escaped from the
town. When the Iraqgi troops arrived, they took full control of several
oil fields, including the key point Baba Gurgur oil field, and gas field
around Kirkuk, the K1 military base without any resistance from the
Kurdish troops who were previously stationed there.

By the evening of the 16th of October 2017, the Iraqi security forces
had taken full control of the city, driving out hundreds of Kurdish
Peshmerga and PKK terrorists that were stationed in Kirkuk. The
Kurdish militia easily and unexpectedly abandoned their positions in
Taza Khormatu, Terkalan, Yaychi, Basheer, Terkalan, Bulawa,
Daquqg, Altin Kopru, and Taza Khormatu without putting up any
military resistance against the Iragi army. Although the Kurdish troops
that were linked to the KRG were well trained and armed with
military equipment by the US armed forces.
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On the same day, the Iraqi forces set up checkpoints around the city of
Kirkuk perimeter, and they removed all the Kurdish flags from the
government buildings, streets, and from the top of the Kirkuk
governor's headquarters and they were replaced with replaced solely
with Iragi flags.

Also, the Kurdish militia leaders and KDP party members who were
responsible for terrorizing the citizens of Kirkuk quickly escaped from
Kirkuk toward Erbil without putting any military resistance.

After the Iraqgi troops entered Kirkuk, the situation in the city of
Kirkuk was very tense, and there was uncertainty among the people.
The uncertainty and tension were extremely noticeable on the
outskirts of the city of Kirkuk where the chaos and disbelief of the
Kurdish paramilitary and Kurdish families escaping from Kirkuk.
Thousands of cars and vehicles belonging to the Kurdish citizens were
gueuing towards the outskirts of the city of Kirkuk and loaded with
their families and belongings as they were running away.

The Kurdish escapees from the city of Kirkuk were forcibly stopped
by the Kurdish militia who were carrying light machine guns. The
Kurdish escapees were insulted and abused, and their cars were kicked
by their Kurdish militia because they did not want to stay to fight.

The Kurdish militia stood on the main roads towards the city of Erbil
and made their own checkpoint and took the law into their hands.
They tried to prevent the Kurdish vehicles and cars from leaving the
city of Kirkuk but without any success. There was anger and fear
amongst the Kurdish civilians who were trying to escape the advance
of the Iraqi troops.

As an observer, it was ironic to see the Kurdish militia standing on the
main road on the outskirts of Kirkuk attacking their people instead of
fighting the Iraqi troops and PMU. The Kurdish militia abuse did not
stop there; they also, attacked the Kurdish families with stones,
kicking their cars with the butt of the machine guns that they were
carrying and accusing them of being a coward and a traitor for not
putting up a fight against the Iraqgi central government.

Nevertheless, within a few hours of the fighting between the Kurdish
militia and the Iragi army, the Iraqi forces took full control of the city
of Kirkuk and the Kurdish military forces without hardly a shot being
fired by the Kurdish militia. The Kurdish police who previously
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controlled the city of Kirkuk and who had been harassing the
Turkmens and Arabs, pulled out of the city in a rush without putting
up any resistance. Some of the police escaped from Kirkuk wearing
civilian clothes to avoid being found and arrested for the crimes and
atrocities that had been committed against the Turkmen and Arabs.
During the liberation, according to the information that was released
by the Iragi government, there was disorganised resistance from the
Kurdish militia toward the Iragi army. The Iragi government stated
twenty-two Kurdish militia were killed in the sporadic fighting and the
majority of those killed were from the PKK terrorists who were
brought to Kirkuk by the KDP party, while seven Iragi soldiers also
lost their lives.

The liberation of Kirkuk was a remarkable setback for the Kurdish
Regional Government who just a few weeks prior had liberated the
city of Kirkuk and had conducted an independence referendum trying
to annex the city of Kirkuk to KRG.

During the independence referendum, although the KRG had the
support from the US, Israeli and some Western countries to conduct
independence referendum, the central government in Baghdad was
able to liberate Kirkuk, without hardly any resistance put up by the
Kurdish forces which came as a profound surprise to international
observers.

Yet, the Iragi Kurdish defeat did not stop in Kirkuk, and by the
evening of Tuesday 17th of October 2017. The KRG had lost other
vast territories, some of which the KRG had controlled since the fall
of Saddam Hussein in 2003.

During the operation of the liberation of Kirkuk, the US
administration in Washington released a statement, and the Pentagon
urged all involved people in the region to focus on battling Islamic
State militants and to avoid provoking disputes amongst the lraqi
people.

The US statement in Washington was a clear sign of keeping its
distance from supporting the KRG. Whereas the president of the KRG
Masoud Barzani assumed, that American support would shield him
from lIragi retaliation from the time when he had called the
referendum.
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However, the Americans did not take any action against the Iragi army
when the central government sent their troops to Kirkuk. Also, the
central government in Baghdad ignored the plight of the president of
the KRG Masoud Barzani from entering the city of Kirkuk. However,
the American, Trump-led administration merely muttered some
weasel words about not liking to see friends fight.

This is the second time in a brief history of Iraq that the Kurdish
political parties were not learning a lesson from their history. For
example, when the king of Iran Mohamed Rida Shah Pahlavi ceased
to support the Kurdish rebellion against the Iraqi government in 1973.
But by the morning of the 18th of October 2017, the city of Kirkuk
and the surrounding district were under the control of the Iragi army
and the area that had been controlled previously by the KRG had
shrunk dramatically by almost half. The Iragi army liberated the lands
back to its original boundary.

This was a clear sign that Kirkuk would never be a part of KRG, and
if the Kurds somehow managed to annex the city of Kirkuk to the
Kurdish Regional Government, then both the Turkish Republic and
the Islamic Republic of Iran would intervene to prevent that.

After the expulsion of the Kurdish forces from Kirkuk, the Iragi armed
and security forces stormed the headquarters of the Kurdish parties
and Kurdish security offices in various neighbourhoods in Kirkuk.
These premises were used to imprison the ISIL terrorists and
Turkmens Kirkuk citizens who opposed the Kurdish administration
policy.

These prisoners were taken to Erbil by the Kurdish security forces.
The Iragi armed and security forces found the corpses of many Iraqi
citizens killed and their bodies were dumped into the sewage by the
Kurdish secret services police. Also, Iragi armed and security forces
obtained a lot of documents showing interrogation of the prisoners and
they found tools and devices used for the torturing of prisoners.
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Figure (214) the advance by the central Qovernment security forces on Kirkuk took

place quicker than expected.

Figure (215) the advance by the central government's Irai security forces on Kirkuk
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Figure (217) Iraqi forces advancing towards Kirkuk.

T R

358



? S £k =i
ocals’ wave to Iragi forces as they arrive in southern Kirkuk.

Figure (220) people greeted the troops rolling through the streets with cheers.
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Figure (219) Ayatollah Hussein Sistani's office the religious leader of the Shi’aa in
Iraq released a statement stating that “who stands against the Iraqi central government
and the Republic of Irag and should be fought against them.
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Figure (221) The Turkmen sub-district of Bulawa was liberated from Kdrdiéh-
occupied forces by the PMU.
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Figure (222) the KRG was removed, and the Iragi flag was hosted above the Kirkuk
provincial government.

Figure (223) Iraq forces in the office of the departed Kirkuk provincial Government
Najmadin Omer
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Figure (224) Turkmen member of Iragi parliament Niyazi Memaroglu sitting at the
office of the departed Kirkuk provincial government Najmadin Omer after the
liberation of Kirkuk by the Iragi army and PMUs on 17/10/2017 Kirkuk-

TURKMENELI
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Figure (225) Turkmen member of Iragi parliament Niyazi Memaroglu sitting at the
office of the departed Kirkuk provincial government Najmadin Omer after the
liberation of Kirkuk by the lragi army and PMUs on 17/10/2017 Kirkuk-

TURKMENELI
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Figure (226) On the 17" of October the Turkmen member of the Iragi Parliament Mr.
Niyazi Memaroglu on the Kirkuk Qalesi (Kirkuk Castel) prior to giving his speech
about the removal of the fugitive Kurdish governor of Kirkuk and liberation of Kirkuk
from the Kurdish occupation Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

Figure (227) On the 17" of October the Turkmen member of the Iragi Parliament Mr.
Niyazi Memaroglu on the street of Kirkuk after the removal of the fugitive Kurdish
governor of Kirkuk and liberation of Kirkuk from the Kurdish occupation Kirkuk-

TURKMENELI
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Figure (228) Iragi kids pulling a Kurdish flag in the street after the Kurdish militia
fled Kirkuk, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

Figure (229) Barriers with defaced Kurdish flags are seen outside of an evacuated
checkpoint in the village of Basheer south of Kirkuk Iraq Friday, Oct. 13, 2017,
Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

In the meantime, the Kirkuk governor Najmadin Omer and many
Kurdish police had fled from Kirkuk before the city of Kirkuk was
liberated by the Iragi army. The Kurdish militia left the city of Kirkuk
in a rush and left behind their ammunitions that were provided by the
US and some European countries that were used to kill the Iraqi
people after the occupation of Irag in 2003.
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The Kurdish army's defeat in Kirkuk was a big shock for the Iraqi
people. The Iragi army was flabbergasted to see highly trained and
well-equipped Kurdish troops by the UK, US, and Germany fleeing
the city of Kirkuk without putting up any military resistance.

As a Turkmen observer, one of the main reasons for the Kurdish
defeat in Kirkuk was: A Kurdish racist mentality and expansion
aptitude to occupy the lands of other people: The greed of the Kurdish
leadership and their expansion policy.

It is extremely important to remember, that after the fall of the
Saddam Hussein regime in 2003, the Kurdish militia took the
opportunity for the lack of stability and security in Irag. The Kurdish
parties had full control of the city of Kirkuk militarily with the help of
the US forces. The Kurdish militia took more share than had been
expected.

The Kurds immediately began conducting their expansion policy
which is known as the Kurdification policy.

The Kurdification policy conducted by the Kurds in Kirkuk after 2003
was more vicious and aggressive than the Arabization policy that was
conducted by the Saddam Hussein government.

The oppression, kidnapping, human rights abuse, and confiscation of
Turkmen lands, the Kurdish aspiration to establish greater Kurdistan
made the Turkmen and Arabs stand firmly against the Kurdish agenda.
As a matter of fact, before the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime, there
was a lot of sympathy and support for the Kurdish fighters from the
Turkmen. There were a lot of Turkmen siding along the side of the
Kurdish rebels fighting the Saddam Hussein regime. However, after
the occupation of Irag in 2003, the Turkmen's support for the Kurdish
cause dropped to its lowest level. As a Turkmen observer, the Kurdish
militia desertion from the city of Kirkuk can be summarized as
follows:

The Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk was caused by a lack of a proper
military plan against the incoming Iraqi troops to Kirkuk. The distrust
and a wide division between the two Kurdish parties PUK and KDP
were some of the factors that contributed to their defeat.

In the view of many Iraqi observers and a military analyst the Kurdish
defeat in Kirkuk was caused by low morale amongst the Kurdish

365



fighters and desertion of the Kurdish force’s leadership from Kirkuk
before the arrival of the Iragi army.

The Iragi army and PMU were more highly motivated than the
Kurdish forces and they had a full initiative than the Kurdish forces.
The Kurdish forces that were stationed in Kirkuk were considered by
the local people in the city of Kirkuk as mercenaries and occupiers.
The most crucial factor for the Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk was a lack of
courage and motivation among the Kurd fighters because Kirkuk was
not a part of the KRG.

The overwhelming majority of the Kurds brought by came to Kirkuk
via a Kurdish parties was for economic reasons, and to increase the
Kurdish population and these Kurdish economic migrants were not
prepared to fight against the Iragi government troops.

During the liberation of the city of Kirkuk, both Turkmen and Arabs
sided with and supported the Iragi central government troops. The
damage and mistrust that was caused by the Kurdish governor
Najmadin Omer against the Turkmen and Arabs played tremendous
roles in defeating the Kurdish troops in Kirkuk since both ethnic
groups supported the Iragi army and PMU.

Finally, most of the Kurdish fighters that settled in Kirkuk were not
originally from there, but they were attached to the PKK terrorist
group which came from northern Syria and the southern republic of
Turkiye.

After the Iragi army victory, the Kurdish fighters who belonged to the
KDP party blamed their defeat and failure on their rival Kurdish PUK
party. They accused the PUK party of betrayal by siding with the Iraqi
central government.

In reality, this was not the case since the security of Kirkuk was
completely under the control of the KDP militia. During the liberation
of Kirkuk, the Turkmen and Arabs welcomed the Iragi army and the
PMU. Most of the PMU unit members that participated with the Iraqi
army in the liberation of Kirkuk were from the Turkmens Shi’a who
originated from the districts of Telfer and Tuz Khormatu.

The rapid fall of Kirkuk on the hand of the Iraqi troops gave impetus
to the capitulation across northern Iraq. The Iragi army and PMU
forces swept the Kurdish-controlled area unopposed into areas that
military leaders thought they would have to fight for. After a day from
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the stunning collapse and defeat of the Kurdish forces in Kirkuk. The
Peshmerga units loyal to the defacto Kurdish president Masoud
Barzani were forced to pull out of the towns of Bashiga, Khanagin,
and Sinjar. Finally, on the 17th of October 2017, the Iragi army fully
liberated the city of Kirkuk.

from the district of Telfer before liberating Kirkuk in 2017, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

The liberation of the city of Kirkuk shattered the ambitions, dreams,
and aspirations of the Kurds from annexing the city of Kirkuk to the
Kurdish Regional Government. After the Iragi army entered the city
of Kirkuk, they found empty streets, shuttered shops, and primitive
roadblocks created by the Kurdish fighters, which were quickly
cleared, before the relaxed arrivals accepted their new positions.

The liberation of Kirkuk from the Kurdish occupation was an
important and significant day for the Turkmen and Arabs. Both ethnic
groups welcomed the PMU and the Iragi army and there was
jubilation and celebration in all Kirkuk. The people in Kirkuk ran into
the street showing their support, jubilation, and welcoming the Iraqi
army, people offered food, flowers, and water to the incoming Iraqi
soldiers and PMU members and they were received as heroes.
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There was celebration everywhere in Kirkuk, and the people were
firing bullets into the sky using automatic machine guns AK-47
expressing their joy, happiness, and jubilation. There was no sorrow
and sympathy for the Kurdish forces’ defeats.

Figure (231) Kurds crossing a Kurdish checkpoint in Altin Kopru set up by Kurdish
Peshmerga, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

Figure (232) A Peshmerga rests on the side of the Erbil-Kirkuk Road after his unit fled
Kirkuk, following a military operation by the Iragi PMU to retake the city of Kirkuk,
Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

368



Figure (233) Kurdish Peshmerga Commander crying after they had been defeated by
the Iragi army and the PMU in Kirkuk.
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Figure (234) PKK fighters on the streets of Kirkuk putting resistance against the Iragi
army and popular Mobilization Units and the PKK terrorists listed in the US, UK,
Turkiye, and most European terrorist lists, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI
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Figure (235) PKK fighters on the streets of Kirkuk putting resistance against the Iragi
army and popular Mobilization Units and the PKK terrorists listed in the US, UK,
Tdrkiye, and most European terrorist i irkuk- TURKMENELI
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Figure (236) An Iraqi soldier removes a Kurdish flag from Altin Kopru on the
outskirts of Erbil, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI
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Figure (237) US supplied equipment to Kurds mcludmg tanks bemg used to bulldoze
images of Iragi Kurdistan president Masoud Barzani. Kirkuk- TURKMENELI
= > TR PREFS = ¢ @ B S A m

Figure (238) Turkmen flghters putting a pair of slippers on the mouth of the PKK
terrorist leader Abdullah Ocalan in Kirkuk, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

An official statement was released by the KDP party, which stated,
that the Kurdish defeats in Kirkuk were caused by a secret deal that
was reached between a Patriotic Union of Kurdistan “PUK” leader
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Mr. Bafel Talabani, the eldest son of former president Jalal Talabani,
and Hadi al-Ameri the head of the Popular Mobilization Units
“PMU.”

The KDP party spokesperson also stated the central government in
Baghdad and the PUK will be establishing a new authority area for the
Kurds in Halabja-Sulaymaniyah-Kirkuk. The KDP party also stated
the federal government in Baghdad would manage the oil wells of
Kirkuk and other strategic locations in the city while also overseeing
the public sector payroll.

v o
Flgure (239) Kurds were fleelng Klrkuk prior Ilberatlon of Kirkuk by the Iraql army
and PMUs, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

The Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk brought disappointment and frustration
amongst the Kurdish militia. As a consequence, the Kurdish militia
began discriminately firing artillery shells and mortar bombs using
long-range artillery on the innocent Turkmen who were living in the
sub-district of Altin Kopru.

The Kurdish bombardment of the Turkmen sub-district of Altin Kopru
caused tremendous damage to the civilian houses and caused panic
and fear among the people in the district.

The aim of the Kurdish militia shelling the Turkmen-populated district
was to force the Turkmen to leave the area. However, the Iragi army
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quickly took the correct measures, and they succeeded in stopping the
Kurdish shelling.

After the Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk, an overwhelming majority of the
Iraqi population demanded that the lraqi army should continue
pushing the Kurdish militia out of the city of Erbil. However, the
applied pressure on the Iragi government from France, the US, and the
UK made the Iragi army cease its military operation against the
Kurdish forces at the border of the sub-district of Alton Kopru.
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Figure (24) Shells fired by the Kurdish militia on the Turkmen houses in Altin

Kopru, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI
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Figure (242) Damages caused by artillery and mortar shells fired by the Kurdish
militia on the Turkmen houses in Altin Kopru, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI
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Figure (243) Damages caused by artlllery and mortar shells fired by the Kurdish
militia on the Turkmen houses in Altin Kopru, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

Figure (244) Damages caused by artillery and mortar shells fired by the Kurdish
militia on the Turkmen houses in Altin, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

After the Kurdish defeats in Kirkuk, immediately the Turkmens in the
city of Kirkuk demanded to return of their lands which were forcibly
confiscated by the Kurd parties. Unfortunately, some of these
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confiscated Turkmen lands were built on shopping centers,
workshops, offices, private farms, petrol stations, and private houses.
It was exceedingly difficult for the Turkmen citizen to get their lands
back because of fear of the Kurdish reprisal, the corrupt judicial
system in Irag, and the Kurdish control judicial system in Kirkuk.
During the occupation of the city of Kirkuk, the Kurdish party
distributed confiscated Turkmen and governmental lands to the Kurds
under gunpoint, but after the Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk, most of the
Kurdish squatters escaped from the city of Kirkuk and this enabled
some Turkmens to return their confiscated lands.

Figure (245) After the Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk, written in graffiti, the lands have
been returned to their original and legitimate owners, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI.
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Figure (246) After the Kurdish defeat in Kirkuk, written in graffiti, “Rujaeeat” which
means in Arabic “Returned” to their original and legitimate owners, Kirkuk-
TURKMENELI

(247) the statue of the fugitive of the Kirkuk provincial governor Najmadin Omer left
behind after the liberation of Kirkuk from Kurdish-occupied forces, Kirkuk-

During the Kurdish rule in Kerkuk, the Asayish (Kurdish secret
police) in Kirkuk were responsible for the terrorizing, arresting,
imprisonment, assassination, and kidnapping of innocent people. But
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these Asayish escaped from Kirkuk in a rush leaving behind them
important documents and offices. The Iraqgi forces had for the first
time to access some of these offices that were used by the Asayish.
The Iraqgi Special Anti-Terror Force was accompanied by various Iraqi
TV stations and journalists. They discovered unbelievable torturing
materials that were left by the Kurdish forces. The Iragi special anti-
terror force stated the Kurdish Asayish were using these premises for
execution, torturing, and eliminating innocent people who opposed the
idea of the annexation of the city of Kirkuk to the KRG. The Iraqgi
official TV station showed their office images of hundreds of mortar
shells, bombs, and explosive materials that were ready to be used.
Also, the Iraqgi special anti-terror forces found torturing instruments,
bomb-making material, and a number of corpses while checking the
water sewage in their premises theses bodies were badly decomposed
there were signs of torture, and the bodies were unrecognition.

Figure (248) An.employee from the Water and sewage department in Klrkukopenlng
the sewage channel at the Asayish premises in Kirkuk, - TURKMENELI

378



7 B ;\' < .- 35
s 4 LS s _".7@';4.“)- 2
Figure (249) The corpses of an innocent Tu

water sewage, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

Figure (250) The corpses of an innocent Turkmen killed by Asayish and dumpe into the
water sewage, Kirkuk- TURKMENELI

In addition, the Iraqgi special anti-terror forces found no traces of the
prisoners that were in their possession. These prisoners were
transferred to Erbil to cover up the undisputable atrocities and crimes
that were committed against the innocent Turkmen and Arabs. The
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Asayish who committed these despicable crimes are still at large, and
none of these Asayish have been arrested to face justice.

After the liberation of Kirkuk, a tense negotiation was carried out
between the Kurdish Regional Government and the lIraqgi central
government in general, especially regarding the future of the city of
Kirkuk and the presence of the Kurdish troops in Kirkuk. The
Turkmen and Arab parties’ delegation openly requested the Iraqi
central government to reject and refuse the demand of the Kurdish
Regional Government demand from the return of the Asayish to the
city of Kirkuk.

As the result of the despicable acts and crimes that are being
conducted by the Asayish in Kirkuk. The Iragi Parliament issued a
resolution on 1/11/2017 per item 1 and article 59 of the lraqi
legislation preventing the Kurds from establishing and opening the
Kurdish security headquarters in Kirkuk province except opening the
headquarters for the Iraqi Federal Government Forces as shown in the
document number. [26]
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Document 26

Document 26 states that no permission shall be given in the establishment of any
security offices and presence of any military forces to be established in Kirkuk
province and distributed territory except and only the Iraqi Federal Government forces
to restore security.
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Republic of Iraqg
House of Representatives
Date: 1/11/2017
Issue: S/L/1/9/1961

Subject: The Council's decision
The house representative
Number 68 for the year 2017

The members of the House of Representatives in its session 298 held
on the 1% of November 2017, of the legislative term and based on the
provisions of Article 59 issued the following resolution.

No permission shall be given for the establishment of any security
offices and presence of any military forces to be established in Kirkuk
province and distributed territory accept and only the Iragi Federal
Government forces to restore security.

Dr. Salim Abdullah Al_Juburi

Chairman of the House of Representatives

Document 26
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The hatred and the atrocities that were committed by the Kurdish
militia towards the Turkmen did not stop there but continued. On
Saturday, December 9, 2017, the Kurdish militia attacked the district
of Tuz Khormatu with mortars and fired Katyusha rockets at the
civilians. The attack caused tremendous damage to the properties and
led to the death of several children and injuring a dozen children. The
Kurdish militia aimed to intimidate the Turkmen population to bring
instability and fear amongst the Turkmen and force them to leave the
area.

Figure (251) the damages on the Turkmen property caused by Kurdish militia firing
Mortars shells in Tuz Khormatu

~
)

o ST P g T P s S
Figure (252) The Mortars shells fired by the Kurdish militia on
population in Tuz Khormatu

the Turkmen
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Figure (253) the damages on the Turkmen property caused by Kurdish militia firing
Mortars shells in Tuz Khormatu

Figure (254) the damages caused by firing Mortars shells by the Kurdish militia on
the Turkmen population in Tuz Khormatu
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Figure (255) the damages caused by firing Mortars shells by the Kurdish militia on
the Turkmen population in Tuz Khormatu

Figure (256) Turkmen babies injured by Kurdish militia firing mortar shells on the
district of Tuz Khormatu
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Figure (257) Turkmen children were killed by Kurdish militia firing rtar shells on
the district of Tuz Khormatu
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Figure (258) Turkmen babies injured by Kurdish militia firing mortar shells on the
district of Tuz Khormatu

Figure (259) Turkmen babies injured by Kurdish militia firing mortar shellso the
district of Tuz Khormatu
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It was extremely difficult for the Kurdish militia to accept their defeat
in the city of Kirkuk. The Kurdish militia continued to attack the
Turkmen targets in the area. On Saturday 16th of December 2017, the
headquarters of the Turkmen Front in the Musalla branch in Kirkuk
was attacked by Kurdish militia with rocket-propelled grenade RPG7
as revenge for their defeat in in Kirkuk. The attack on the ITF office in
Masala caused tremendous damage to the building but there were no
death casualties. Then, the Iraqi Turkmen Front “ITF” leader and a
member of the Iraqgi parliament Mr. Ershad Salhi attended to the site
of the attack, and “said in a television statement that there were
groups that want to provoke sedition and security in Kirkuk.” In
addition, the headquarters of the Turkmen craftsmen in Kirkuk was
attacked but later the Iraqi anti-terrorist forces confiscated a car with
Erbil registration that was used by four Kurdish attackers. Also, Iraqi
anti-terrorist forces searched the confiscated car and they found large
amounts of ammunition, automatic machine guns, and several RGP7,
and the four Kurdish suspected were arrested.
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7. CHAPTER SEVEN

7.1 THE ARREST OF THE OUSTED GOVERNOR OF THE
IRAQI PROVINCE OF KIRKUK NAJMADIN OMER

The governor of Kirkuk, Dr. Najmadin Karim, was born in Mosul and
joined the Kurdish forces known as Peshmerga in 1972. He left Irag in
1975 and completed his neurosurgical training at George Washington
University in the USA.

Dr. Karim became an American citizen and lived in the United States
until 2009, returned to Irag. He ran for the Kurdistan Alliance in the
parliamentary elections, and he was elected a member of Parliament
for Kirkuk. He was rewarded a position of Kirkuk Governor by the
Kurdish-controlled Kirkuk Governorate Council on 29 March 2011.
Dr. Najmadin Karim was one of the members of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan's Kirkuk list in the 2014 general elections. He drew
enormous votes from the Kurdish voters with the support of the
Kurdish parties who were controlling every aspect of the city of
Kirkuk in general and especially the voting system.

After the toppling the Saddam Hussein in 2003, the responsibility for
the security and the police in Kirkuk was given to the Kurds by the US
forces. In addition, the control checkpoint for entering and exiting
from Kirkuk was controlled by the Kurdish military. This helped the
Kurdish parties tremendously during the election. During the election
in 2011, the Kurdish parties brought thousands of Syrian and Turkish
Kurds who settled in Erbil to vote in the local election for the Kurdish
candidates in Kirkuk without being questioned at the check-entry
checkpoints.

During the election, there was alleged cheating and manipulation of
the voting system by the Kurdish voters. The equipment used for
counting the votes in the election was manipulated by the Kurds in
favour of the Kurdish party candidates.

The manipulation of the vote counting system was discovered in the
district of Hawija which is mainly populated by the Arabs. During the
vote counts 70% of the voters appeared to be in favour of the Kurdish
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parties, although no Kurds are living in the area. The Arab observers
at the vote-counting station noticed there were discrepancies and
inconsistencies in the vote-counting system. The Arab observers in the
voting center immediately complained to the election committee about
the discrepancies in the vote-counting system, and they released a
statement emphasizing there had been manipulations by the Kurds in
the vote-counting system. The news of the manipulation in the vote
counting system quickly spread in Kirkuk, and immediately
demonstrations by both Arabs and Turkmens started against this.

The election committee who was responsible for the election process
immediately departed the city of Kirkuk to Baghdad fearing for their
lives from a reprisal of the public. The election committee was
selected by the Kurdish parties. They were heavily involved in the
manipulation of the voting system.

In Kirkuk, the public demanded the election committee investigate the
manipulation of the vote-counting system. Within a few days, an
investigation was conducted by the vote election committee.

A report from the investigation showed the Kurds had manipulated the
voting registry machine not only in the district of Hawija but also in
various sub-districts in Kirkuk.

Subsequently, all the voting ballet boxes were collected and kept in
warehouses in Kirkuk for checking and recounting, however, the
recounting process never happened since Kirkuk was fully controlled
by the Kurdish police, Kurdish army, Kurdish militia, and Asayish.

As a result of this manipulation of the voting registry system a
demonstration was organised by the Turkmens in front of the Election
Committee Office and within a few days the subject was closed, and
all the voting election manipulations were ignored.

Consequently, this led to the Kurdish domination in Kirkuk and the
Kurds were dominating all the aspects of life in the city of Kirkuk
with the help of the American forces after the invasion of Irag in 2003.
The Kurdish governor Dr. Najmadin Karim Abdullah was a divisive
leader during his governing of the city of Kirkuk and this led to ethnic
tension between the Arabs, Kurds, and Turkmen.

Dr. Najmadin Karim was extremely nationalist with a racist and
superior ideology, especially in allocation the of jobs and changing the
demography of Kirkuk. He only employed the Kurds and dismissed
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many Turkmen who were replaced by the Kurds. He transferred many
teachers and police from KRG to Kirkuk to increase the Kurdish
population.

Najmadin Karim was focused on acting as a Kurdish party member
and implementing the Kurdish party policy and agenda by changing
the demography of the city of Kirkuk. During his rule, Turkmen and
Arab villages were bulldozed by the Kurdish militia under the pretext
these villages had been used by the terrorists and ISIL. Because of his
discriminatory policies, Najmadin Karim was not seen as an
appropriate governor by the Turkmen and Arabs, and the number of
crimes, thefts, car bombs, kidnaping, and assassination of the
Turkmen, dramatically increased at this time.

The atrocities committed by the Kurdish police and militia did not
stop there but continued, for example in the Turkmen district of Tuz
Khormatu, hundreds of Turkmen houses, shops, and religious places
were burnt by the Kurds, and car bombs and assassination of the
Turkmen were seen on a daily basis.

It appeared to be the objective of the Kurds in Kirkuk to bring fear to
the Turkmens and force them to leave the area. The Kirkuk governor
and associated members of him were extremely corrupt, with millions
of dollars disappearing from the treasury using imaginary projects,
theft, corruption, and embezzlement were everywhere in the
governing office in general and especially were stolen from municipal
buildings in Kirkuk.

Employment and governmental appointments in the city of Kirkuk
were fully controlled by the Kurds. It was extremely unusual for the
Turkmen and Arab citizens to get a job. There was an overwhelming
majority of the appointed people in the governmental offices in
Kirkuk were Kurds.

Employment in the government offices was extremely difficult for the
Turkmen and Arabs in some instances. It required approval and
recommendation from the Kurdish parties. By paying a bribe to the
Kurdish official of thousands of dollars was a normal procedure to get
a job.

As a result of this, theft, corruption, and embezzlement were common
occurrences in the government administration in the city of Kirkuk.
There were hundreds of complaints and court cases against Dr. Karim
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Najmadin that were related to theft, embezzlement, corruption, power
abuse, and misuse of government funds.

Consequences of this resulted in a warrant of arrest being issued by
several high courts against Najmadin Karim, but the arrest warrant
was not successful in detaining him because the city of Kirkuk was
completely under the control of the Kurdish militia and police.
Najmadin Karim publicly was running the show of annexing the city
of Kirkuk to the KRG region, although there was strong opposition
and rejection from both the Turkmen and Arabs.

Najmadin Karim created ethnic tension between the Kurds and
Turkmen especially when he ordered the Kurdish militia to raise a
huge Kurdish flag on the Kirkuk castle. In the view of many Turkmen
citizens, this was interpreted as an act of provocation towards the
Turkmen. With the knowledge of Dr. Najmadin Karim, the Kurdish
chief police in the city of Kirkuk granted the PKK terrorist
organisation to open an office in the district of Daqug, although this
PKK terrorist organisation is listed in the European and US terrorist
list.

Also, he refused several instructions and orders that were issued by
the central government in Baghdad. Najmadin Karim's abuse of power
did not stop there; he removed all the Iragi national flags from the
government buildings in Kirkuk and they were replaced with a
Kurdish flag. This action was totally against the Iragi constitution and
legislation. In addition, Najmadin Karim changed the names on the
signs of government buildings to the Kurdish language, but he
rejected adding the Turkmen language to the signs, although the Iraqi
constitution clearly states that the Turkmen language should be used
on all government buildings in Kirkuk.

Najmadin Karim was also heavily involved in smuggling the oil from
the Kirkuk oil field in cooperation with the KRG. As a result of this
corruption some Kurds within the PUK party stood against Najmadin
Karim, and the corruption issue caused a rift between the two Kurdish
parties. The PUK party demanded his resignation but instead of
submitting his resignation, he switched from the PUK to the KDP
party.

During his rule, the demography of the city of Kirkuk was changed,
and the land of the Turkmens and Arabs was forcibly confiscated and
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given to the Kurds and the Kurdish migrants from Erbil,
Sulaymaniyah, and Dohuk.

All the directorates of the government offices were replaced with
Kurds, and he appointed thousands of Kurds who were brought from
outside of the city and who settled in Kirkuk. The government
buildings and properties belonging to the previous Ba’ath regime were
confiscated by the Kurdish parties.

All the projects, contracts, and investments in Kirkuk were given to
the Kurds; the demography of the city of Kirkuk was fully changed.
There was a lack of security and stability, and car bombings,
kidnaping, and assassinations were common occurrences in Kirkuk.
During the whole of the rule of Najmadin Karim, the provocation
against the Turkmen, with its discrimination policies reached its peak.
Due to his autocratic style, he refused to implement central
government decisions, and bribery and corruption in the government
departments were common.

Since his refusal to raise the Iragi flag in Kirkuk, and his participation
and propaganda policy to annex the city of Kirkuk to the KRG. This
made the Federal Central Government in Baghdad issue a court order
for his dismissal from his position for being incompetent. All of this
made him unpopular amongst the Turkmen and Arabs.

However, Najmadin Karim refused the implementation of the order
that was made by the Federal Central Government to leave his office.
He heavily relied on the Kurdish forces in Kirkuk. During the Kurdish
referendum in Kirkuk, he clearly said that he would not follow the
dismissal order that was issued by the Iragi parliament and that he
would stay in office.

During the Najmadin Karim, the provincial council in Kirkuk was
controlled mainly by the Kurds, they condemned the decision of the
Iragi parliament with council head Ribwar al-Talabani claiming only
the council had the power to remove him.

In the meantime, there were many complaints, and court cases
submitted to the high court against Najmadin Karim, and they were
mostly related to theft and corruption. Also, there was an arrest
warrant against him issued by the high court in both Kirkuk and
Baghdad.
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In May 2017, the Kirkuk Court of Appeal issued a warrant for his
arrest and an order to seize his assets. Najmadin Karim was accused of
corruption in connection with Project "Kirkuk Eagle", which aimed to
wirelessly monitor vehicle movements in and out of the province to
prevent theft and prevent a terrorist attack which the court claimed
was fraud.

In October 2017, Najmadin Karim escaped from the city of Kirkuk
when the Popular Unit Army “PUA” and the Iraqgi federal army
entered the city of Kirkuk. The Federal Central Government also
ordered a warrant for the arrest of Najmadin Karim in connection with
the referendum.

During the liberation of the city of Kirkuk, Najmadin Karim was one
of the first people who escaped from Kirkuk, 30 million dollars were
missing from the Kirkuk Municipally and hundreds of the
government’s Vvehicles, heavy machinery equipment, diggers, and
armed cars were taken by him and his supporters to Erbil.

But Najmadin Karim was detained by General Security in Lebanon
after arriving at Beirut's airport; Karim was detained based on an
Interpol arrest warrant. There was jubilation in Iraq in general and
especially in Kirkuk for the arrest of the fugitive Najmadin Karin in
Lebanon. He was referred to the public prosecution, which took the
necessary action against him. He was also wanted by Iragi authorities
on charges of embezzlement, corruption, and abuse of power. One day
after his arrest in Lebanon, the public prosecution finished its
interrogation of Najmadin Karim and released him until further
guestioning, and he was banned from leaving Lebanon.

The Lebanese government instructed that Najmadin Karim stays in
Lebanon until the Iragi authorities send his judicial file to Lebanon to
take the necessary action.

In the meantime, the Iraqi government issued an arrest warrant via the
Iragi Embassy in Lebanon, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Legal
Department, Issue: 9/1/ Deport-Beirut 4/1129, Date: 27/05/2019.

The Iragi government requested from the Lebanon, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to transfer Najmadin Omer Karim to Iraq and to face
judiciary and to receive his fair punishment but unfortunately, this did
not happen.
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However, the Iraqi MP for the State of Law Coalition Mansour al-
Baiji urged the Iragi government to arrest Najmadin Karim, the former
Kirkuk governor.

After he arrived in Erbil from Lebanon, Mansour al-Baiji stated that
the federal government must have a serious and clear position towards
the return of the former governor of Kirkuk to the Kurdistan region.
The Anti-Corruption Council urged Prime Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi
to perform its responsibility and called on the government to introduce
Karim to the judiciary to receive his fair punishment.

He left Erbil and departed for the USA, while he was in the USA, he
was diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer in 2019 and, Karim died on the
31% of October 2020 in hospital in the United States at the age of
seventy-one.
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Republic of Iraqg
Council Representative
Presidency Cadre/ Decision office

Issue: 1048
18/08/2017

To the Head of the Iragi parliament
Subject: Administrative and financial corruption

Please find enclosed the signatures of 124 members of the lraqi
parliament who are requesting to investigate the files of the
embezzlement and corruption that is linked to the Kirkuk governor.
We are seeing the lack of willingness and action toward the corruption
court cases against the Kirkuk government for the period of 2013 to
2014.

Although still receiving monthly 10 million dollars from the Kurdish
Regional Government and not lodging the money into a governmental
bank for the last two years, also not implementing the orders that have
been issued by the Federal Government in Baghdad and refusing the
order orders that have been issued against him, so we request from the
prime minister to immediate action against him.

Niyazi Memaroglu
The decision of the first parliament
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Republic of Iraqg
Council Representative
Presidency Cadre/ Decision office

Issue: 1048
18/08/2017

To the Head of the Iragi parliament
Greeting:

Due to the crisis in the city of Kirkuk, and the refusal of government
authority in Kirkuk for implementation, the decision has been taken
by the Iragi House of Parliament that only the Iragi national shall be
raised in the governmental offices building in Kirkuk.

In addition, also due to the accumulation of administrative and
financial corruption cases against the Kirkuk governor the national
reconciliation and partnership process has been torpedoed by the
governor Kirkuk.

We, the undersigned deputies, demand a proposal to remove the
governor of Kirkuk from the House of Representatives

Member of Parliament
Niyazi Memaroglu
The decision of the first parliament
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Republic of Iraq
Council Representation
Turkmen Block
Issue: 727
Date: 12/09/2017
The General Secretariat for the Council of Ministers/ Honorable
Secretary General’s Office

Subject: The subject referendum to be implemented/ 25/09/2017

We would like the Council of Ministers to inform the Independent
High Commission for the Iragi Election and Ministries that their
governmental offices do not submit any support for the planned
referendum process that was suggested to be conducted on
25/09/2017.

Since the city of Kirkuk is out of the Kurdish Regional Government
boundary and under article 143 of the Iragi constitution.

We are requesting from Council of Ministers to inform the
Independent High Commission in Kirkuk, to stop any participation or
providing any logistical support from any governmental offices to the
referendum process and doing so will be against the constitutions and
federal laws.

The Council of Ministers to inform the Independent High Commission
shall take all the necessary legal measures against any department
director who provides any kind of support to the referendum process.

Regards
Turkmen Bock
In the Iragi Council of Representatives
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Republic of Iraq
House of Representatives
Parliament Office

Issue:
Date:
Resolution
House of Parliament
Number (35) year 2017

The House of Representatives decided in its 22" session of the
legislative term and according to article 143 from the Iraqi legislation
and per article 36 dated 2008, article 33 item 5, the following.

Firstly, only the Iraqi flag to be raised on the governmental building in
Kirkuk, ignoring the decision of the Kirkuk Governing Council to
raise the Kurdish Regional Government on the governmental building
in Kirkuk.

Secondly: according to the Republic of Iraqi legislation, articles 111
and 112, the oil in Iraq is the property of the public and the Kirkuk oil
field belongs to the Federal central government in Baghdad. The
Kurdish Regional Government and the governor of Kirkuk have no
right to act and export of the oil without the permission and
knowledge of the central government in Baghdad.

Dr. Salim Abdullah Al_Juburi
Speaker of the House of Representatives
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General Secretariats of House Representative
Issue: 1/9/3662
Date; 3/4/2017

To: Office of the President of the Republic
Ref: Resolution

We enclosed herewith your decision to raise the Iragi flag only on the
governmental building in Kirkuk and cancel the decision of the
Kirkuk Provincial Council to raise the flag of the Kurdish Regional
Government flag on the governmental building which was voted by
the House of Representatives on the date 1/4/2016 in the session
numbered 22 of chapter legislation two/the third-year legislation/the
third electoral cycle.

To: The Secretary General of the House of Representatives
The Engineer

Salah Jasim Al_Humeyri

Deputy Secretary General for Administration Affairs

April 2017
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Republic of Iraq
House of Parliament
Work schedule.
Session Number 22
Saturday, April 2017

First: reading verses from the Holy Quran.

Second: Voting on the project of legislation to seize and confiscate movable
and immovable funds transferred to that belonging to the previous regime
according to the Reconciliation, and Status, the Financial Committee, the
Legal Committee) Article-9.

Third: Voting on the legislation for official holidays (The Committee of Awqaf and

Religious Affairs Committee, Culture Committee, and Legislation
Committee. (Article 6)

Fourth: Voting on the proposed law of Basra, the economic capital of
Irag, the Economic and Investment Committee, and the Legal
Committee Article 6.

Fifth: Voting in terms of principle on the draft law for renting
agricultural lands Committee on Agriculture, Water and Marshes
(Finance Commission).

Six: a general topic for discussion regarding raising the flag of the
Kurdistan region over the department’s institutions and governmental
establishment in the province of

Seventh: The nations were either interrogated by the Minister of
Health. (Template: Awad Al-Awadi).

Eighth: A general topic for discussion on the security situation in

Sinjar district and a report by the Security and Defence committees,
and security committee and irregular provinces, and governance in the regional
government.

416



Ninth: A general topic for discussion regarding the management of
state institutions and their bodies by proxy. (Representative Ahlam Al-
Husseini).

Tenth: A general topic for discussion regarding the difficulty of
coordinating and following up the committees of their ministries
during the performance of their oversight duties in accordance with
the Constitution (The MP Ahmed Taha Al-Sheikh).

Eleven: states the first reading of the proposed First Amendment Arts
Law, Martyrs Foundation No. (1) Of 2016. (Committee of Martyrs for
the End of Time, Victims and Political Prisoners, Finance Committee,
Legal Committee) (Item 6).

Twelve: Report and discussion of two legal drafts of the Republic of
Irag's accession to the Maritime Labor Convention for the year 2006
and the accession of the Republic of Iraq to the Seafarers' Identity
Documents Convention No. 185 of 2003. Foreign Relations
Committee, Labour, and Social Affairs Committee) Article 2.

Thirteen: A report and discussion of the proposed law for the second
amendment to the Law of the Independent High Electoral
Commission No. (11) For the year 2007. (Legal Committee).
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